Cyngor Cymuned Amroth Community Council
Draft Minutes of meeting held by Amroth Community Council on Thursday 20th July 2023.
Councillors present:  T Baron; A Cormack; A Evans; F Evans; John James; R Lake; M Morris; S Phillips, R Tippet Maudsley; E Wyn Morgan.
In attendance: Mrs Kathryn Bradbury (Clerk), 
Apologies: R Harries, M Harvey,
Declaration of interest. Cllr. John James declared a personal interest in Item 3.5 the planning application for Tig Bhan. 
Cllr. Robert Lake declared a personal interest in item 3.5 the planning application for Tig Bhan. 
Cllr Tony Baron declared a personal interest in item 3.5 the planning application for Tig Bhan.
Cllr Alec Cormack and Cllr Alan Evans declared a prejudicial interest in item 3. 6 - The decision to send someone to speak at the hearing on the Heritage Park planning application on 25th July.

1.Chair’s Welcome 
Chairman Tony Baron welcomed all Councillors to the meeting. The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 22nd June 2023 were agreed as a true record. 
Proposed by Cllr John James, Seconded by Cllr. Alec Cormack      Vote – unanimous
Cllr. Baron signed the June 23 Minutes.
Cllr. Tippett Maudsley informed Councillors of two errors in her June report, the £500 was raised by the WI and the Childrens Fun Day will take place in 2024 not this year as stated in the June Minutes. 
 
2 .Matters Arising
· Following ACCs request the Coastal Engineer has contacted the South Area maintenance team to ask that the drains be cleared along the front in Amroth.
· Summerhill Post box has been relocated adjacent to the Bus shelter.
[bookmark: _Hlk40971889]3.County Councillors Report 
Avian Flu

Testing has this week confirmed the presence of avian influenza (bird flu) in some of the dead birds found in Pembrokeshire.

Please note the following important information for the public:
· Please do not handle any dead or sick birds if you come across them and keep your dogs on leads.
· Dead birds in public places should be reported by calling 01437 764551 (or out of hours 0345 601 5522) for Pembrokeshire County Council to arrange to collect safely. 
· If you find any sick or injured wild birds (on public or private land) please contact the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999.
· Dead birds on private land should be reported to PCC on the numbers above for information gathering purposes but call DEFRA on 03459 33 55 77 or see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds regarding removal.

Signage is being organised for local beaches.

Cutting of Grass Verges Llanteg to Amroth Castle Road

In recent years, and in response to feedback from residents, PCC has varied the grass cutting regime around the Llanteg to allow flora and fauna to flourish where it can be safely done.  

However, several residents contacted me recently regarding the cutting of grass verges on the Llanteg to Amroth Castle Road C3045.

Officers have checked, and their intention was always to continue to cut the verges of the narrower section (from the southern boundary hedge of the Parsonage Farm Caravan Park to Amroth Castle) as previously.  They will now arrange to get this section cut as soon as possible and in future, cut it as they did historically.

But, please can I ask any residents who are concerned about any other local verges that you think need cutting to email me at alec@aleccormack.wales

Broadway Partners and Gigabit Ethernet Vouchers

I have been contacted by residents who have recently been emailed by Broadway Partners asking them to activate their Welsh Government broadband vouchers.  

I checked this with the IT Director at PCC who confirmed that despite being in administration, Broadway are continuing to build their network and are on-boarding customers.  
There is no cost to the individual to activate the voucher, and doing so makes it more attractive for Broadway, or a potential future buyer, to expand the gigabit network into our ward.

Q. If property has not received a voucher but has signed up, what happens now? They should be contacted in the near future. 

Second and Empty Homes Council Tax Consultation

You have until 6th August to reply to tell Pembrokeshire County Council your views on proposals on Council Tax premiums that apply for second and long-term empty homes in Pembrokeshire.
https://haveyoursay.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/council-tax-premium-consultation-2023

The link above gives detailed information on both premiums and asks you to complete an online survey response.  The Second Home Council Tax is currently set at 100% in Pembrokeshire, however the Welsh Government gives PCC the option of charging any premium between 0% and 300%.

Additionally the Council has the option to provide discretionary discounts from the premium.  Your views on when or if the Council should exercise their discretionary policies are also being sought.

Long Course Weekend - Request for Residents’ Feedback 

The Long Course Weekend event took place between Friday 30th June to Sunday 2nd July starting and finishing for the first time at the Salterns Car Park, Tenby.

The biggest change this year in the Saturday bike race was that the road closures necessary for safety reasons were removed earlier than in previous years with slower riders sharing the road with motor vehicles.

The initial feedback I have had from residents in Saundersfoot North and Amroth was that the new arrangements have been generally very positive.  As County Councillors myself and Cllr Chris Williams will be feeding back into the Council’s Events team - so please email me at alec@aleccormack.wales with your feedback.

Enhancing Pembrokeshire Fund

At PCC Cabinet on the 3rd of July new rules were introduced for the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Scheme to help reduce the impact of second homes on Pembrokeshire Communities.  This was the biggest change since 2018 when the scheme was first introduced.

Cllr Prior presented proposals based on a 2021 report from Swansea University.  You can read the Cabinet Report and the Swansea University paper on pages 194 to 204 and the details of the proposal on pages 158 to 165.

The key change is that in future the community element of Enhancing Pembrokeshire will be in a single pot which any community in the county can bid into.  This change was proposed in the Swansea University report because their conclusion was that second homes have an impact on the communities across the County.  For instance, younger residents are unlikely to be able to purchase properties in say Amroth or Saundersfoot and are more likely to have to move to one of the larger towns at Pembroke Dock, Milford Haven or Haverfordwest.

As I said in the Cabinet debate, this was a very difficult decision for me personally, because as a community councillor in both Saundersfoot and Amroth, the ring-fenced money that both those Councils enjoyed previously has been used previously has supported a range of projects in our area.

As a member of Cabinet, I have to try to consider the impact of the decisions we make on the whole population.  The deciding factor, and the reason why I voted for the change was that historically, the community element has not all been spent.  At a time when the Council is, and will be, short of money for the foreseeable future, I think it is essential that these funds are available to offset the impact of second homes across the county.

In addition, part of the proposal is for additional resources within the team to assist areas who currently do not have thriving community councils and other voluntary groups, to help them put forward applications and widen the reach of these grants.   

Agreed, Clerk was asked to request a scoring Matrix from the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant Team.

4.Planning
22/0921/PA Proposed new dwelling in Garden of 18 Summerhill, Stepaside, Narberth, Pembrokeshire, SA67 8LX. A site meeting took place on 19th July 2023. 

23/052/PA Tucking Mill, Stepaside, SA67 8JS. Proposal, Construction of an extension and detached garage. This application was refused.

23/0068/PA. St Non, PLEASANT VALLEY, Narberth, Pembrokeshire, SA67 8NY. Proposal, Demolition of existing canopy structure & replacement rear extension with new roof line. This application was approved.

NP/23/0289/FUL.  Elidyr Cottage, Amroth. SA678PR. Proposal, Alternative design for holiday lodge(single) under Policy 41 as previously approved under NP/22/0686/FUL. Neighbours were notified of the planning application. 

23/0228/PA Tig Bhan Holiday Complex, Llanteg, Pembrokeshire, SA67 8QA. 
Declarations of Personal interest were made by Cllrs James, Lake and Baron as they live close to the site
Proposal:  Expansion of Tig Bhan Holiday Complex under policy GN17 with creation of 3rd holiday unit, additional parking and ecological enhancements. Comments by 21st July 2023
A full discussion took place during which Mr Harbord, the applicant, was asked several questions on points raised before and at the meeting by Councillors and residents. The answers were acceptable to Councillors and so Cllr Phillips proposed that no objection be submitted. 
Councillors were assured that Welsh Water and Natural Resources Wales will oversee the system for sewage and foul water disposal to ensure capacity for three units,which is acceptable to the council. 
The proposal was seconded by Cllr Cormack and all councillors voted in favour. 

Declarations of Prejudicial Interest from Cllr Cormack and Cllr A Evans on application 20/0462/PA Heritage Park. They both left the meeting while this application was discussed. 

ACC have received an invitation to speak on 25th July at the hearing of
20/0462/PA.  Heritage Park, Stepaside. SA67 8LN.  Proposal, Installation of bases for the siting of holiday lodges (which fall under the definition of a caravan), spa facility, holiday apartments, café and cycle hire, an equestrian stables, manège and associated office, main park office, car and cycle parking, residential garages, landscaping, access, retaining walls, foul and surface water drainage, related infrastructure and engineering works. 

Following discussion, Cllr Baron proposed that ACC rely on our written submission. This was seconded by Cllr Phillips. Concern was expressed at the time delay between this applications registration and being heard by the committee.  Councillors voted unanimously to rely on the written submission, clerk to resubmitt our objections  for planning committee consideration.

23/0214/PA. CAMPING SITE, Pantglas, TAVERNSPITE, Whitland, Pembrokeshire, SA34 0NS Proposal:  Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning application 20/0802/PA (Siting of 36 self-catering units, associated infrastructure, and ecological enhancements. Comments by 8th August 2023.
Condition 2 of application 20/0802/PA reads
The development shall be carried out in accordance with the following approved plans and documents: Drawing No. 01 Location Plan Drawing No. 02 Proposed southern field block plan Drawing No. 03 Proposed northern field block plan Drawing No. 04 Proposed block plan Drawing No. 05 Self-Catering unit plans, elevations, sections and floor plans. The works to fix the self-catering units to the supporting piers shall be retained at all times and shall not be modified without the prior approval in writing of the local planning authority. Reason: In the interests of amenity and to comply with the requirements of policy GN.1 of the Local Development for Pembrokeshire (Adopted 28th February 2013). 
Following discussion, Cllr James proposed that No objection be submitted. This was seconded by Cllr Alan Evans. Councillors voted unanimously in agreement. 

[bookmark: _Hlk72339481]5.Correspondence 
· A resident has written asking for information on the sale of the Memorial Garden in Amroth. The sale is still on going and so, following legal advice, we have not made public the name of the purchaser nor the amount at this time. These will be made public one the sale has finalised.
· PCC have written asking if ACC can confirm that the Amroth East toilets will be taken on under an asset transfer for summer 2024. The Clerk has responded outlining points and policy that provides evidence that PCC should continue to hold responsibility for them. PCC have responded to say that they are currently in the process of talking with our Streetcare Manager and Head of Parking to check if funding for the Amroth East convenience is possible from the 8 parking spaces mentioned and will also seek confirmation that the ‘wasteland’ parking is considered official by the council. 
· Regional Equality Survey seeks views on service experiences.   
A regional survey has been launched by public sector partners to seek views from people across Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire and Powys about the experiences they, and others may have, when accessing a range of public services from housing to health.  The survey will be live from 22 May 2023 until 30 July 2023. The survey is being hosted on the Carmarthenshire County Council's website, which you can follow on the following link: Strategic Equality Plan (gov.wales)
· Together for Change has launched is new website and logo. See www.tfcpembrokeshire.org. The small core team of four works with community groups and organisations on the wellbeing of people in towns and villages in West Wales. We want everyone in rural areas to have an equal chance of living well!
· NRW have launched the new Sustainable Drainage Feasibility Grant. The Sustainable Drainage Feasiblity Grant, has been funded £450,000 by the Water Quality Capital Programme to support the development of small-scale sustainable urban drainage schemes or sustainable drainage schemes (collectively referred to as SuDS) in Wales. 
All grant queries and application process should be directed to: grants.enquiries@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
· Private Water supplies. Pembrokeshire County Council have issued a press release for the attention of users of private water supplies in Pembrokeshire. You can find the articles online here. 
https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/newsroom/private-water-supply-users-urged-to-have-contingency-plans-in-place
· Cyber Crime and Business. The Welsh Government with input from the four Welsh Police forces have funded and produced videos showing the real-life story of how cybercrime can impact a small social care business. Please see the video link below.
English: https://youtu.be/IwJzSe4fmS4 
· During a telephone call with a local businessman the following points were raised
1. The Car Park requires better signage and space for motor homes. (The Clerk has spoken to the National Park who own the Carpark. The car park is full most days and they have no plans to reduce the number of car parking spaces to accommodate motorhomes. (Signage is a Highways PCC issue) 
2. The village must become more motor home friendly.
3. Ravens are causing a nuisance and tearing into rubbish bags spreading rubbish.  (The clerk has spoken to PCC who are unable to intervene as the species is protected and recommended dealing with the rubbish more effectively. ACC are in regular communication with PCC regarding rubbish disposal. It is a crime for businesses to use the street bins to dispose of waste.) 
· From Jim Dunkley, PCC. Please find attached Notices regarding an application to correct an alleged error in the registration of land forming part of VG035 - The Recreation Ground, Llanteg. (Old School Garden and property known as Sea Breeze)
In accordance with the requirements of Paragraph (10) of the Commons Act 2006 (Correction, Non-Registration or Mistaken Registration) (Wales) Regulations 2017, Pembrokeshire County Council must consult on the application for a period of 42 days. The closing date for making representations is 21st August 2023. ACC have no comment to make.
· One Voice Wales and Friends of the Earth Cymru launched a brand-new climate change and nature action guide for community and town councils in Wales at the One Voice Wales Innovative Practice Conference recently. Then Clerk has a copy. 
· PACTO – Take Me Too Survey. PACTO are currently running a very short evaluation survey to get some feedback about how they can most productively move this scheme forwards but also to discover more about what transport options people are currently using. The evaluation should take less than 5 minutes
· Pembrokeshire County Council is currently considering proposals to divert the following public right of way, as shown on the enclosed plans:
Public footpath SP1/43, Telpyn Farm, Amroth, Narberth
This diversion has been proposed due to coastal erosion causing significant damage to part of the path. The adjacent highway has been diverted further north with the old highway being retained for the diversion of the public footpath. 
Representations should be made in writing and should be received no later than 8th August 2023.Agreed, The Council welcomes the diversion. 

6.Finance as of 30th June 2023 
a. Statement of accounts
     Account 649 – £13,182.31
     Account 856 – £4,789.77
     David Rees - £1131.53
 b.  Income April / May
      Grant Income £136.25 from Film Club project & £5600 from Phase 3 of the Play area upgrade   
  c. Payments 
      Clerk wages and expenses of £93.73 for Laminator and petrol can for the allotment strimmer
      Wifi monthly payment to West Wales Systems £67.20 inc. vat, an increase of £11 +vat
      Payment to Filmbank Distribution for £164.40 (A man named Otto)
      Amroth Parish Hall hire for film club £25, Monthly meeting 20th July 23, and Allotment meeting   6th July 2023 -£20=£45 in total
      Cll. Harvey Expenses for film club & Notice boards- £23.97
      Hall Hire Llanteg for Project meeting on 13th July 2023 £10
      Water Trough for Allotments – 133.20
      Boundary Fence for allotments £892.80
     Cllr Phillips expenses for allotments another lock and chain for hinge £60.05
   
  d.  Donation – No applications this month

 All Payments were agreed.
Proposed Cllr. Rosemary Tippet Maudsley Seconded, Cllr. John James.  Cllrs voted unanimously.

7.To discuss and resolve asset and ward maintenance issues and transport

· Summerhill Bus Shelter – Cllrs. Morris and Harvey met with Rhys Baker from PCC to discuss replacement of the Summerhill Bus Shelter. PCC propose to demolish it and put up a new Perspex one plus carry out some amendments to the highway. The bus shelter in good state of repair and is well used by residents. It provides good protection from the elements and a good bench which supports the Fair Share growing project. Cllrs propose to keep the current bus shelter.  PCC will respond after looking at costings. 
· The road sign pointing to Amroth, on the green in Summerhill, will be moved closer to the carriage way so it is more visible to cars approaching.  This will stop cars overshooting and turning in Church View. ACC have requested this several times in the past. 
· Cllr Lake proposed that permanent traffic signs should be installed in Llanteg to try to slow down traffic on Amroth Road. This stretch will become a 20mph in September, but vehicles currently ignore the 30mph signs. This will be discussed further at project meetings.  
· Cllr A Evans has cut back the branches by the SiDS in Stepaside. Cllrs thanked him for doing this. 
· A resident has requested better Motorhome facilities in Amroth. Cllr Lake reported that Ireland have put in stations for water collection and sewage disposal, paid for via mobile phones. This step has improved the cleanliness of the locality and so could be considered for a project in Amroth -but there was no obvious location where this could be set up. 
· ACC requested an amendment to the Definitive Map to include the Paths through Heritage Park in 2020. The Rights of way officer had previously stated that it could take years and so the Clerk has written to the Pathways officer for another update and is awaiting a reply.

8. Allotments – Update
Welsh Water inspected the water pipe trench but was unable to authorise connection as the water trough was not in place. The trough was then fitted and photographs sent to Welsh Water. They have responded and requested a sleeve, which was then installed. Welsh Water have now requested that a wider sleeve is installed. The connection will probably take another 3 weeks after this has been rectified.

Pembrokeshire Fencing has erected the Boundary Fence. 

All allotments have now been leased. 

10 Adoption of Privacy Policy

The updated Draft Privacy Policy was sent to Councillors prior to the meeting for review. Councillors agreed to adopt the Policy. 
Proposed Cllr. Morris, seconded Cllr. Tippett Maudsley. Vote- unanimous 

11.Report By Amroth and District Community Association 

Some Groups are on leave until the Autumn while some groups continue to meet over the Summer.  Childrens activities will take place over the summer holiday but the Fun Day mentioned in last month’s Minutes will take place in 2024 not as stated.  The Film night is still well supported. The new floor has risen in the hot weather but is being repaired.  The New Years Eve Activity is going ahead and there will be more information on this in September.

12. Report by Llanteg Village Hall Committee
Committee
The last Committee meeting took place on 14th June. The next meeting is planned for 2nd August.
Events
The June Coffee Morning took place as usual on the last Friday of the month. The various Community Groups, Art, Craft, Book, etc all held their regular sessions.  We had one external hire in the period.
Grants
Sustainable Development Fund from Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority – 4 solar powered lights have been purchased for the car park.  Following completion of the car park works we have commenced installation.  A group of volunteers excavated the holes last week, formwork for the concrete plinths is being prepared and it is planned to erect and concrete the columns before the end of July, all by volunteers which will contribute to the match funding requirements. 
Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant from PCC – replacement external doors and windows have now been installed and those works are complete.  We obtained a quotation to extend the roof on the west side in order to cover the external insulation however this was deemed to be too expensive so alternative quotes are currently being sought.  In the meantime, we will proceed with the external insulation and render.
The National Lottery – part of these funds will contribute to the match funding that we need to find for the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant.  The remainder of the funding has already been allocated to our new boiler which was installed in late June.  We anticipate that the more efficient boiler, combined with new heating controls, will significantly reduce the use of fuel oil.
Supporting Communities Action Fund Round 7 from PCC – our application for this grant has been successful and we have been awarded £4500 to cover utility bills, insurances, food and beverages for events over the coming winter.  Our plan is to hold events like the very successful Pudding evening and  a monthly breakfast at the coffee mornings.  We will also be starting a new monthly indoor board games evening with an early session for children followed by a session for adults.  
Co-op Local Community Fund – an application has been submitted.
Other matters
Preparations are well underway for the Summer Show and Fun Day to be held on Saturday 12th August at Llanteglos Estate, courtesy of Tony & Jane Baron.  Marquees will house the entries for the show and attendees will be invited to bring a picnic and stay for the afternoon with games similar to the Jubilee Picnic last year.
13 .Report by Summerhill Play Area Representatives 
 Cllr. Morris reported that the children’s rockers have needed new caps on the bolts which have been installed. The hanging Xylophone is being repaired too as it has come loose. 
The patch of land between the hall and the play area has become overgrown and may become an issue. Cllr. Alan Evans has offered to clear the area. The Clerk was asked to check with PCC who is responsible for this area. 


14.Project ideas and Updates
· A productive project meeting was held with several ideas being proposed. These include,
a. Decorating Amroth Parish Hall- The Hall Committee would need to action this supported by ACC
b. Speed bumps for roads where speed remains an issue.
c. Financing Film Club past September
d. Opening up paths between other CC areas - such as the Knights way
e. Open up the Old Sea Wall path below Mole End in Amroth
f. Improve Amroth Bus Shelter
g. Maintenance of the patch of ground between the Parish Hall and the Play area
h. Befriending scheme for older people living on their own in the ward.
i. Support the RNLI to extend the Safe swimming area on Amroth beach by purchasing a quad bike.
j. Restart the Community Police meetings in the ward.
k. Temporary loans to needy causes. Cllr Baron stated that this would be complicated and would need looking at very carefully. 
l. Source land for a Recreation Ground in the wards (discuss at the August meeting)
m. Use funds from the Memorial Hall sale to lever more grant funding into the wards for community benefit projects.
 
The Clerk will do some preliminary investigation work on some of the suggestions.
· Cost of speed bumps and permission from Highways
· Clerk to contact other CC re collaborating on the Knights Way.
· Speak to Angharad Llewellyn re old Sea wall opening in front of Mole End?
· Speak to PAVS re Good Neighbours/ befriending scheme
· Find out the cost of a quad bike. 

The Clerk was also asked to contact PCC regarding the safety of swimmers around the Groynes. There are sharp edges, and an accident could easily happen especially at high tide. County Councillor Cormack was also asked to take this up with PCC.  

The Clerk was asked to invite the Coastal Engineer to meet with Councillors in Amroth to discuss repair of the Groynes and Beach Safety

Cllr. Eleri Wyn Morgan will set up a short survey asking residents for ideas for future projects and priorities.

15.Community matters –  
· Ethical standards meeting. The Clerk and two councillors attended this very informative meeting. Presentation slides have been forwarded to Councillors.
· Feedback on the Long Weekend Event was fed back to the organisers by Cllr Cormack. The shorter road closure time was welcomed. It is also hoped this will encourage those who stay away from their caravans over this weekend to return.
· Civil Enforcement are operating in Amroth. Please park legally. 

16.Determine matters Councillors wish to be added for discussion at the next meeting
· Please send through matters for discussion to the Clerk by Thursday August 17th 2023.
· Projects.

17. The date of the next meeting is Thursday 24th August in Llanteg Village Hall. 
Anyone wishing to observe please contact the Clerk amrothclerk@outlook.com . Virtual attendance will also be possible via zoom, if required.
The meeting closed at 9.09 pm
If you would like to be kept informed as to information regarding matters affecting the parish, road closures, public consultations, sea defences etc please email the clerk and you will be put on our secure mailing list (GDPR compliant).
.
2

