 NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 7th March 2017.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
R Platt, J Griffiths, E Feetham, S Rees, H Langen, D Norcross, D Rigby and C Walters.  Also present at tonight’s meeting was the County Council’s Link Officer Mr Barry Cooke. 
153/17
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr D Hole, Cllr S Radford-Smith, Cllr E Rogers,

Cllr L Tucker and Mrs Chris Harrison. 
154/17
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Cllr Norcross, Cllr Platt and Cllr Feetham declared an interest in the Queen’s Hall, as Cllr Norcross and Cllr Platt are Directors of the Trading Arm of the Queen’s Hall Charity and Cllr Feetham is a committee member.
155/17
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)
The minutes of the meeting held on the 7th February 2017 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.

156/17
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)
a)
Bank overpayment.  The Clerk stated that the Nat West Bank is to credit the Council’s account with the £6 overpayment.
b)
Old CP School.  The Clerk reminded Council of the consultation meeting being held at the Queen’s Hall on Monday 13th March between 3 – 8 p.m.  The Clerk stated that ideas for the old School needed to be backed up with figures/plans etc.
c)
Queen’s Court.  The Clerk had received a reply from the County Council stating that Queen’s Court does not have the benefit of any Agreement and a bond for the purpose of making up street for adoption is not available.  However, there have been some Advance Payment deposits paid under Section 220 of the Highways Act, but unfortunately the majority of the properties are not covered.  The Council holds £1,500 in bonds under S220 for three properties in Queens Court which can be used towards the cost of the road completion if called on by 






1 of 10




Signed ……………….

the residents; however the last estimated cost to complete the works in 2011 was £28,000.  The County Council state that there may be other bonds held by Solicitors but this information would need to be sought from the residents directly.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform the resident who raised this issue of the County Council’s reply. 
d)
Narberth Guide.  The Clerk informed Council that Bob Gibbons was not happy about her comment that he should not inform businesses in Narberth that he is working for the Town Council and informed the Clerk that he has not been doing so.

e)
Internal Auditor.  The Clerk asked Cllr Rees if she had spoken to the Council’s Internal Auditor yet and if he had signed the letter of engagement.  Cllr Rees will get this sorted.

f)
Community Engagement.  Cllr Norcross stated that he was not happy that members of the public had to give seven days’ notice if they wished to raise an item prior to the commencement of the monthly Council meeting.  The Clerk stated that this recommendation was made and agreed on at the February meeting and consequently was also reported on in the local paper.  
157/17
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

There was no report from either County Cllr Evans or County Cllr Morse.
158/17
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)
a)
Members Interests.  The Clerk handed out a copy of the Members Interests and asked Councillors to check and update their respective interests listed if necessary.   Alterations were made by Cllr Norcross, Cllr Rees and Cllr Platt.
b)
Free Wi-Fi.   The Clerk stated that she and Cllr Norcross had attended a meeting with two representatives from Antur Teifi, Andrew Rees from the Chamber of Trade and Sinead Henehan from the County Council.  It was noted that nine out of the ten local Town Councils had taken up the offer of free

Wi-Fi.  The outcome of the meeting was that the Chamber of Trade would discuss the matter again, knowing now that there is no necessity to have superfast broadband installed and that the only costs to businesses is £25 per Wi-Fi unit.  Antur Teifi agreed to attend a Chamber meeting in order to answer 






2 of 10




Signed ……………..
any questions members may have.  Cllr Norcross stated that there is no financial responsibility to the Town Council whether or not the Chamber of Trade go ahead with installing free Wi-Fi in Narberth. 
c)
Elections.  The Clerk asked Council if they wished to move the May meeting to after the Elections on the 4th May 2017.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the May meeting will be held on the 9th May 2017.  All members were in agreement with this.
d)
Audit.  The Clerk has received the Audit forms for the year-end 31st March 2017 audit.
e)
Parliamentary constituencies in Wales.  The Clerk had received notice that the secondary consultation period will run from 28th February to 27th March 2017 from the Boundary Commission for Wales, who have also published both written responses and those made orally at public hearings on their website at www.bcw2018.org.uk 

f)
Pembrokeshire Food Bank.  The Clerk had received a request from a Ms Theri Bailey to attend a Council meeting to give a talk on the Pembrokeshire Food Bank and what they do.  It was agreed that Ms Bailey could attend prior to the June meeting of Council at 7 p.m.
g)
Hywel Dda.  The Clerk reported on the Transformation Programme which is an internal programme to the Health Board and is led by their Chief Executive.  
h)
PAVS.  The Clerk stated that the Council’s application to become members of PAVS 
will be considered on the 30th March 2017.

i)
Zurich Municipal.  The Clerk had received the Insurance Renewal from Zurich which is for £2,065.92.

j)
County Council Link Officers.  The Clerk stated that although she had returned the survey on the 17th February, when she went on the webcast she noticed on the Agenda that only two returned surveys were mentioned.  On closer examination, Narberth was not one of these two.  The Clerk contacted Dr Jones and informed him of this, asking him to check if Narberth’s reply had been received.  When the Clerk listened in to the meeting, it was mentioned that Narberth’s survey had been received.  In fact, four Councils had completed the survey and all four were positive replies.  The recommendation was for the 







3 of 10




Signed ………………
Link Officers to continue the trial for a further twelve months, which the Partnerships Scrutiny Committee voted against.  However, the recommendation will still go to the Cabinet. 
159
/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)
a)
16/1122/HG  Land South of Groeswen, Crinow – Hedgerow removal – No objection.  
b)
16/1173/PA  – Dros-dro 11 Parc Roberts – Rear extension and disabled access ramp to front door - No objection.
159.1
Planning Permission has been given to:
a)
16/1033/LB – Flat 2 Old School House, Tabernacle Lane – Internal alterations for a loft conversion to domestic accommodation.
160/17 
 NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)
a)
Bushes Lane. Cllr Rees reported on the amount of dog mess being left in Bushes Lane and also on the amount of rubbish being blown down the Lane from the open bin at the Rugby Club.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to the Rugby Club to ask them to use a dustbin with a lid on to alleviate this problem.

b)
Springfield Park.  Cllr Rees confirmed that work is being carried out on the road and the pavements at Springfield Park.  Cllr Feetham added that the road will be ready for adoption this weekend.  Cllr Feetham, Cllr Rees and Cllr Walters declared an interest as they own properties in or near Springfield Park.
c)
Town Guide.  Cllr Walters reported on the issues with the Town Guide and the fact that one lady had been told that she had to pay for her advertisement as she had signed the contract.  The Clerk stated that the Guide has not gone to print yet so perhaps the lady could contact the Company to ask if she could change her mind.

d)
HSBC.  Cllr Walters asked if the Council could contact HSBC to ask whether or not they are keeping their ATM in Narberth.  
e)
Old Town Hall.  Cllr Langen stated that he felt that the rent on this building is too low and that it should not have been sub-let and would wish this to be kept in 
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mind when the current Lease expires. 
f)
Public Consultation.  Cllr Norcross asked how the findings of the Public Consultation on the Old School building will be recorded and how they will be presented to the public.  Cllr Norcross asked if a letter could be sent to the County Council to ask if the Town Council could have a flavour of what the responses of the public was from the meeting.  Mr Cooke stated that the format is for people to have a look at the Council’s vision and objectives and to state the thoughts and ideas that they may have for the site.  There will be a form for the public to fill in and their ideas and opinions will be given due consideration.  
g)
Old CP School.  Cllr Feetham informed Council that trees have been cut down at the old School.

h)
Mayor designate.  Cllr Griffiths informed the Council that he will be unable to stand as the Mayor designate this year due to his business, family and personal commitments and the fact that he will not always be in the area.  

i)
Dog fouling.  Complaints have been received of a vehicle stopping near the Town Moor at 7.30 a.m., every morning for a motorist to exercise a dog, which is let off the lead.  It was agreed to try to obtain a registration number for this vehicle.
j)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received a credit note for £310.90 for the Castle.

k)
Council Tax Base.   The Clerk had received an acknowledgement from the County Council for the precept requirement for the financial year 2017/18.
l)
WPD.  The Clerk had received a temporary unmetered connection form from WPD and stated that she has asked the Council’s contractor if he filled in and sent off the one the Clerk had previously sent to him.  The Clerk is awaiting a reply.

m)
Local Authority Publishing Co Ltd.  The Clerk had received an email from the Production Manager advising that they are starting production the week commencing 10th April and asking for photographs and editorial content from the Council.  The Clerk stated that she will remind the Company that the Town Council stated from the onset that they did not want this to be published before the middle of May as due to the local elections at the beginning of May, the names of the Councillors and the Mayor will not be known. 
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n)
Narberth Library.  The Clerk had received notification from the Council’s Solicitor that the registration is now complete of the leasehold interest of the Library.

o)
March Madness.  The Clerk had received a poster of the March Madness Midnight Charity Walk from the Sheriff of Haverfordwest which is to be held on the 25th March 2017.

161/17    COUNCIL LINK OFFICERS:  (Agenda item 9)

Mr Cooke thanked the Council for completing and returning the survey on Council Link Officers and stated that personally he thought that this trial had resurrected good working relationships with the County and Town Council and he hoped that this would continue. 
162/17
 
LIBRARY:   (Agenda item 10)
Mr Barry Cooke had informed the Clerk that whilst in principle the suggestion to convert the rear garage building into a storeroom, linked to the Clerk’s office by a new doorway, is one that the County Council would support, before giving a formal approval as landlord, they would need to see full details of the proposals, (a copy of the building regulations approval with associated plans, asbestos report etc.,) which would need to be obtained prior to starting any work. 

In light of the uncertainty with the Old School Building, it was agreed to wait until June before progressing this matter further. 
163/17

QUEEN’S HALL:  (Agenda item 11)

The Clerk reported on the up-date she had been given to read out on behalf of the Chair of the Directors.  This gave a brief synopsis on where the Queen’s Hall was at present.  Cllr Feetham expressed his concern as there appears to be no money being spent on the Queen’s Hall and stated that if this continues it may result in the Hall having to close.  It was felt that the Committee no longer meet on a regular basis.  Cllr Walters stated that there are some good acts booked and members agreed that the Hall’s support does go up and down.  Members were informed that the Hall desperately needs a skilled treasurer.  It was felt that answers to these concerns can be addressed at the April meeting if the Chair of the Trustees is in attendance.
The Clerk reported on an email she had received from Callum Goldthorpe offering the use of the Hall for the Civic luncheon.  Callum stated that the Council could bring in outside caterers for this if they wished.
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask if the caterers would be allowed to use the kitchen facilities at the Hall.
164/17

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR 2017/18:  (Agenda item 12)

Council considered the applications that were in addition to the organisations that had 

been precepted for and following discussion,




IT WAS RESOLVED to make the following donations and to retain the balance of £250 from the miscellaneous budget heading as a provision for the forthcoming year.  The Clerk had reminded Council that they usually support Newspaper week with the Narberth & Whitland Observer which costs £40 and also give a small donation to the Royal British Legion to make the cheque up to £25 with the cost of the wreath.

	
	
	Amount donated

Last year

Col 1
	Donation for

2017-18

Col 2
	Suggested Budget

Head

	1
	Queen’s Hall

S.145 LGA ‘72


	£1,000.00
	£500
	Specific



	2
	Narberth & District Comm. & Sports Ass.

S.145 LGA, S.19, ‘76

	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific



	3
	Narberth Museum

S.145 (1) (d) LGA ‘72


	£750.00
	£750.00
	Specific

	4
	Narberth in Bloom

S.144 OG LGA ‘72


	£300.00
	£300.00
	Specific

	5
	Narberth Civic Week

S.144 LGA ‘72


	£200.00
	£200.00
	Specific

	6
	Narberth Winter Carnival

S.144 LGA ‘72


	£150.00
	₤150.00
	Specific

	7
	Narberth Horticultural Show

S.145 LGA ‘72


	£100.00
	Nil
	Miscellaneous
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	8
	Narberth Cricket Youth

S.19 LGA ’76 


	£250.00
	£250.00
	Specific



	9
	Narberth Football Youth

S.19 LGA ’76


	£250.00
	£250.00


	Specific



	10


	Allotments

SS23, 26 and 42 LGA 1908 


	₤100.00
	₤100.00
	Specific



	11
	Bus Stop Project

S.19 LGA ‘76


	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific



	12
	Dyffryn Taf
S.137 Expenditure


	₤50.00
	₤50.00
	Miscellaneous



	13
	Swim Narberth

S.19 LGA

	£3,000.00
	£3,000.00
	Specific



	14


	Narberth Library

s.207 LGA ‘72


	Nil
	£7,000.00
	Specific

	15
	Pembrokeshire YFC

Section 137 Expenditure


	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous



	16
	Age Cymru
Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous



	17
	MacMillan

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous



	18
	Relate

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous



	19
	Paul Sartori

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous



	20
	Tenovus

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil


	Nil
	Miscellaneous

	21
	Teenage Cancer Trust

Section 137 Expenditure

	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous
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	22
	Cruise Bereavement Care

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil
	Nil


	Miscellaneous



	23


	Bobath Children’s Therapy
Section 137 Expenditure

	Nil


	Nil
	Miscellaneous

	24
	Air Ambulance.

Section 137 Expenditure


	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous


165/17

MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:      (Agenda item 13)

There was nothing to report.

166/17
FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 14)

166.1 
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit -     
£   457.68
166.2
Payments due:

a)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water – Library - 




£   121.23

b)
British Gas – Castle -






£       8.24
c)
Zurich Municipal Insurance -





£2,065.92

 

IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments, proposed by Cllr Feetham seconded by Cllr Platt and agreed by full Council. 
166.3
  Budget Review:  

The Clerk provided members with a copy of the Budget Review showing all the Council’s income and expenditure since April 2016.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that members considered and were happy with this Review and Cllr Norcross thanked the Clerk for all the monthly work she has done on this Review.
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