 NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 7th April 2015.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
S Rees, E Feetham, D. Hole, H Langen, D Norcross, R Platt, 



S. Radford-Smith, D Rigby and E Rogers.

309/15
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Councillor Griffiths, County Cllr Morse and County Cllr Evans.  
310/15
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

There was no known declaration to make at this time.
311/15
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the meetings held on the 3rd and 20th March was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Feetham and agreed by all members present.
312/15
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)
a)
Narberth in Bloom.  The Clerk showed the Council a copy of the accounts and Bank Statement which she had received from the Narberth in Bloom Committee.  The Town Council were happy with these documents.
b)
Sainsbury’s Licensing Application.  The Clerk reported on an email she had received from Sainsbury’s Solicitor explaining that they only wanted the License to sell alcohol to run from 0700 hours to 2300 hours.  This was not the opening hours for the Store.  The Clerk was asked to check with the County Council that these are the exact times that the License application is for and not the 24 hours as indicated on the application.  If this is the case then,





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would inform the County Council that the Town Council are willing for their representation in relation to this licensing application to be withdrawn.  

c)
Castle.  The Clerk reported that the grass behind the fence at the Castle had been cut by the County Council.
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Signed ………………..
d)
Back Lane.  As reported to Council in an email, the Clerk reiterated that the County Council had checked Back Lane on several occasions and each time there were no Bins blocking the Highway.  Members had been asked to notify the County Council direct when they next see bins put out.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform the County Council that they are always there early on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.

e)
Electricity consumption.  The Clerk informed Council that she is still waiting to hear back from SWALEC regarding the bill she received for electricity used during the festive season.  As this bill is for treble the amount of units used previously and there has been no extra load used by the Town Council, she has cancelled the cheque written for Western Power and will await the new bill before any payment is made.  The Clerk has asked SWALEC to make a record on this on the Town Council’s account.

f)
Town allHHall.  The Clerk informed members that the Painter has informed her that the Facia Boards are rotten in several places at the Town Hall.  The Clerk had asked the builder carrying out the work on the Town Hall if their Carpenter could undertake this work and has been informed that he is on holidays.  The Clerk has asked other local carpenters and is awaiting quotes.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should email members the price once received as the work needs to be done as soon as possible in order that the scaffolding can be removed.  The Clerk was to go with the opinion of the majority who reply within 24 hours of the Clerk’s email.   
313/15 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

There was nothing to report from County Cllr Evans or County Cllr Morse.

314/15
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Civic Service.  The Clerk reported that she had booked the Milford Haven Town Band for the Civic Service Parade on the 19th July 2015.  This will be paid for by the Civic Week Committee.
b)
Sainsbury’s.  The Clerk had received an email from a member of the public asking if there is any way the proposed Sainsbury Shop in Narberth can be prevented from happening.  
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Signed ………………



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should reply that the Town Council has done all it possibly can.

c)
Rates.  The Clerk had received an invoice for the Rates on St Andrew’s Churchyard at £180.75 and for the Store at the Old Town Hall which was for information only as no payment is required in respect of the current year.

d)
BT Broadband Cabinet.  The Clerk had received an email from The Harlequin Group asking who owned the land at the bridge side of Hazeldene, The Bridge, Narberth, as it is not registered on the Land Registry.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform them that this is Common Land which is maintained by the Town Council.  

e)
Junction of High Street, Spring Gardens and Northfield Road.  The Clerk reported on an email she had received from the County Council following the recent site visit with the Town Council.  The County Council are looking to improve the crossing facility in this area and the suitability of a zebra crossing.  Whilst the type of facility is yet to be finalised an application for funding through the Road Safety Grant initiative is to be submitted to the Welsh Government and if successful the scheme can progress.  The uncontrolled crossing point in the region of the Spar in the High Street has also been highlighted as an issue as cars block the drop kerb and visibility.  A build out at this location is being considered.  The County Council will forward the proposal shortly.   

f)
Donation.  The Clerk had received a request for a financial donation from the Welsh Ploughing Association.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should state that the donations for 2015/16 have already been allocated.  

g)
Insurance Policy.  The Clerk reported that she had received the new Policy and the renewal premium from Zurich, which was due for renewal on the 1st April 2015.  
h)
Narberth Museum.  The Clerk had received a thank you letter from the Museum for the Council’s donation for 2014/15.  
i)
Play Park.  The Clerk had received an email from Jason Lee at Wicksteed Playground offering to attend a site visit at the Play Park.

j)
Food Festival.  The Clerk had received a letter from the Food Festival asking for 






3 of 8




Signed ………………

the Council’s support in their endeavour to gain permission to use a portion of the car park running from the edge of the Old School Playground to the area of the Scout Hut from late Thursday to early Monday morning.




IT WAS RESOLVED to ask Huw to attend a meeting with the Council following the Planning meeting on the 21st April at 8 p.m., in order to discuss this further.

k)
White Paper:  Reforming Local Government – Power to Local People.  The Clerk reported on the consultation events being held and Cllr Rees, Cllr Norcross and the Clerk will attend Bronwydd Hall on Monday 13th April 2015.
l)
New Flush kerbs, near the Kirkland.  The Clerk had received an email from Alan Hunt at the County Council regarding installing these new flush kerbs in an attempt to improve way-finding for blind and partially sighted people living in Narberth.   The Town Council considered these proposals and,





IT WAS RESOLVED that they were all in favour.

m)
BBC Wales Television.  The Clerk had received a telephone call and an email from Eben at BBC Wales regarding a television election debate programme being held on the 22nd April at the Queen Elizabeth High School in Johnstown, Carmarthen.  Anyone interested in attending was to contact Eben or Carys Stallard on email or on 02920322557.  
n)
People Award 2015.  The Clerk had received a nomination for this year’s Award.  This will be kept on file until the nominations for the Award are requested.  

o)
BT.  The Clerk had received a letter from BT regarding their scheme to adopt a kiosk.  Members discussed this and, 





IT WAS RESOLVED to keep this on file for the time being.

p)
Taxi Rank.  The Clerk had received a letter regarding the possibility of having a taxi rank somewhere along the High Street in Narberth.  The Taxi firm stated that they need to stop to allow elderly passengers to alight from their vehicles.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to the County Council in order to ascertain their rules for parking on yellow lines – is there a ten minute grace?  Are taxi drivers allowed to stop to pick up/drop off 
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Signed …………………
passengers? 
315/15
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

a)
14/1141/PA  Castle Mead, The Bridge – Removal of condition 1 (restricted occupancy period) of planning permission 09/0670/PA – No Objection.
b)
14/1144/PA  Herons Brook, Narberth – Conversion of garage and Car Port into an annex and the erection of an extension (partly in retrospect) – No Objection.

c)
14/1186/PA  2 Church Street, Narberth – Erection of Garage – No Objection.

d)
Proposed upgrade to Base Station installation at Coxhill – No Objection. The Clerk reported that after emailing County Cllr Evans she had forwarded a copy of the email on to Llawhaden Community Clerk in reference to CTIL 123804, VF 6074, TEF N/A Robeston Wathen. 
Refusal of Variation of Condition:

e)
Narberth Swimming Pool – Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 14/0154/PA Relocation of boiler unit.

Outline Planning permission:

f)
Land north west of Greenhill, Station Road – Residential development.

315.1
Licensing Application:

a)
Landsker Stores – 0600 to 2300 – Council were concerned due to the potential noise nuisance late at night as the Store is located in a residential area of the town.

316/15
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
PACT Meetings.  Cllr Rogers informed members that the PACT meetings have changed from the first Monday evening of the month to the first Thursday evening of each month at the Court House, Narberth.
b)
Bonfires.  Cllr Rogers had received complaints regarding rubbish being burnt at the building site down at Narberth Bridge.   Members stated that bonfires are not permitted from now until October due to wildlife and wild flowers etc.  Cllr Rees stated that she would telephone the builder concerned to inform him of this.
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Signed ………………….
c)
Narberth Youth Theatre.  Cllr Feetham stated that he had attended a very successful play at the Museum and asked if a letter of congratulations could be sent to the Youth Theatre.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should send a letter from the Council.

d)
Regeneration of High Streets.  Cllr Hole mentioned that she would be interested in attending this event.
e)
Church Street.  Cllr Langen had received complaints regarding the amount of mud being left on the highway in Church Street from the tractor going to and from the farm.  Local residents state that this mud is being trodden into their homes.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to Police.

f)
Queen’s Hall.  Cllr Norcross informed Council that Mrs Lynne Singer, Administration Manager at the Hall will be retiring in May.




IT WAS RESOLVED to write to wish Mrs Singer all the best in her retirement.

317/15  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   

             (Agenda item 9)  

a)
Cllr Rees stated that she had attended the ‘County Council is changing’ event at Bloomfield last night together with the Clerk, Cllr Norcross, Cllr Feetham and Cllr Platt.  Cllr Rees stated that the groups were split into five tables and that it was interesting to see that every table came up with the same solutions – more clarity, more honesty, more speaking and more inclusion.  
b)
Cllr Platt had attended the Winter Carnival AGM and this year’s event will be held on the 12th December 2015.  The Committee are hopeful that there will be no hiccups this year.  

c)
Cllr Norcross had attended the Planning Aid Wales event in Haverfordwest and stated that although things are going to change with local authorities, the lead has to come from them.
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Signed ………………….
d)
Cllr Langen reported that he had attended a very impressive memorial service  of thanksgiving at Westminster for Lord Richard Attenborough on the 17th March.   Cllr Langen was there representing Muscular Dystrophy sufferers in West Wales.  
318/15
ELECTION OF MAYOR:  (Agenda item 10a)
Cllr Rees proposed that Cllr Rogers be the Mayor Designate for 2015/16.  

Cllr Feetham seconded this proposal and all members agreed.
319/15
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR:  (Agenda item 10b)

All members were asked if they wished to stand for Deputy Mayor Designate for 2015/16 and Cllr Platt and Cllr Griffiths’ names were put forward.  Following a very close secret vote, Cllr Griffiths was announced the Deputy Mayor Designate for 2015/16.  Cllr Rees stated that she was sure that the Council would give Cllr Griffiths all their support in order that he can gain as much experience as possible during his year as Deputy.

320/15
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 11)

320.1  
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg -
Direct Debit.
£  457.68

320.2
Payments made since last meeting:

Zurich Insurance as per contract -




        £2,001.81

320.3
Payments due:
a)
PCC Rates for St Andrews Churchyard - 
£   180.75
b)
Tenby Observer - 
£     96.00

c)
Scaffold Ltd 2000 - 
£3,420.00

d)
British Gas -

£       9.13
e)
Chris Viggars - 

£     60.00




IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed by Cllr Rees seconded by Cllr Feetham and agreed by full Council.
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Signed ……………………..
