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PUNCHESTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

A meeting of Puncheston Community Council was held on Wednesday 27th April 2016 at Puncheston School at 8.0 p m.
Present were:-   Dr Peter Lilley (Chairman), Mrs Anne Thomas, Mrs Alison Evans, Mr Dewi Lewis, Councillor Bob Kilmister Pembs County Council and John Griffiths (Clerk).

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Mr Wyn Williams and Mr Gareth Howells.
2. Minutes of the last meeting.
Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 30th March 2016 had been distributed to members. The minutes were agreed as being a true record and were signed.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes.
(a) UPROOTED WARNING SIGN. The Clerk had written a letter to Mr J Emrys Llewelyn, Area Maintenance Manager – North, Pembs County Council advising him of the uprooted sign. A reply had been received from Mr Llewelyn stating that the sign would be reinstalled.
(b) PASSING PLACES BETWEEN HEDDFAN & PENYMYNYDD MAWR. The Clerk had written to Mr J Emrys Llewelyn requesting that additional filling be added to the two passing places. A reply had been received from Mr Llewelyn stating that additional filling has been added to the passing places.

4.Highway Matters.
(a) UNCLASSIFIED ROAD. Mrs Alison Evans enquired whether or not the unclassified road leading from the C3166 Puncheston to Trecwn road to Llys-y-defaid and Garn Deifog was maintained at public expense because repairs to the road are required. The Clerk to contact Pembs County Council. 

(b) JAPANESE KNOTWEED. Mrs Alison Evans reported that Japanese Knotweed was again growing at various locations including near the top of Essex Hill. It was agreed that the Clerk should examine other sites where knotweed was known to grow and then report to Pembs County Council for spraying.

5. Planning.

There were no items of planning.

6.Annual Accounts 2015/16 and Annual Audit.
(a) The Annual Accounts for 2015/16 had been prepared. The balance brought forward from 2014/15 was £1,523.80, Precept received £2,200.00, Wayleaves payment £201.01, VAT repayments £32.70, total receipts being £3,957.51. Payments had included Clerk’s salary for twelve months £1,337.50, Clerk’s expenses for twelve months £50.53, Section 137 Donations £230.00, insurance £399.31, audit fee £96.00, hire of rooms £100.00 and other payments totalling£151.02. Total payments being £2,364.36. The balance carried forward to 2016/17 being £1,593.15, which agreed with the Community Account bank statement. The Chairman and Clerk signed the Accounts.
(b) The audit date has been set at 6th June 2016 with the records being made available to the electors from 5th May to 3rd June 2016.

(c) The Annual Governance Statement was discussed and completed

(d) The Statement of Accounts had been completed to correspond with the Annual Accounts report and was approved. The Annual Return was then signed by the Clerk and Chairman.

(e) It was agreed that Mrs Sharon Wormleighton be asked to act as the internal auditor

7. Risk Assessment.
Members agreed that there was adequate insurance cover, with Fidelity Guarantee cover of up to £25,000. There must be two signatories to every cheque with the cheque stubs being initialled by the signatories. The Clerk does not sign cheques. The Internal Auditor is completely independent of the Community Council.
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8. Applications for Financial Assistance.
All the requests received during the last twelve months for financial assistance as per Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 were considered, a total of eleven requests. It was proposed by Dewi Lewis, seconded by Anne Thomas and agreed to make donations as follows, Cylch Meithrin Casmael £60.00, Wales Air Ambulance £60.00, Pembrokeshire Citizens Advice Bureau £30.00 and Macmillan Cancer Support £30.00.

9. Correspondence.
(a) PRECEPT. Remittance advice received from Pembs County Council confirming that the first instalment of precept of £734.00 had been paid into the Council’s bank account via BACS.

(b) BACS Remittance Advice from HMRC of VAT Repayment of £16.33

(c) ADOPTION OF REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT. Email received from Claire N Jones, Monitoring Officer, Pembs County Council forwarding correspondence from Stephen Phipps, Local Government Democracy Division, Welsh Government containing advice that Community Councils should adopt the Revised Code of Conduct at the time of their Annual Meetings.

(d) PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY. Updates on Local Development Plan Land Allocations and larger development sites in the National Park.

(e) ONE VOICE WALES (OVW). It was proposed by Alison Evans, seconded by Dewi Lewis and agreed to renew our membership of OVW on payment of £71.00. John Griffiths reported that he had attended the Pembrokeshire Area Committee at County Hall on 19th April 2016. There were no motions for debate at the OVW AGM on 1st October 2016.
(f) BRITISH TELECOMS COMMUNITY UPDATE. Letter from Stephen Crabb M P inviting representatives to attend a BT Community Update meeting at Crundale Community Hall on Friday 27th May 2016 at 2.0 p m. The Clerk and Councillor Bob Kilmister to attend.
(g) An invitation received from Jo Cunningham, Pembrokeshire Rivers Trust to come and address a meeting on the ‘Adopt-a-riverbank’ project. The Clerk to contact Jo Cunningham in the first instance to see whether or not there is any literature available.

(h) The following were received for information:-

(i) PLANED Advance Notice of PLANED AGM on Friday 3rd June 2016 at Letterston Hall.
(ii) PLANED Newsletter 2016.

(iii) Notification of ‘Let’s Talk Transport’ Forum at Crundale Hall on 25th May 2016 9.30 a m to 2.0.
10. Any Other Business.
Alison Evans enquired as to who was responsible for rivers because a tree has fallen across Afon Anghof near Pont Martin just upstream of Beulah Bridge. Councillor Bob Kilmister advised that Natural Resources Wales should be contacted in the first instance.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30 p m.
Date of next meeting agreed as Wednesday 25th May 2016 at Puncheston School. The Annual General Meeting will commence at 8.0 p m followed by the ordinary meeting.
