NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 6th March 2018.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
R Platt, R Barnes, L Lloyd, G Meredydd, D Norcross, M Platt, 


S Rees, C Walters, County Cllr Dennis and Mr Barry Cooke.
146/18
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr L Tucker-Jones, Cllr Harding, Cllr Rigby, Cllr Rogers County Cllr Morse and Mrs Chris Harrison.
147/18
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Cllr Barnes declared an interest in the requests for financial assistance from Paul Sartori as she volunteers for the Foundation..
148/18
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 6th February 2018 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rees seconded by Cllr Platt and agreed by full Council.

149/18
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Castle Electricity Supply.  The Clerk informed members that she has spoken to an adviser at EDF and managed to arrange for the meter at the Castle to be de-energised at no cost to the Council.   This will be done on the 8th March during the afternoon.  The Clerk has requested a telephone call at least 30 minutes prior to EDF arriving on site in order that she could be there as requested by them.
b)
Advanced Financial Training.  The Clerk stated that she had attended this course and that it was purely going through the Annual Return.

c)
SLCC Branch meeting.  The Clerk had attended the recent Branch Meeting and stated that it was very informative.

d)
One-way System.  The Clerk had contacted Darren Thomas at the County Council about the proposed work and this is being looked into.
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150/18
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

Report from County Cllr Dennis:

a)
Nat West Bank.  County Cllr Dennis stated that he is still awaiting a response to several points he has raised about the closure of the Bank and the ATM remaining in the High Street.  County Cllr Dennis is looking into the future plans for Barclays Bank and highlighted the need to encourage and support Barclays.
b)
Templeton School.  County Cllr Dennis informed Council that the School are lowering the attendance age to 3 years.
c)
Education Bursary.  County Cllr Dennis stated that he is looking into this next week and will report back to the Council.  County Cllr Dennis stated that a wider criteria is being applied to this Bursary.  

d)
Plastic Free Narberth.  County Cllr Dennis stated that a Steering Group  is being set up for a Plastic Free Narberth and that the Council will be invited to attend the launch.  The Clerk reminded County Cllr Dennis of the interest expressed previously to the Town Council from a Swansea student.  County Cllr Dennis is aware of this lady.

151/18
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
IRPW.  The Clerk stated that she has been invited to attend a session in Carmarthen on 11th April in order to discuss the Panel’s current remuneration framework in respect of Community and Town Councils.
b)
Appreciation.  The Clerk had received a thank you postcard from a visitor to Narberth from Monmouthshire which highlighted the cleanliness and friendliness of the town.






IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would thank the gentleman for taking the time to write.

c)
Council Tax Base.  The Clerk had received a letter from the County Council acknowledging receipt of the Precept request for the Financial Year 2018/19.   
d)
Narberth Chamber of Trade.  The Clerk reported on a letter she had received from the Chamber with regard to the Christmas festive lighting and Christmas Trees for 2018.  The Chamber also raised their concerns in relation to the ATM which is to be installed by BT at Market Square and their 
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suggestion of a safer place being outside the HSBC building.  The Chamber were also writing to the County Council regarding the cleaning/re-painting of the street bollards, benches etc., within the town and asked if the Town Council were able to assist in this matter.  Following a discussion, 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should reply that in relation to the Christmas lighting a joint meeting should be set up with members of the Winter Carnival, the Town Council’s Christmas Lights Committee and the Council’s Contractor to discuss the options available.  With regard to the location of the ATM, the Council felt that the area chosen was probably due to there already being a telephone connection here.  Cllr R and M Platt declared an interest as they are on the Winter Carnival Committee.
e)
Sustainable Play Day.  The Clerk had received very positive comments from the Play Day held on the Town Moor during half-term.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform the organiser of these comments.
f)
Deputy Mayor.  The Clerk reminded Council that consideration should be given prior to the April Council meeting as to whether or not Councillors wished to put their names forward to be the Deputy Mayor for 2018/19.

g)
St Andrews Church Yard.   The Clerk highlighted the email she had circulated with regard to the Access to the Churchyard and the installation of a memorial bench.  The Clerk has arranged to meet with the Access Officer at the County Council and the Town Council’s Contractor on site tomorrow to see what could be done to make sure the pathway is accessible to all.  

h)
Grass cutting.  As Easter is early this year and the Contract for this year will not be awarded in time, the Clerk asked Council if they wished for last year’s Contractor to carry out one cut at the Castle and the Churchyard prior to Good Friday so that both areas looked at their best.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should arrange this.

i)
Insurance.  The Clerk had received the Council’s renewal document and the Invoice from Zurich.  The policy premium for this year is £2,131.33 including taxes.
j)
Donations.  Request have been received from Mind Pembrokeshire, 
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Children’s Wales Air Ambulance, Welsh Hearts Cymru, Paul Sartori and Cruse Bereavement.  These will be discussed later under the Financial Assistance Agenda item.

k)
Car Parking.  The Clerk had received a Notice of Variation (No 7) from the County Council which shows the increase in parking fees for Narberth.  The Clerk has emailed a copy of these charges on to Councillors.

l)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received a credit note from Welsh Water in respect of the Castle

m)
PAVS.  The Clerk had received an advanced notice of direct debit collection from PAVS in respect of this year’s membership fees.  Thirty pounds will be collected from the Council’s bank account on the 23rd March 2018.   The Clerk highlighted the Courses and workshops available from February to July and stated that details of these can be found on the PAVS website.
n)
Kidney Wales.  The Clerk reported on the information she had received on the Walk for Life events for April – June 2018.
o)
HAGS.  The Clerk had received a brochure on Inclusive Playground Solutions. 

p)
Emails:  For the minutes the following items have been received and forwarded to Councillors during the month:

Funding support available 2018-19; Play Wales e-bulletin 2018


Consultation on Edition 10 of Planning Policy Wales (Historic Environment chapter);

IRPW Annual report February 2018; Guidance note and application form in respect of  Welsh Government  support  for  the initial  setting up of joint  arrangements around  three core themes of community engagement, increasing citizen participation and engagement in local democracy, and clustering, which is available for 2018-19;Disability coalition calls for talks with prime minister over ‘human catastrophe’; Working with Keep Wales Tidy in our Area; General Data Protection Toolkit; Guidance for Principal Councils on the review of communities;

Consultation on the Draft Autism Bill (Wales); Innovative Practice Annual Awards Ceremony; Accessible Homes for the Future; One Voice Wales News bulletin for February; End of local government fees for child burials and Welsh tax as part of the tax policy work plan 2018.
 152/18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

a)
17/1139/TF  Sunnybank, Northfield Road – Tree Surgery – No Objection.
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152.1
Planning permission was granted to:
a)
17/0872/PA  9A Picton Place – Proposed change of use from Office/Store area to self-contained dwelling.
153/18   NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Town Clock.  Cllr Norcross reported that the Clock has not been working for over a week.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will call into the premises to see if the Clock has been wound-up.  

b)
Spotlights.  Cllr Norcross reported that the spotlight which shines onto the Town Hall is still remaining on all night.   The Clerk stated that she has sent another email to the contractor about this.

c)
Castle.  Cllr Norcross reported that the fencing at the Castle between the Castle and the Graveyard has two broken railings which are rotten and need repairing. 




IT WAS RESOVLED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.

d)
Inclement Weather.  Cllr Walters complimented all Volunteers and Careers for carrying on during the snow.  
e)
Dustbins.  Cllr Walters stated that there is no dustbin at the Moorefield Road entrance to the Town Moor or at the bottom of the playfield or outside the Vets.  Cllr Walters was informed that the Town Council have requested extra bins previously, but there was no money for this.

f)
Lighting.  Cllr Walters highlighted his concern with the lack of lights at the walkway from Cox Hill to the Town Moor late at night.
g)
 Pavement at Redstone Road.  Cllr Barnes had received complaints regarding the wire coming from the telephone pole into the middle of the pathway outside the new development in Redstone Road.  County Cllr Dennis informed Council that he is already dealing with this with the County Council and will let the Clerk know the outcome.
h)
Safety Deposit Box.  Cllr Norcross stated that he is still to look at the 
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 document in the safety deposit box at the Bank and questioned that if possible could a safe be purchased and the documents kept at the Library.  Cllr Rees, Cllr Rogers and Cllr Norcross will arrange to view these documents before a decision is reached.

i)
Car Park. Cllr Meredydd has received complaints of the Car Park being very muddy and slippery down by the RAOB club on the Town Moor.






IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.  Cllr Walters declared an interest as he works at the RAOB club.

j)
Crossing Points.  The Clerk was asked to report the lack of white markings on the Crossing point at Northfield Road and Kirkland Corner again to the County Council.
154/18  COUNCIL LINK OFFICERS:  (Agenda item 9)
Mr Cooke had nothing to report.
155/18
  ​FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 2018/19:  (Agenda item 10)
Council considered the applications that were in addition to the organisations that had 

been precepted for and following discussion,




IT WAS RESOLVED to make the following donations and to retain the balance from the miscellaneous budget heading as a provision for the forthcoming year.  The Clerk had reminded Council that they usually support Newspaper week with the Narberth & Whitland Observer which costs £40 and also give a small donation to the Royal British Legion to make the cheque up to £25 with the cost of the wreath.
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	Amount donated

Last year

Col 1
	Donation for

2018-19

Col 2
	Suggested Budget

Head

	1
	Queen’s Hall

S.145 LGA ‘72


	£500.00
	£500
	Specific



	2
	Narberth & District Comm. & Sports Ass.

S.145 LGA, S.19, ‘76

	£1,00.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific



	3
	Narberth Museum

S.145 (1) (d) LGA ‘72


	£750.00
	£750.00
	Specific


	4
	Narberth in Bloom

S.144 OG LGA ‘72


	£300.00
	£300.00
	Specific

	5
	Narberth Civic Week

S.144 LGA ‘72


	£200.00
	£250.00


	Specific

	6
	Narberth Winter Carnival

S.144 LGA ‘72


	Nil
	£150.00
	Specific

	7
	Narberth Cricket Youth

S.19 LGA ’76 


	£250.00
	£250.00
	Specific



	8
	Narberth Football Youth

S.19 LGA ’76


	£250.00
	£250.00


	Specific



	9


	Allotments

SS23, 26 and 42 LGA 1908 


	₤100.00
	£100.00
	Specific



	10
	Bus Stop Project

S.19 LGA ‘76


	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific



	11
	Dyffryn Taf
Comm. Infra.Levy Reg. 2010.


	₤50.00
	₤50.00
	Specific



	12
	Swim Narberth

Comm.
 Infrastructure

Levy Reg. 2010.

	£25,000.00
	£3,000.00
	Specific
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	13
	Narberth Scouts & Guides Hall.
S.19 LGA ‘76


	Nil
	£250.00
	Specific



	14
	Mind Pembrokeshire

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil


	£25.00
	Miscellaneous


156/18
 MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  
(Agenda item 11)

a)
Cllr M Platt had attended a recent Finance Meeting at Bloomfield.  At the meeting it was brought up how fast vehicles travel down Redstone Road.  Cllr Norcross stated that this area is part of the intended speed monitoring and that hopefully this will commence soon.  

Cllr M Platt informed Council of the forthcoming 3G pitch.  This is a joint venture with Narberth Rugby Club and Pembrokeshire College.  Mr Cooke stated that they are in contact with Pembrokeshire County Council as they own the land, although it is currently leased to Bloomfield and has many years left to run.  Members were informed that it would be a community facility and that the Football Club will also be involved.   Cllr Meredydd stated that the College wish to build during the summer so that the pitch is ready for December 2018 /January 2019 should planning permission be approved.  
157/18   FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 12)

157.1 
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit -     
£  457.68
b)
Nat West Interest for January -

£       1.03
157.2
Payments due:

a)
Clerk’s mileage and Car Parking fees to attend course - 

£     29.10

b)
Zurich Municipal - 







£2,131.33

c)
Wales Audit Office - 






£   231.00
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d)
One Voice Wales (training) - 





£      40.00

e)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water – Library -




£      57.32

f)
EDF (Castle) - 








£      17.22
g) 
Narberth Civic Week donation from Internal auditor - 

£      50.00

h)
Narberth Winter Carnival donation from Internal auditor - 

£      50.00

i)
Wired West – Library – security light.




£      57.49

j)
J. Dale – Library – New lock - 





£      53.61


 

IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments following a proposal from Cllr Walters which was seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.  

157.3
Payments made since last meeting:

a)
Swim Narberth - 






         £22,000.00



IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED that this payment was in order as it was approved at the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on the 26th February 2018.  The Clerk asked for permission to vire funds from the Town Council’s Reserves in order to meet the payment as it was not under a budget head and,



IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk should vire the money. 
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