NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held on-line via GoToMeetings on Tuesday 7th July 2020.
PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
C Walters, S Rees, R Barnes, L Lloyd, G Meredydd, 


D Norcross, D Rigby, E Rogers and County Cllr Dennis. 
Prior to tonight’s Town Council Meeting, the Council observed a minute silence in respect of Cllr Mike Platt.
18/20
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
There were no apologies.
19/20
 DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

There were no personal interests known at this stage.
20/20
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 4th June 2020 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.

21/20
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Town Hall rent.  The Clerk asked Council what they wished to do in respect of the rent on the Old Town Hall as the premises has just reopened.   Following discussion, as the footfall in Narberth is still very low,




IT WAS RESOLVED to suspend the rent for the month of  August with payment recommencing on the 1st September 2020 onwards.  Proposed by Cllr Rees, seconded by Cllr Norcross and agreed by full Council.

b)
Members Interest.  The Clerk reminded Councillors who had not already done so, that she needed their Interest to place on the Register.
c)
Audit.  The Clerk stated that the Annual Return and associated papers have been sent to Grant Thornton and that she has received an email confirming that they have been received.  Audit opinion will be delayed due to their Offices being closed as a result of Covid19.
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Signed …………………..
d)
Local Places of Nature.  Cllr Norcross asked if County Cllr Dennis had anything to report regarding the land on the Town Moor and was informed that he had not looked into this yet, due to the pressures of Covid19.

22/20
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

Report from County Cllr Dennis:  
a)
Fly-tipping.  County Cllr Dennis stated that the fly-tipping at Market Square has quietened down and that he has managed to persuade the County Council to reinstate the bin opposite the Chip Shop.  Stickers will be placed on the bin stating that if abused, the bin will be removed.  This will be done as soon as possible.
b)
Redstone Court.  County Cllr Dennis has written to the Engineers regarding the steep drop at the side of the pathway and is awaiting a response.

c)
Carding Mill Lane.  County Cllr Dennis stated that the bollard was once again thrown to one side and left lying in the grass.  Cllr Dennis did not know what could be done about this as this is an access point for emergency vehicles and grass cutting machines.

d)
Picnic Bench.  County Cllr Dennis stated that he is still pursuing this and looking to see if the bench can be repaired.  If not, it is hoped that some money can be made available from the multi-user route job.

e)
Recycling Bin.  Cllr Rogers asked if the Clothes recycling bin has been emptied on the Town Moor.  Unfortunately the answer to this was not known.

f)
Castle.  Cllr Norcross highlighted the problem with empty bottles, cans and rubbish being left at the Castle.  County Cllr Dennis will speak to the PCSO’s.

23/20
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Ludlow Town Council.  The Clerk had received an email from Ludlow stating that Mary Gill, the wife of Cllr Tim Gill and Mayoress of Ludlow had sadly passed away.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would send a letter of Condolence.
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Signed ………………………..
b)
Library.  The Clerk stated that as of the 1st July 2020 the electricity supplier for the Library is British Gas.  The Clerk has sent a meter reading.  


The Clerk had checked on the water ingress at the Library and was pleased to report that there was no change.  
c)
Speed Activate Sign.  The Clerk stated that she had asked the Council’s Insurance Company if the Speed Activate Sign at Jesse Road would come under the Town Council’s Public Liability Insurance Cover.  The Clerk was informed that this was the case as long as a Risk Assessment has been carried out on the apparatus.  

d)
Co-option.  The Clerk asked Council if they wished to invite the applicants to an on-line interview due to the ongoing situation with Covid19 and the need to fill the vacant seats.  Following discussion and a vote,





IT WAS RESOLVED that the interviews should take place in the Queen’s Hall, following the social distancing rules.  Cllr Norcross agreed to look into this for Council and to set up the main hall for the interviews.  Cllr Norcross will inform the Clerk of the availability in order that the interviews can be arranged.  The Clerk will then advertise for the second co-option.  
e)
Public Notice.  The Clerk had received notice that High Street will be closed from its junction with the Town Moor Car Park, south to its junction with Queen’s Court on Sunday 19th July 2020 for 3 days.
f)
Station Road.  The Clerk had received notification that the 40mph speed restriction on the B4313 Station Road will be extended from its current position near Greenway, 256 metres north west of the junction with Kiln Park Road, south eastwards to a point 260 metres east of the same junction.  The Council has no objection to this Order.

The Clerk had received an email from a resident of the new housing estate in Station Road regarding the speed of traffic.  The Clerk will pass on the above information and the Council’s hope that this will assist in reducing the speed of the traffic approaching and entering into Narberth. 
g)
Carding Mill Lane.  The Clerk had received notification that it is necessary to close off Carding Mill Lane from the 25th June 2020 for three weeks to enable the upgrading of the bridleway surface, including drainage work. 
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Signed ………………………….
h)
Narberth Shops.  The Clerk had received an email from a regular visitor to Narberth with ideas on how Narberth shops can survive following Covid19.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will pass this email on to the Chamber of Trade.

i)
St Andrews Churchyard.  The Clerk reported on an email from FONCY regarding the interment of ashes at St Andrews and the dedication of a bench that FONCY installed a few years ago.  As the email stated that Reverend Cox had given his permission, the Town Council had no objection to offer.
j)
A40 Penblewin to Redstone Cross Road Improvement Scheme.  The Clerk had received an email from Arup regarding the draft Orders for this Scheme which is due to be published on 15th July 2020.  Exhibitions will be held in the Queen’s Hall on the 4th and 18th August.  The Clerk will forward this email on to Councillors for their information.  
k)
Sustainable Transport Study.  The Clerk had received an email following today’s Review Group Meeting with a link to the draft Stage Two reports.  Minutes of the meeting should be received by the end of the week.  The Clerk stated that she would forward this email and the report once received onto Councillors.  Unfortunately, the Town Council were only informed about today’s virtual meeting this morning due to a mix up between Arup and the County Council as to who was inviting the Town Council.  Thankfully Cllrs Meredydd, Lloyd and Rogers were able to attend.
l)
Community Rail Officer.  The Clerk had received an email of introduction from the new Community Rail Officer for South West Wales stating that she would very much like to engage with the Town Council.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would ask her to attend prior to a Council meeting once the Council had resumed holding face to face meetings.  Cllr Walters asked the Clerk to inform her that another contact of interest would be the local CP School.
24/20
  PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

The following planning applications have been Conditionally Approved:  

a)
19/1332/PA  Eden, 7 Adams Drive, Narberth – Proposed Double Garage.

b)
19/1157/PA  Tabernacle Lane, Narberth – Horticultural Building.
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Signed …………………………

25/20  NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)
a)
Hand Sanitiser Units.  Cllr Walters reported on the Hand Sanitiser Units which have been installed in Saundersfoot and suggested Narberth purchased three for the High Street.  The cost of these is £200 per unit and £45 per 5ltr bottle of sanitiser.  The Company Cllr Walters spoke to did state that they would donate 3 bottles of sanitiser.  These Units would need to be taken in and out each day and would require a business to be responsible for doing this.  The Clerk informed Council that she had emailed the County Council to ask about permission to install these Units on the High Street, but has not had a reply.  It was suggested that this would be a burden on the businesses who agreed to take care of them and Cllr Rees stated that as the shops in Narberth are already supplying hand sanitisers within their stores, she could not see the need for Units within the town that would justify the extra expense on the Town Councils’ budget.   Cllr Norcross stated that the Queen’s Hall were also installing a couple of dispensers and suggested that Council kept an open mind on this and wait to see how they are being used.

Cllr Meredydd stated that at the meeting she attended this afternoon, the County Council stated that they are looking at ways to make Narberth safe and ready for the influx of visitors in relation to Covid19 and they had asked for the Town Council’s thoughts on this.  One of the ideas given by the County Council was to stop parking on the High Street in order to make the pavements wider by using part of the road as well so that pedestrians could pass each other safely whilst adhering to the 2m rule.  Following discussion,





IT WAS RESOLVED that due to the fact that ideas had to be given tonight, County Cllr Dennis would run with this on behalf of the Council ensuring that the best options were followed for Narberth.   Cllr Rees asked if the Chamber of Trade had been approached as well as they will be the people helping to implement the rules. 
b)
Skate Park Group.    Cllr Rogers informed Council that a new Skate Park Group has been set up and that they are looking for land within Narberth.  Council suggested that they contact Val Bradley as she had a lot of information and knowledge on this topic as she was part of the group that raised in excess of £21,000 for a previous Skate Park which had to be scrapped due to the unsuitability of the Town Moor due to drainage issues.  The money raised being redeployed to the County Skate Park in Haverfordwest.
c)
Inconsiderate Parking.  Cllr Rogers informed Council of the vehicles parking on the pavement along Station Road, which necessitated pedestrians having to walk
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Signed …………………….

on the road.  Motorists were also parking at the pull-in in front of the Old School and Cllr Rogers asked if double yellow lines could be installed.  County Cllr Dennis stated that he would monitor the situation to see the scale of the problem prior to speaking to the traffic management officer.

d)
Transport Study Review.  Cllr Meredydd stated that as the minute are to be circulated by the end of the week, she would not go into great detail about the meeting, but informed Council that they are looking into a reduction of parking on the High Street to make the town more sustainable and a nicer place to shop.  Not so much a Café culture, but the ability to shop slowly without traffic rushing past.  The traffic flow in St James Street and High Street was also discussed.  A response to the report is required within two weeks.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that Councillors will respond independently on this.  County Cllr Dennis stated that it is a lengthy report and that it is best to look at the final part first with the recommendations, then through the study.  

e)
Council meetings.  Cllr Norcross agreed to look into the viability of using the Queen’s Hall, with social distancing in place, for the September meeting.   Cllr Norcross will let the Clerk know his finding.

26/20
NARBERTH CASTLE:  (Agenda item 9)

Cllr Norcross asked the Council if their Contractor could carry out the annual cut on the brambles at the side of the Castle and also remove the Lilac tree which had been cut down and left within the grounds by the County Council’s Contractor.  The cost for the cut will be the same as previous year around £160 plus the removal of the tree.





IT WAS RESOLVED that this work should be carried out. 

Cllr Norcross showed photographs of the new fence which has been installed all around the Castle grounds by the County Council and stated that the gentlemen carrying out the work had done an excellent job.  The Clerk was asked to purchase decent sized No Parking signs which could be screwed onto the Gate as cars are still parking in front of the Gate and blocking the entrance.  

The Council discussed an article that appeared in the Western Mail regarding the  American singer, Stevie Nicks, who is considering doing a movie project based on Rhiannon from the Mabinogion.  As Narberth castle is specifically mentioned in the Mabinogion as a place where Rhiannon was imprisoned, Council felt that this should be looked into further as it would be good publicity for the town.  
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Signed …………………….




IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Meredydd will contact Pauline at the Museum for her help and advice with who the best person would be to approach.  Cllr Norcross offered to help if need be.
27/20
COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES:  (Agenda item 10)
FINANCE - Meeting annually in December.  
	Sue Rees, David Norcross, Elizabeth Rogers, Chris Walters and Glinys Meredydd            


PLANNING - Meeting as and when necessary.

	David Norcross, Elizabeth Rogers, Denise Rigby, Sue Rees, Chris Walters.                                                  


CHRISTMAS LIGHTING - Meeting when appropriate.
 

	Elizabeth Rogers, Denise Rigby, Glinys Meredydd, David Norcross, Chris Walters.


 

AUDITORS - Sue Rees and D G Norcross. 
REPRESENTATIVES:
Police Liaison.   Lorraine Lloyd.

 

Narberth and District Community and Sports Association – Ruth Barnes.

Food Festival – Elizabeth Rogers and Lorraine Lloyd – Meetings are held on the second Monday of the month at 6 p.m., in the Museum.

Dyfed Powys Health Authority – Community Services Review Group –

Glinys Meredydd.
Future Forum – David Norcross, Ruth Barnes and Chris Walters.

One Voice Wales – Lorraine Lloyd.

PLANED – Sue Rees.
28/20
COUNCIL’S RISK ASSESSMENT:  (Agenda item 11)

Members had received a copy of the Council’s Risk Assessment which they approved.  
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Signed ……………………

29/20
WELSH LANGUAGE POLICY:  (Agenda item 12)

The Clerk reported that she continues to produce the Council’s Agendas and Public Notices bilingually both on the Town Council’s two notice boards in Narberth and on 

the Town Council’s web page.   The Clerk has not received any requests for written or verbal materials to be provided in welsh this year.  The Clerk will inform the Welsh Language Board of this.

30/20
PLENARY POWERS:  (Agenda item 13)

On a proposal by Cllr Rogers which was seconded by Cllr Norcross, 




IT WAS RESOLVED to give the Mayor and the Clerk joint 
Plenary Powers for up to a £500 spend per item during the rest of July and August and to make general/emergency decisions on behalf of the Council if necessary.  All members agreed with this resolution.

31/20
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 14)

Income received:

a)
Nat West Interest 
£      .20 
31.1

Payments due:

a)
Postage for Audit papers - 






£    1.15

b)
HMRC - 








£477.29
c)
Pembrokeshire County Council – flowers - 



£300.00

d)
Chris Viggars – 3 x Church, 3 x Castle -



£645.00

 

IT WAS RESOLVED, following a proposal by Cllr Rees, seconded by Cllr Norcross and agreed by full Council to make these payments.  
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Signed ………………………

