NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 1st April 2014.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
R Platt, J E Feetham, D Duckfield, J Griffiths,




H Langen, D Norcross, S Radford-Smith, S Rees, D Rigby,



E M Rogers and C Williams.

146/14
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr D Hole. 

147/14
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

No declarations were made.

148/14
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the meeting held on the 4th and 18th March 2014 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Rogers and agreed by full Council.


149/14
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

There were no matters arising.
150/14  REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

There was no report from County Cllr Evans or County Cllr Morse.

151/14
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Town Moor Car Park.  The Clerk had received a letter from Dr Jones, County Council, asking for the Town Council’s views on the possibility of relocating the current third party usage of the buildings within the boundary of the Town Moor car park so that the buildings can be removed in order to reconfigure and extend the car park.  The letter also suggested that the parking situation has improved recently with the developments at both CK Food-stores and the Bloomfield Centre. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform Dr Jones that as there are currently Lease agreements on the buildings concerned, the 
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County Council would need to contact the Leaseholders to see what their views are.  The Clerk would also inform Dr Jones that planning permission has just been granted to the Scout and Guide Hall.   In relation to parking at Bloomfield and CK Food-store, the Clerk is to point out that neither of these buildings provides car parking to anyone who is not using their facilities.  Cllr Rees declared an interest as she is involved with the Bustop and rents a garage on the Town Moor and Cllr Norcross declared an interest as he is involved with the Scout movement.  
b)
Winter Carnival.  The Clerk had received a copy of the accounts for year-end 31st January 2014 from the Winter Carnival Committee.  
c)
One Stop Service Line.  The Clerk informed the new Councillors that there is a one stop service line number for reporting problems to the County Council.  This number is 0845 6021386 or by email to psl@pembrokeshire.gov.uk.  The Clerk reminded Council that under Health and Safety regulations, they have a duty of care to report any problems or dangers which they become aware of straight away to the County Council.  Telephone lines are open Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.

d)
Solar streetlights.  The Clerk informed Council that she had called into the Good Life to enquire about solar streetlights and was informed that the gentleman she needed to see was out of the office, but that he would contact her tomorrow with the information she required.  As the Clerk had not received a telephone call or an email, the Clerk sent a request to the Good Life via their website, but unfortunately has not had any reply.  The Clerk stated that she had also telephoned the Good Life a few months ago and had not received the promised call back then.  In light of this, the Clerk had looked on-line for solar lights and has also contacted Jason Emmins to see if he had any knowledge on solar street lighting and to ask if he would be interested in quoting for this work.  

Members suggested contacting the County Council to see if they were able to offer any advice.

e)
Span-Arts.  The Clerk had received a thank you card from Span Arts for the Council’s support with the A Cappella Voice Festival 2014 and notification that the event will be held on the 20th – 22nd February in 2015.  


The Clerk had also received an email regarding the possibility of Span-Arts hiring the Castle on either Thursday 21st August or Thursday 28th August.  The 
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Clerk had forwarded the necessary forms and conditions of hiring on to Span-Arts.

f)
Swimming Pool Notes.  The Clerk reported on the ‘Pool Notes Eleven’ and reminded Council to vote for an upgrade to the pool’s disabled WC to add a shower and baby changing facilities.  Voting starts on the 8th April and ends on 31st May at www.engagemutual.com/foundation/gaining-support/ 

g)
Welsh Government.  The Clerk reported on the appointment of up to four members on the ICT Sector Panel.  The Clerk had previously forwarded these details on to Councillors.

h)
PACT Meeting.  The Clerk informed Council that Keep Wales Tidy have invited Neighbourhood Police teams to submit applications to fund a community project.  The project must focus on improving Local Environment Quality.  This will be discussed fully at the next PACT meeting on Monday 7th April 2014.

i)
Sunnybank Consultation.  The Clerk had received a thank you email from Social Services for the Council’s contribution to the Sunnybank consultation. The closure of Sunnybank was approved by Cabinet on the 10th March 2014.  No further admissions will be made to Sunnybank and current residents will be supported to move to alternative accommodation of their choice as soon as practicable.
j)
Mid and West Wales Fire Service.  The Clerk informed Council that the annual improvement plan for 2014/15, which highlights the Fire Service’s three improvement objectives for the year, has been published on their website.

k)
Bus Service Reductions.  The Clerk reported on a letter received from the County Council in respect of the amendments to subsidised bus services, due to a recent re-tendering exercise and a reduction in funding.  The 381 (Haverfordwest-Narberth-Tenby) will remain hourly but with the late return journey operating only in the summer.  Changes will take effect on the 28th April 2014.  The letter also stated that the operators’ commercial services are  likely to be subject to changes over the coming months.  
l)
Town Hall.  The Clerk informed Council that she has arranged for Peter Kidney to carry out the annual Landlord’s Gas Safety check in respect of the Town Hall on Friday at 9 – 9.30 a.m. 
m)
HMRC.  The Clerk had received a note from the HMRC stating that the recent 
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notification sent to the Clerk saying that she had to pay PAYE electronically 

this year instead of via the Employer Payment Booklet, had been sent in error.  The Clerk has received a new employment payment book for the PAYE payments for tax year 2014-15.

n)
Council website.  The Clerk informed Council that both she and Cllr Norcross had attended the Training session for the Council’s website and that this will be going live today.  The site can be accessed at www.pembstcc.co.uk
o)
Chamber of Trade.  The Clerk reported on the minutes from the meeting held on the 17th March 2014.  Copies have been forwarded to Councillors.

p)
One Voice Wales.  The Clerk had received a letter from One Voice Wales thanking the Council for renewing their membership for 2014-15.

q)
Radio Beca.  The Clerk reported on a letter received from Radio Beca asking for the Town Council’s financial support.  Unfortunately, there are no funds available to assist with this venture.  

r)
 Narberth Cricket Club.  The Clerk had received a copy of the audited accounts for year-end 31.12.12 and 31.12.13.  

s)
Dwr Cymru.  The Clerk had spoken with the Dwr Cymru Inspector who had carried out the water supply inspection at the Castle.  All was found to be in order.
t)
Jobs Fair.  The Clerk had been informed that Simon Hart MP will be holding a Jobs Fair on Monday 12th May at Pembroke Town Hall between 10 a.m. – 


1 p.m.

u)
Western Power.  The Clerk had received a copy of their spring publication.

v)
Chairman’s Allowance.  The Clerk advised the Council on the key issues of the chairman’s allowance and gave a copy of the SLCC’s advice on this to 


Cllr Rees.

w)
Proludic.  The Clerk had received the new Primo Catalogue on Play Equipment, which she gave to Cllr Rogers.

x)
Glasdon.  The Clerk had received information on litter bins, dog waste bins and seating from Glasdon.com.
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y)
Old CP School.  The Clerk informed Council that she had asked the Director of Development who the preferred developer for the old School is and what was going there.  The Clerk had been told that it is Abbeymore Estates/Knox & Wells Ltd and that it is for a mixed use development with a small supermarket (4,000 sq ft), retail units and residential apartments.
z)
Dyffryn Taf.  The Clerk had received a letter from Dyffryn Taf inviting the Mayor and Consort to the School Prize Evening on the 10th April 2014.  As the current agreement of the Town Council donating £50 a year towards a Community Award came to an end in 2013, the Headteacher asked if the Town Council would kindly consider continuing with this arrangement for a further period of five years.  





IT WAS RESOLVED unanimously that this would be the case.  

152/14
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

a)
13/1052/PA - Crunns Farm, Coxhill – Widening of access onto highway – No objection.

b)
06/0938/PA – Land at Adam’s Drive – Variation of condition 3 and 4 of planning permission –Timescale for submission of reserved matters and implementation for commencement of development – Application will be heard by the Planning and Public Rights of Way Committee on 8th April 2014 at 10 a.m.
c)
13/0867/PA  - 5 Castle Terrace – Alterations and extension to dwelling (partly in retrospect) – Proposal has been withdrawn, no further action to be taken.

152.1  Consent to display an Advertisement.

a)
13/0698/AD – CK Nisa Supermarket – Internal illuminated fascia sign.

152.2   Planning permission.

a)
09/0419/PA – Land adjacent to Rushacre Farm, Redstone Road – Residential development (54 units including affordable provision).
b)
13/0697/PA – CK Nisa Supermarket – Installation of an ATM within a new ATM white steel secure room Pod.
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152.3
Refusal of Planning Permission.

a)
13/0536/PA – Land at Crosswood, Coxhill – Use of land for siting timber lodges, yurts, touring caravans/motor-homes, tents together with construction of facilities buildings.

153.14
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Bench.  Cllr Platt stated that the County Council will not be replacing the bench they removed from outside Nobles.  If the Town Council wish for this to be replaced, then they will need to do so themselves.  Cllr Rees suggested that possibly the owner of the bench outside the sub-station in Spring Gardens, may wish for it to be relocated to the High Street.  Cllr Williams will speak with the lady concerned.   
b)
Waste bin.  Cllr Platt informed Council that the waste bin will be replaced at the top of the High Street by relocating the current bin which is by the Cenotaph.  Members stated that as there are two bins at Kirkland Corner, maybe one of these could be moved instead.  Cllr Platt will pass this suggestion on.

 c)
Old CP School.  Cllr Williams stated that unfortunately, more boards have been ripped off the old School and that more windows have been broken.
d)
Streetlights.  Cllr Williams stated that the streetlight outside the Farmers is not working.  Cllr Williams will look at this tomorrow to see if there is a number to report.  Members stated that there were also streetlights out on the corner of Jesse Road to Springfield Park and in Station Road, but unfortunately did not have the necessary streetlight numbers.

e)
Play-park.   Cllr Rogers informed members that there is a meeting of the Play Park Committee on Wednesday 9th April at 4 p.m., to discuss the play equipment for toddlers.  Cllr Rogers is attending a site meeting with a representative of Play and Leisure tomorrow to discuss the state of the field inside the play park fence and whether or not anything can be done.  

f)
PACTO.  Cllr Radford-Smith informed Council that PACTO are hiring out scooters in order to help youngsters gain a CBT.
g)
Traffic Calming.  Cllr Langen asked if a letter could be sent to the County Council to request traffic calming measures and a 20mph speed limit be set at the top of the High Street/Spring Gardens.  Cllr Langen informed Council that a pedestrian had 
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been knocked down at this location and that the incident had been reported to the Police.  Members agreed that traffic come around this bend far too quickly and that it needs to be slowed down.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to the County Council with this request.

h)
Bell Tower, Church Street.  Cllr Langen informed Council that the bell tower on top of the Catholic Church in Church Street is to be taken down.  Negotiations are in hand with the Catholic Church for the bell tower to be relocated in Narberth and a gentleman is willing to rebuild this free of charge.  The bell tower stands between 

10 – 15 feet high.  Cllr Langen asked for suggestions on where it could be located and suggested the Charles Salmon Memorial Garden or at the top of the High Street.  Cllr Langen hoped to have more information on this by the next meeting.

i)
Play Park.  Cllr Griffiths stated that several people have asked for a play park near the new school, as it is felt that the Town Moor is too far away to use after school.  Cllr Griffiths asked if this question could be raised at the next Play Park meeting with Sinead.  
j)
Safe Routes.  Cllr Norcross asked why only106 money was used to build the footpath at Bloomfield, when the Council were originally told that the developer was paying for this.  





IT WAS RESOLVED to write to the County Council again with this question.

k)
Narberth Scouts.  Cllr Norcross informed the Council that another Scout from the Narberth group has been allocated a place on the Jamboree.  


Cllr Norcross stated that planning consent has been granted for the Scout Hut and that a gas survey needs to be carried out as the hut is on a former tip.  Only the County Council can carry out this survey at a cost of £500.  
l)
Charles Salmon Memorial Garden.   Cllr Feetham said that he has been in discussion with Glen Codd about the Memorial Garden as it is looking rough.  Daffodils and crocuses will be planted there this autumn and Cllr Feetham has been promised these bulbs. 

m)
Signs.  Cllr Williams stated that a gentleman from the County Council had been in Narberth removing the signs on the railing at the top of the High Street.  Whilst Cllr Williams had mentioned the signs on the Memorial Garden, the Council 
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workman stated that he had only been told to remove the ones on the railings.  The Clerk informed Council that she had received a telephone call from a gentleman who works at Paul Sartori, stating that their banner had been removed.  The Clerk informed him that this had probably been carried out by the County Council.
n)
Town Hall Basement.  Cllr Rees asked if there was any news on the Basement repairs.  Cllr Langen agreed to ask someone to take a look at this and to give his opinion on how to stop the water from entering the basement.


Members also asked for tenders for painting the outside of the Town Moor.

o)
Mayor’s Chain.  Cllr Platt stated that some previous Mayor’s had not had the links on the chain engraved and asked if she should do this as well as having extra links added. 





IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Platt should obtain an estimate from Bisley H Munt for a new row of links to be added to the back of the chain.

p)
Letter.  Cllr Platt had received a letter from a nine year old girl who raised her concerns with regard to the closure of Sunnybank and of what will happen to the elderly people.




IT WAS RESOLVED to reply to the young girl to thank her for her letter and for the Press to report on it in this week’s paper.

q)
Civic Society.  Cllr Williams said that he had been asked why Narberth did not have a Civic Society like other towns in Pembrokeshire.  Members felt that this was not needed as Narberth has a Future Forum.

r)
Traffic Warden.  Cllr Rogers reported that the traffic warden was in town every day last week until 7.30 p.m.
s)
Brambles.  The Clerk was asked to request that the County Council cut back the brambles outside the Castle fence. 
154/14  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   

             (Agenda item 9)  

a)
Town Regeneration Meeting.  Cllr Norcross and Cllr Rees had attended this meeting.  The County Council stated that good communication between Town and County Council is vital in order for them both to work in harmony.  Cllr Rees stated that she had informed one of the County Council Directors at the meeting 
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that the County Council had neither spoken with, nor consulted the Town Council on their opinion for the sale of the old School.  As the Narberth County Councillor has not attended a Town Council meeting for many months, it was agreed that they would have a word with him.
b)
Finger Post.  Cllr Rogers had met with the County Council representative to discuss where the new finger posts will go.  One is to go on the kerb outside Idos and the other just outside Giddy Aunt, where the bollards are.
155/14
TO ELECT MAYOR DESIGNATE FOR 2014/15:  (Agenda item 10a)
Cllr Rogers proposed that Cllr Rees be the Mayor Designate for 2014/15.  

Cllr Feetham seconded this proposal and all members agreed.
156/14
TO ELECT DEPUTY MAYOR DESIGNATE FOR 2014/15:  



(Agenda item 10b)

All members were asked if they wished to stand for Deputy Mayor Designate for 2014/15 and Cllr Rogers put her name forward.  Cllr Rees proposed that Cllr Rogers be Deputy Mayor Designate for 2014/15 and Cllr Platt seconded this proposal.  All members agreed.
157/14
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 11)

157.1  
Income received:

a)

Jelly Egg -






£   457.68

157.2
Payments due:

a)
Stamps 100 x 60p 





£     60.00
b)
Clerk’s Contract





£   410.24

c)
British Gas






£     12.35

d)
SWALEC






£     50.52

e)
PCC Rates St Andrews 




£   177.38

f)
HMRC






£   106.30
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g)
Dyffryn Taf (donation)




£     50.00




IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed

by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Williams and agreed by full Council.

157.3

The Clerk stated that she has balanced the cash- book and is awaiting the March bank statement before she can do the annual accounts.

The Clerk stated that she has applied for the VAT reimbursement for year-end 31.3.14. 

The Clerk stated that she has completed the Final Submission for PAYE with the HMRC.
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