NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 1st October 2019.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
C Walters, S Rees, L Lloyd, E Rogers, G Meredydd, 


R Barnes, M Platt and D Harding.  Also present was Jack Simpson from the Tenby Observer.
Prior to the start of tonight’s meeting, PCSO Dave Henry gave Council a presentation on the current police situation within Narberth and a report on the crime figures.  
79/19
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllrs R Platt, D Norcross, D Rigby and County Cllr Vic Dennis. 
80/19
 DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Cllr Lloyd declared an interest in planning application 19/0611/PA as this is her property.  Cllr Rogers declared an interest in planning application 19/0519/PA as the applicant is the granddaughter of her employer.  Cllr Meredydd and Cllr Barnes declared an interest in planning application 19/0519/PA and 19/0613/PA as they live nearby.
81/19
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 3rd September 2019 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.  The minutes of the Meeting held on the 17th September 2019 was approved.  Proposes by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Lloyd and agreed by Council.
82/19
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
PLANED the Clerk reminded Council of the training sessions with PLANED on the 15th and 29th October at 7.30 p.m., in relation to the Community Well-being and Resilience project.
b)
Town Hall Clock.  The Clerk informed Council that the Clock has stopped yet again.  The Clerk had contacted Smith of Derby and had spoken with the Engineer.  The last time they attended the site the engineer thought it was 
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stopping due to:

· The old lighting unit was in a position that when the weights lowered they sat on the top of it, the effect of this is that there was no power to the clock mechanism. 

· The ladder (to gain access to the small hatch) was underneath the weights causing the same issue as above.

The Clerk informed the Engineer that nobody goes up into the Tower other than Smith of Derby employees and that nothing had been changed since their last visit.  The Clerk answered various questions in an attempt to find a reason for the Clock stopping as the Engineer was at a loss given that he had checked all the usual causes.  It was left that the Engineer will call again and the Clerk asked for notice of the date and time in order that she could inform the tenant. The Clerk was asked to inform Smith of Derby that the Clock always seemed to stop at ten to the hour. 
c)
Ivy Bush.  The Clerk informed members that the request for a License for a Beer Garden has been withdrawn.  The Clerk had informed the necessary people of this.

83/19
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)
In the absence of both County Cllrs there was nothing to report.
84/19
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Back Lane.  The Clerk had received an email from a resident together with a photograph showing the food waste which had been dumped in Back Lane.  The Clerk is to ask County Cllr Dennis of the outcome with the Public Protection Department last month.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will also contact the County Council with regard to rubbish being left on what is a public highway.
b)
Diseased Trees.  The Clerk had received a letter from a Narberth resident regarding two diseased trees in the graveyard below the Castle.  The Clerk had informed Reverend Cox of this who stated that he would get the Church Wardens to sort it out.  The Clerk had informed the resident of her action.
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c)
Remembrance Parade.  The Clerk had received an email regarding the County Council’s blanket road closures for this year’s Remembrance Parade and Service.  The Clerk was to inform them that the Service will be held on Sunday 10th November at St Andrews.  Parade to leave Town Moor Car Part at 9.15 a.m.
d)
Bunting.  The Clerk stated that she had received an email from the County Council asking for the bunting by the Spar shop to be taken down as part of it is lying across the footpath giving the risk of a trip hazard.  The Clerk had informed the Mayor of this concern and he kindly tied the bunting up high out of the way.  The Clerk had sent an email to the Chair of the Chamber of Trade to ask him to arrange for the bunting to be dismantled now that the Food Festival was over.  Cllr Rees informed Council that the Chair is out of the country so the Clerk will forward the message on to the Chamber Secretary.
e)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received a letter from Welsh Water confirming payment of the water bill.
f)
Western Power Distribution.  The Clerk has received the Certificate of Unmetered Supply with Inventory Schedule for the 2018 and a notice of completion form for this year 2019 to be completed by the Contractor.  The Clerk will pass this on once the Contract has been awarded.

g)
Queen’s Hall.  The Clerk has received an email from the Queen’s Hall asking for a letter of support for their grant application.  On looking back, the Clerk has confirmed that this is the same request as asked for back in February 2019 when Council agreed that they are happy to support the application but pointed out that they are not a ‘Key Partner’.  The Clerk was to give the same reply as previously given in March 2019.
h)
Carding Mill Lane.  The Clerk had received a letter and a plan regarding the Public Bridleway Improvement Works at Carding Mill Lane.  Work will commence on the 7th October and will be completed over a 12 week period.  

i)
Grass Cutting.   The Clerk asked Council if they wished for a second cut of the Footpaths and Common Land to be carried out in October and,




IT WAS RESOLVED on a proposal by Cllr Rees which was seconded by Cllr Rogers and agreed by full Council that the Contractor should carry out the second cut but leave out Carding Mill Lane due to the proposed works and reduce his invoice accordingly.
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j)
Churchyard.  The Clerk stated that the Contractor will do a second spraying of the brambles at the lower end of the Churchyard once the blackberries have died back.  The Contractor will put up signs whilst he is carrying out this work.  
k)
Station Road.   The Clerk had received a telephone call from a resident of Station Road regarding the access to his property and the fact that a neighbour has applied for sole access.  The Clerk put him in touch with Pembrokeshire County Council’s Planning Department.    
85/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)
a)
19/0519/PA  Narberth Garage, Land and building to the East side of 10 Spring Gardens – Change of use to Dog Day Centre – No objection.  Cllr Meredydd and Cllr Barnes declared an interest as they live nearby.
b)
19/0611/PA  Bryn Villa, Kiln Park Road – Two storey rear extension – No Objection.  Cllr Lloyd left the room whilst this application was being discussed and an outcome reached as it is Cllr Lloyd’s property.  
c)
19/0613/PA  Former Delivery Office, 2-3 Spring Garden – Change of use of former Royal Mail sorting office to a dwelling – No Objection.  Cllr Meredydd and Cllr Barnes declared an interest as they live nearby.
d)
19/0635/PA  Rushacre Court, Redstone Road – Alterations and Extension – No objection. 
85.1
  Planning permission was Conditionally Approved to:
a)
19/0356/PA  24 Spring Gardens – Alterations and extension to roof.
85.2
  Planning refusal:
a)
19/0133/PA  Sodston Manor Farm, Sodston – Conversion of outbuilding into dwelling – Refused.
b)
19/0347/PA  5 Water Street – Installation of replacement kitchen ventilation equipment (model Nr. SEL315/2B-1AC) (In Retrospect) – Refused.

86/19
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Training.  Cllr Walters stated that he had been looking into an IOSH training Course for the Clerk to attend.  The training cost is £350 plus VAT with Providence Training Ltd and £395 plus VAT with Pembrokeshire College and 
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Aid Training, Pembroke Dock.  The Course is held over four full days and the next course starts next Monday with Providence Training.  Members discussed this and the benefits to Council of the Clerk attending and, 

IT WAS RESOLVED that, as there is money available under the Training Budget, the Clerk should attend the sessions with Providence Training Ltd.

b)
Recycling Demonstration.  Cllr Rogers asked if the Recycling demonstration went ahead due to the inclement weather on Monday 9th September.  Cllr Rogers added that one needs to be held in Narberth, indoors, as a lot of people do not know what to do.   The Clerk will ask for another display to be held in Narberth.
c)
Barrier.  Cllr Rees asked if the Clerk can obtain a key for the barrier at the lower end of the Car Park for access.
d)
Brambles.  Cllr Meredydd stated that there were brambles on the hedgerow outside Gardenia which required cutting back.   Cllr Rogers will arrange for this to be dealt with.
e)
Dropped Kerbs.  Cllr Meredydd stated that due to the dropped kerbs in the High Street, during periods of heavy rain the water is running off the roads, going over the dropped kerbs and entering shops.  Members agreed that the blocked drains did not help with this problem and,



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask for the drains to be cleaned out as they have not been jetted for some time.

f)
BT Kiosk.  Cllr Harding stated that following the removal of the telephone kiosk outside No 47, the brick pavers were replaced with grey bricks and not in keeping with the rest of the pavement.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should report this to the County Council and ask for them to be replaced.

g)
Layby – Northfield Road.  Cllr Platt stated that he had received complaints of brambles from the hedge in the layby scratching people’s cars.  Cllr Platt was informed that this is not an official layby and that the hedge is privately owned.
h)
Waste Bin.  Cllr Platt had received complaints about the removal of the waste bin at Northfield Road.  Councillors informed Cllr Platt that it was removed as 
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it was not being used and that there is one nearby in front of No 47 High Street.

i)
Castle.  Cllr Platt had received complaints of noise coming from the Castle on Friday and Saturday nights as a result of loads of people going down there with bottles and cans.  Cllr Harding stated that she lives opposite the Castle and that she never hears any noise.

j)
Lloyd Chemist.  Cllr Barnes stated that this building needs painting and was informed that there is a refit due for this store.

k)
Court House.  Cllr Harding informed Council of the problems with pigeon on the roof of the Court House and their ‘droppings’ going everywhere.  Cllr Harding was informed that Pest Control is looking into this issue.

l)
Spar.  For information, the Council were informed that the Spar store has new owners.
m)
Trees.  Cllr Harding stated that there is a gap in Market Street where a tree has died and is still waiting to be replaced.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform the County Council of this and ask for the tree to be replaced.

n)
Churchyard.  Cllr Harding stated that there appears to be some confusion over who is doing what at the Churchyard as FONCY are cutting back things the Contractor should be doing and FONCY are leaving branches on the graves.  Cllr Harding felt that the best way to deal with this is to arrange a meeting with FONCY, the Contractor, Cllr Harding and the Clerk.  The Clerk will speak to the Contractor and Cllr Harding will speak to FONCY in order to arrange this meeting.

o)
Kiln Park Road.  Cllr Rees stated that she and Cllr Lloyd had a successful meeting with Claire Williams, Pembrokeshire County Council and County Cllr Morse to discuss the Kiln Park Road junction.  Cllr Rees reiterated to Council that any problems or near misses at this junction must be reported to the Police in order that they can be recorded.  Cllr Rees stated that one of the outcomes was the possibility of putting a Welcome to Narberth Please Drive Carefully Sign on this junction with a picket fence around it and flowers in order to make it a feature.  Cllr Rees asked for this to be an Agenda item for next month’s meeting and Council agreed to this.





6 of 9



Signed ……………………….
p)
Speed activated sign.  The Clerk was asked to chase the County Council to see when the Speed Activated Sign is going to be relocated down to Kiln Park Corner as previously agreed.  
q)
Great British High Street.  Cllr Walters thanked Narberth and the Chamber of Trade for their efforts in putting Narberth on the map.  Cllr Walters stated that the town looked very clean.

r)
Food Festival.   Cllr Walters stated that the Food Festival did extremely well considering the weather conditions and added that there were some problems with the generator on the Saturday night.  Cllr Walters asked for a letter of congratulations to be sent. 

s)
Book Fair.  Cllr Walters stated that his event was also successful in the Queen‘s Hall on the same weekend as the Food Festival.
t)
Fire Brigade.  Cllr Walters stated that the Fire Brigade did extremely well with clearing the overflowing drains in Narberth.

u)
Paul Satori.  Cllr Walters congratulated Paul Satori on their new premises.
87/19
MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  (Agenda item 9)
There was nothing to report.

88/19
MEMORIAL BENCH:  (Agenda item 10)

The Clerk had received the Invoice for payment for the Bench.  The Clerk reminded the Mayor that the person he knows who is going to install the Bench must have the appropriate Public Liability Cover and that a Risk Assessment must be carried out.  The Clerk again raised her concern over the delivery of the bench, who is going to take the delivery and where the bench is going to be left.  The Clerk was informed that this would be sorted out once a delivery date is known.  Cllr Harding agreed to ask someone living nearby if the Bench could be left in their garden and will let the Clerk know.  
89/19
MEMBERS ALLOWANCE:  (Agenda item 11)

The Clerk reminded Councillors that she needed the forms returned to her as soon as possible for this year’s Allowances.
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90/19
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS:  (Agenda item 12)

The Clerk asked for permission to go out to Tender for the Christmas Lights and to put an advertisement in the Narberth and Whitland Observer asking for interested parties to contact her for Tender forms.  As there is to be a meeting on the 15th October when the full Council would be present, the Clerk asked if they could open and award the Tenders for the Christmas Lights following this training session.  




IT WAS RESOLVED to make this a Confidential Agenda item for the 15th October 2019.
91/19
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 13)

Income received:

a)
Nat West Interest –September -

£       3.87
b)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit –
£     57.68
91.1

Payments due:

a)
HMRC  - Employer £189.63, Employee £245.71


£   435.34

b)
Chris Viggars – 2 x Church and 2 x Castle 



£   430.00
c)
David Ogilvie Engineering - 





£1,128.60     





IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Propose by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.
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