 MANORBIER COMMUNITY COUNCIL (MCC)
Meeting of Full Council held at Jameston Village Hall, Jameston
Monday 1 April 2019 – 7.10pm.
MINUTES

Present: Cllr Ray Hughes (Chair), Cllr Graham Clark, Cllr Rob Hall, Cllr Marcia Kidney, Cllr John Long, Cllr James Miall and Ian Morris (Clerk and Proper Officer). County Cllr Phillip Kidney was also present.
A Public Participation session took place between 7.03pm and 7.08pm. Increases in ‘fast food’ litter in MCC’s area was the only issue raised and discussed.
At this point, the Clerk began taping the meeting, in line with MCC policy, using a digital voice recorder, to aid drafting of the Minutes. No other video or audio recording was permitted.

53/19
Apologies: Cllr George Hislop and Cllr John Williams. Cllr Hughes read out an email from Cllr Lynda Parker confirming her resignation as a councillor for Manorbier ward with immediate effect.  
54/19
To receive any declarations of interest: Cllr Hughes declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in agenda item 14. 


Cllr Hughes reminded Members that, if at any point in the meeting they felt they had a Personal Interest or Personal and Prejudicial Interest in any item not already declared, they were to inform the Chair or Clerk immediately.

55/19
To approve and sign as a true and correct record the Draft Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 4 March 2019. Cllr Long proposed that the draft Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 4 March 2019 be accepted as a true and correct record. Seconded by Cllr Marcia Kidney. Vote taken – 5 in favour, 1 abstention.
56/19
Matters Arising from the Full Council Meeting held on 4 March 2019. None.
57/19
To receive and consider any correspondence. Cllr Hughes and the Clerk summarised some of the key items of correspondence, including;

· Email from Helen Brickell complimenting Network Rail on lineside vegetation clearance in Manorbier Newton.
· Email from Karen Bolton, PCNPA, about a planning case of non-compliance with enforcement notices. Persons concerned have now been summoned to the Magistrate’s Court.
· Email from Karen Bolton, PCNPA, about land for sale at Harpers Hall. Prospective buyers are unlikely to get planning permission for redevelopment of the derelict cottages on site, as the site is adjacent to a dangerous road.

· Email from County Cllr Kidney requesting a letter be sent to Hayston Developments in support of the new owners of Wynd Hill Farm, Manorbier, confirming that there had been a caravan site located at Wynd Hill for around 20 years. Members were supportive and the Clerk was asked to action.
· Copy email from Mary Sinclair, CPRW, about the proposed housing development opposite Bush Terrace, Jameston and concern about the lack of provision of a footpath between the proposed development and Manorbier School. Members agreed and noted MCC had also made this point to PCNPA.
· Email from County Cllr Kidney forwarding an email from the Chief Executive of PCNPA, confirming the resignation of Jane Gibson, Director of Park Direction and Planning at PCNPA. Jane Gibson is to stay in her post until the LDP examination has been completed.
· Invite to a PLANED Brexit summit on 12 April 2019. No nominations to attend.
· Letter from Barclays Bank plc about closures of their branches in Pembroke, Milford Haven and Narberth in June and July 2019. MCC’s account was based at the Pembroke branch. Councillors thought this was disappointing news and would cause some problems for MCC, in so far as administration will need to transfer to Tenby or Haverfordwest branch. These branches were not open on Wednesdays. Cllr Marcia Kidney suggested that MCC look to convert to on-line banking. Cllr Hughes said MCC could discuss at MCC’s Annual Meeting in May 2019.
· Letter from PCC about a vacancy on PCC’s Standards Committee.

· Letter from Wales Air Ambulance thanking MCC for its charitable donation.

Other correspondence was noted.

At this point, Clerk was asked to erase the tape recording of the Full Council meeting held on 4 March 2019. Clerk actioned.

58/19
  To receive and consider the following planning application, licence application and other  

            notices; 
a) NP/19/0149/FUL – Enlargement of existing single storey flat roofed side extension with pitched roof side and rear extension at 44 Dewing Avenue, Manorbier SA70 7TS. Cllr Hall provided some background on the applicant. Cllr Clark proposed that this application be recommended for approval. Seconded by Cllr Hall. Vote taken – all in favour.  
b) Premises licence: Westival 2019: 19-22 July 2019 at Shipping Hill Farm, The Ridgeway, Manorbier SA70 8LE. Full Council expressed some concern about the proposal to serve alcohol and have live music performed until 03.00am on the Friday and Saturday evenings. This might have an impact on local communities, including St Florence. Cllr Hall proposed that any licence approval should restrict the serving of alcohol and performing of live music to a 01.00am closing time. Seconded by Cllr Long. Vote taken – all in favour.


Other planning decision notices were noted.
59/19
To receive and consider the Financial Statement from 14 February 2019 to 13 March 2019. Clerk handed out copies of the Financial Statement to all Members present. Financial Statement showed that the opening balance on the Community Account at the start of the period was £8,101.34p and transactions totalling £1,797.43p had cleared the account. One cheque totalling £200.00p remained unpresented. The balance of the Business Premium Account (BPA) stood at £30,509.02p. Cllr Marcia Kidney proposed that the Financial Statement be accepted as a true and accurate record of MCC’s financial position. Seconded by Cllr Clark. Vote taken – all in favour.
60/19
To receive an update on the Annual Audit for FY 2018/19 and confirm appointment of MCC’s Internal Auditor. Clerk reported that the Annual Return for FY 2018/19 had now been received from the external auditor, Grant Thornton LLP. In addition, MCC’s internal auditor, Caroline Wheeler at Bevan Buckland LLP, had sent her Letter of Engagement. Cllr Miall proposed that Caroline Wheeler at Bevan Buckland be appointed as MCC’s independent Internal Auditor for FY 2018/19 on a pro-bono basis and that Cllr Hughes sign the Letter of Engagement on behalf of MCC. Seconded by Cllr Hall. Vote taken – all in favour. Clerk updated councillors on a letter from the Wales Audit Office about external audit fee charges, which might increase and on the timetable for the 2018/19 audit. MCC needed to approve the internal audit by 30 June 2019.
61/19
To receive and consider the County Councillor’s Report. County Cllr Phillip Kidney provided the following report;
· The light outside the Baptist Chapel (which could blind drivers at its current position) will shortly be kindly altered by an electrician from Manorbier Bay Caravan Park.

· Will Lloyd, PCC, had undertaken a site visit to Manorbier Newton to look at a leaning tree causing issues near to Black Bridge. This had been reported during Public Participation at the March 2019 meeting. Mr Lloyd has reported the issue to Highways at PCC.
· Dogs had been reported in Manorbier play park. This was owned by PCC. A sign was required and a waste bin was required for placing outside the play area.

· Cheddar Bridge tolls were now being withdrawn but the Welsh Government would be providing PCC with a grant of £3m per year for 20 years and a one-off payment to cover the costs of removal of the toll booths and subsequent redundancies.

· Cllr Clark reported that a local resident had prevented the installation of a new street light in St James’s Place in Jameston. County Cllr Kidney agreed to investigate.
 
County Cllr Kidney was thanked for his report.
62/19

Action Tracking: To receive updates on the following matters, not covered elsewhere in the agenda;
a) Car Parking at Manorbier Station – no further update. 
b) Beavers Hill Crossing – installation of road ramps/signage – no further update.
c) Improvements to footpath in Manorbier (Vicarage Fields to Post Office) – visit to the location by PCC’s Access Officer, Alan Hunt, still awaited.
d) Repairs to various walls in MCC’s area – remedial work to the wall by May Cottage had been completed. Manorbier Castle was thanked for arranging the work on this wall. Members asked the Clerk to remove this item from Action Tracking.  
e) Installation of a vehicle actuated speed (VAS) sign in MCC’s area – no update on date for speed checks. Previously was expected in May 2019.  
f) Installation of footpath – Windy Ridge to Hounsell Avenue, Manorbier – County Cllr Kidney confirmed no further update on the application submitted to PCC under the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant scheme.   

g) Jameston Play Area – inspections and vegetation update – no update.  
63/19

To receive an update on the Casual Vacancy process for Manorbier ward. Clerk reported that the Electoral Services Office at PCC had now confirmed that they had not received any petition from local residents for an election following the resignation of Cllr Hannon and that MCC could now fill the vacancy by Co-option. Clerk confirmed he had informed the Electoral Services Office of Cllr Parker’s resignation and relevant Notices had been placed in the community notice boards and on the MCC website. Cllr Hughes suggested that MCC wait until the Annual Meeting before taking forward a Co-option process for the 4 vacancies on Full Council. Members agreed.
64/19
To consider and approve Determinations 42-45, 47 and 48 in the Independent Review Panel for Wales (IRPW) Annual Report 2019. 


In view of advice received from the Monitoring Officer, all councillors present declared a Personal Interest in this item.



Clerk confirmed that Determination 40 had now been mandated but councillors wishing to opt out of receiving the £150 allowance (which was taxable) could write to the Clerk to confirm that they wish to forego this payment for FY 2019/20. Clerk was asked to draft a suitable note for individual councillors to sign confirming that they wish to forego this payment.


Clerk read out the following Determinations which were discussed by Full Council. After discussion, Members made the following decisions for FY 2019/20;



Determination 42 – Cllr Clark proposed that this non-mandated determination be not adopted by MCC. Seconded by Cllr Hall. Vote taken – all in favour.


Determination 43 – Cllr Marcia Kidney proposed that this determination be adopted by MCC. Seconded by Cllr Miall. Vote taken – all in favour.



Determination 44 - Cllr Miall proposed that this determination be adopted by MCC. Seconded by Cllr Long. Vote taken – all in favour.



Determination 45 - Cllr Marcia Kidney proposed that this determination be adopted by MCC. Seconded by Cllr Hall. Vote taken – all in favour.



Determination 47 - Cllr Clark proposed that this determination be not adopted by MCC. Seconded by Cllr Miall. Vote taken – all in favour.


Determination 48 - Cllr Marcia Kidney proposed that this determination be not adopted by MCC. Seconded by Cllr Long. Vote taken – all in favour.



Clerk highlighted that the draft IRPW report for FY 2020/21 would be published in the autumn and would help inform MCC discussions on its annual precept for FY 2020/21 in January 2020.
65/19
To review and approve MCC’s Financial Regulations. Clerk reminded Members that MCC adopted its current Financial Regulations in September 2016 and now needed to review them in line with paragraph 18.1 of the regulations. Clerk confirmed that he was not aware of any changes in legislation that required any amendment to the regulations but highlighted that MCC needed to verify bank reconciliations (see 2.2 of the Financial Regulations) at least once in each quarter. Council agreed to undertake this verification at the May 2019 meeting and quarterly thereafter. Cllr Hall proposed that MCC’s Financial Regulations be approved without amendment. Seconded by Cllr Long. Vote taken – all in favour.
66/19
To consider and approve funding for Jameston Community Association toward the purchase from PCC of the village hall driveway. 



At this point (8.22pm), Cllr Miall proposed that Full Council move out of session. Seconded by Cllr Long. Vote taken – all in favour.



At this point (8.36pm), Cllr Miall proposed that Full Council move back into session. Seconded by Cllr Marcia Kidney. Vote taken – all in favour.



At this point (8.36pm), Cllr Hughes left the room and Cllr Hall took up position of Chair of the meeting.



After discussion, Full Council agreed, in principle, to offer financial support to Jameston Community Association (JCA) toward the purchase of the village hall driveway from PCC. This was expected to cost £13k in total although MCC had not received any paperwork as yet from JCA. Members noted that JCA would also be submitting an application for funding support to PCC under the Enhancing Pembrokeshire grant scheme and hoped that this would amount to £5k. Cllr Clark proposed that MCC offer, in principle, up to £8k to JCA toward the purchase of the Jameston Village Hall driveway. Seconded by Cllr Marcia Kidney. Vote taken – 5 in favour.


Cllr Hughes returned to the room at this point (8.39pm).

67/19
To consider and approve charitable donations to a) Cruse Bereavement Care; b) Pembrokeshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs and c) Save Our Sprinkle Park (SOSP). Cllr Hughes read out the donation requests received ahead of MCC consideration of each request. Members discussed the donation requests and the following decisions were made in line with MCC’s policy of approving donations to local charities;

· a) Cllr Hall proposed that a donation of £100 be made to Cruse Bereavement Care. Seconded by Cllr Miall. Vote taken – all in favour.
· b) Cllr Clark proposed that a donation of £100 be made to the Pembrokeshire Young Farmers’ Clubs. Seconded by Cllr Kidney. Vote taken – all in favour.

At this point, Cllr Hall declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the following item. Cllr Hall left the room at this point (8.41pm)

· c) Members noted that MCC had previously made a donation to SOSP. SOSP had also applied for funding to PCC under the Enhancing Pembrokeshire grant scheme for improvements to the toddler park at Sprinkle and Members noted that a funding gap of £4,081 remained for this work. After discussion, Cllr Long proposed that a donation of £2k be made on this occasion to SOSP. Seconded by Cllr Marcia Kidney. Vote taken – 5 in favour.


At this point (8.48pm), Cllr Hall returned to the room.


68/19

To receive an update (if any) from Cllr Hall on ways of reducing use of single use plastic within MCC’s area. Cllr Hall confirmed that he had no major updates and suggested MCC consider further at its June 2019 meeting. Members were content.
69/19
To consider councillor training opportunities provided by One Voice Wales (OVW). Clerk read out OVW training modules available over the next two months. Cllr Marcia Kidney expressed an interest in the Creating a Community Plan module and said she would email the Clerk if willing and available to attend. Members were content for Cllr Marcia Kidney to attend, if willing.
70/19

To approve the following outstanding invoice for payment;
· Ian Morris
- office costs, including folders for audit
  - 
£   20.47
Cllr Hall proposed that this invoice be approved. Seconded by Cllr Clark. Vote taken – all in favour.

71/19
To consider any Emergency Items and/or Outstanding Issues before Full Council. 

Cllr Hall informed MCC that Tim Jones, Head Area Ranger at PCNPA, was retiring on 4 April 2019. Members asked the Clerk to email Tim Jones to wish him well in his retirement.

Cllr Hughes noted that a request to borrow MCC’s roller (currently kept in the North sports field) had been made via a third party. Members noted that MCC had not yet been approached. 


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.59pm.
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