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AMBLESTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

A meeting of Ambleston Community Council was held on Monday 25th April 2016 at the Memorial Hall, Woodstock at 8.0 p m.
Present were:-  Mr Kevin Morris (Chairman), Messrs John Griffiths, Bryn Vaughan, Julian Harries, 

David Ambrey, Mrs Anne James, Councillor David Howlett, Pembrokeshire CC and the Clerk.
1. Apologies.

There were no apologies as all members were present.
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting.

Copies of the minutes of the last meeting had been distributed to members. The minutes were agreed as being a true record and were signed.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes.

(a) WALLIS POND. The Clerk read an email received from Mrs Lynne Curcio, Common Land Registration Officer, Pembs County Council who had been informed that trees had been felled in the vicinity of Wallis Pond and she sought further information on the matter. The Clerk had replied via email explaining that the Community Council, in conjunction with the Wallis Moor Graziers Association had arranged for one day’s clearance of scrub consisting of gorse, brambles and willow bushes. The work had been carried out to prevent the moorland grasses and plants from being choked by the ever-spreading scrub. She was also informed that a further day’s clearance will take place later this year when the bird nesting season has ended.
An email had also been received from Mr Jon Hudson, Senior Conservation Officer with Natural Resources Wales, who had noticed “damage to Wallis Moor SSSI”, including scrub/tree felling, pond drainage, burning outside the legal burning season, waste tipping and dumping and pollution. The Clerk had replied via email with the same explanation as was given to the Commons Registration Officer regarding scrub/tree felling. Drainage of the pond was only to facilitate the weeding of the pond, with the sluice gate being shut at the end of weeding each day. The Clerk was unaware of any illegal burning due to the prolonged wet weather, neither was she aware of any waste tipping, dumping or pollution. 
Mr Hudson had acknowledged the receipt of the reply

(b) DEFIBRILLATOR. Mr Bryn Vaughan reported that no funding would be available from the British Heart Foundation until October 2016. It was agreed to defer this matter until after October 2016.
(c) LLYSYFRAN DAM. Councillor Howlett informed the meeting that at a recent dam development meeting he had requested that Ambleston Community Council be included on Dŵr Cymru’s mailing list because part of the dam lies within the Ambleston Community area.
4. Highway Matters.
(a) ACCIDENTS. 
(i) On Monday 11th April a car collided with the wall at the entrance to Scollock West Farm on the B4329 demolishing the wall. The driver was injured and hospitalised.
(ii) In mid April on the Wolfscastle road near Parcyllyn Cross Roads two cars collided and were damaged. No personal injuries were reported

(b) POTHOLE. A pothole near the entrance to Hook Manor to be reported to the Pembs County Council Service Line. 

(c) The ARAF/SLOW markings have been painted today on the carriageway near Upper Pencastell.

5. Planning. There were no items of Planning.
6. Annual Accounts 2015/16.
(a) The Clerk reported an end of year balance of £3,426.90. Community account balance was £3,221.06, Business Saver Account balance was £205.84 which included £0.12 interest. Precept received was £1,800.00, VAT repayment £16.00 and Wayleaves payment £234.48. Expenditure totalled £1,909.98 with £160.00 in charitable donations. Clerk’s salary £1,375.00, Clerk’s expenses £19.51, Insurance 
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£158.47, One Voice Wales membership £41.00, Hire of Hall £60.00, Audit fee £96.00.
(b) It was proposed by John Griffiths, seconded by Bryn Vaughan and agreed to close the Business Saver Account transferring the £205.84 to the Community Account.
7A. Annual Audit.
(a) The audit date has been set at 6th June 2016 with records being made available to the electors from 5th May to 3rd June.

(b) The Accounting Statement had been completed to correspond to the Annual Accounts report and was approved. This was then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

(c) The Annual Governance Statement Part 1 and Part 2 was discussed and completed.

(d) It was proposed by Anne James, seconded by Julian Harries and agreed to ask Mr David Weatherburn, Tŷ’r Ardd, Lower Wallis to act as our Internal Auditor.

7B. Annual Risk Assessment.
Members agreed that there was adequate insurance cover, with Fidelity Guarantee cover of up to £25,000. There must be two signatories to every cheque with the cheque stubs being initialled by the signatories. The Clerk does not sign cheques. The Internal Auditor is completely independent of the Community Council. Declarations of personal interest are recorded in the minutes. Declaration of Personal Interest forms are completed at the commencement of each new Council.

8. Correspondence.

(a) CODE OF CONDUCT. Email received from the Monitoring Officer, Pembs County Council stating that the revised Code of Conduct, which can be viewed on the Welsh Government website, should be adopted at the Annual Meeting.

(b) Invoice received from M & J Plumb, Narberth for the tree work carried out around Wallis Pond. The total was £300.00 including VAT. It was proposed by John Griffiths, seconded by Bryn Vaughan and agreed to pay £300.00.
(c) PRECEPT 2016/17. The Clerk reported that the first instalment of £600.00 had been paid into the Community Council’s bank account via BACS.

(d) VAT REFUND The Clerk reported a VAT refund of £16.00 for 2015/16 had been paid into the Community Council’s bank account via BACS.

(e) ONE VOICE WALES (OVW) MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL. . It was proposed by John Griffiths, seconded by Julian Harries and agreed to pay £42.00 based on 150 dwellings at 28.4 pence per dwelling.

(f) There were no motions to be submitted for debate at the OVW AGM 2016.

(g) The OVW Pembs Area Committee was held on Tuesday 19th April 2016 and was attended by John Griffiths, who reported that an officer from the Community Health Council had addressed the meeting. 

(h) Minutes of the OVW Pembs Area January 2016 meeting were available for information.

(i) AMBLESTON MEMORIAL HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (AMHMC). It was proposed by Anne James, seconded by Julian Harries and agreed that Kevin Morris continues to represent Ambleston Community Council on the AMHMC.

(j) Letter from Stephen Crabb M P inviting two representatives from the Community Council to Crundale Hall on Friday 27th May at 2.0 p m to a meeting with Mr Ed Hunt, Director of B T Superfast Cymru. John Griffiths and the Clerk to attend.
(k) It was agreed not to give financial support to Macmillan Cancer Support in South West Wales.
(l) The following were received for information:-

(i) Advice Leaflets for the over 50 year olds from Shelter Cymru..

(ii) PLANED AGM will take place on Friday 3rd June at Letterston Community Hall.

(iii) A Community Transport Forum will be held on Wednesday 25th May at Crundale Hall.
9. Any Other Business. There were no items for Any Other Business.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.0 p m.
Date of the Next Meeting – Monday 23rd May 2016 Following the Annual General Meeting.
