 NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 3rd February 2015.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
S Rees, E Feetham, J Griffiths, D Norcross, R Platt, 



D Rigby and E Rogers.

284/15
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr Duckfield, Cllr H Langen and Cllr Williams.
The Clerk read out an email from Cllr Langen asking for a further month’s absence from Council meetings due to his continuing ill-health.  




IT WAS RESOLVED to grant Cllr Langen a leave of absence until his health improves.
285/15
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

No declarations were made.
286/15
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the meeting held on the 6th January 2015 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Feetham.  Cllr Norcross wished to clarify that his comment at last month’s meeting with regard to the Christmas Lights being taken down too early, should have stated that the main reason for Cllr Norcross concern was due to the fact that as a quarter of the Precept is spent on the Christmas Lights each year, they should be left up for longer. 


287/15
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Old CP School.  The Clerk stated that she has still not had a date for a meeting with Nichola Beech from JBP to discuss the future arrival of Sainsbury in Narberth.  The Clerk has sent a further email.  
b)
Victoria Close.  The Clerk stated that Planning Permission was granted in 2011 for the Erection of an Apartment Building comprising of 8 units with integral garaging and car parking area.

c)
Pavement in Spring Gardens.  The Clerk is still awaiting a reply from the Maintenance Department at County Hall on the condition of the pavement at
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Spring Gardens.

d)
Northfield Road Junction.  The Clerk is awaiting a reply to her request for an update on the report from Ben Blake.

288/15 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

County Cllr Morse was present at tonight’s meeting and whilst he did not have anything to report, County Cllr Morse held a question and answer session with the Town Council.  Members discussed various concerns including the replacement of the Chief Executive Officer at County Hall and the changes to the Boundaries for election purposes.
There was nothing to report from County Cllr Evans.

289/15
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Donations.  Applications for financial assistance have been received from the YFC, Teenage Cancer Trust, the West Wales Wool Show 2015 and the Narberth Youth Theatre.  These will be kept until the March meeting of Council.

b)
Pembrokeshire County Council Changing Community Engagement Event.  The Clerk reminded Council of the event being held in Bloomfield on Monday 2nd March at 7 – 9 pm.  Cllrs Rees, Norcross, Platt, Feetham and the Clerk will attend.  

c)
Hywel Dda.  The Clerk informed members that a workshop will be held in Whitland Town Hall on the 12th February between 3 – 5 p.m. to enable people to find out more about local health and social care services and to share views.

d)
One Voice Wales.  The Clerk had received an application form for membership for 2015/16.  The Cost of membership is £368.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council should renew their membership.


The Clerk had also received a copy of the Agenda and draft minutes for tonight’s One Voice Wales meeting.

e)
Car Park.  The Clerk had received a telephone call from a local resident stating that due to the heavy ground frost this morning, motorists were unable to see the markings for car park spaces so had to guess whether or not they were within the 
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designated area.  The motorist was concerned as to what would happen if they were booked for parking out of the space.  The resident also complained that the park was not gritted and that it was extremely slippery and dangerous walking out of the Car Park up to the High Street. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would pass on these concerns to the County Council.

f)
Utility Wise.  The Clerk reported on a telephone call she had received from this company asking to do a Bill Audit for the Town Hall.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that as the heating and lighting consumption is paid for by the tenant, it was not up to the Town Council as to whether or not they should provide Utility Wise with utility bills.

g)
Town Hall.  The Clerk reported that she has contacted Paul Wakely to ask for a price for replacing the metal bars on the lower window of the Town Hall.  The Clerk has received a quote for this work which included cutting out the damaged stone, but unfortunately the contractor stated that he can only put lime stone back as he does not have any of the existing sandstone.  The Clerk stated that as this is a listed building, sandstone should be used.  Prior to this work being carried out, the Clerk stated that the window frame needed replacing as it has rotted.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask Maxwell Walters and Carl Povey for a price for this work.


The Clerk had also been in touch with a Mr John Brailsford, Structural Engineer, with regard to the water ingress at the Town Hall.  Mr Brailsford has agreed to attend a site visit with the Clerk in the next few weeks to see what can be done to stop the water entering the basement.

h)
War Graves.  The Clerk informed Council of her telephone conversations with the War Grave Commission and Mr William Thomas’ family regarding the installation of a War Grave headstone in St Andrews Churchyard.  The Clerk had informed the Commission that the Graveyard is owned by the Church in Wales and permission would have to be gained from them, not the Town Council.  The Clerk is to pass on the Church Wardens telephone number as well.

i)
Registration Services – Outstation Service.  The Clerk reported on a letter she had received from the County Council regarding the review of providing 

outstation service for the registration of births and deaths.  
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform the County Council that the Town Council believe that having no outstation service will cause funeral services to be delayed,  put extra stress on families at this emotional time, make it difficult for people who do not have transport and also highlight the lack of parking facilities at Cherry Grove.

j)
PLANED.  The Clerk had received information on the Pembrokeshire Festivals and Events Guide and how to enter an event.  

The Clerk had also received a copy of PLANED’s latest Newsletter.

k)
Narberth Castle.  The Clerk had received a reply from the County Council stating that the budget responsibility for the Castle maintenance now lies with the Maintenance Section.  Dr Jones had sent a copy of this response to the Maintenance Section for information.

l)
Allotments.  The Clerk had received a letter from the British Weights and Measures Association regarding the Units of measurement – gardening allotments.  The letter states that an individual is emailing local Councils across the country, under the Freedom of Information Act, stating that they are breaking the law by using rods and poles and other non-metric units to describe gardening allotments.  The letter points out that there is no UK legislation on this and Councils are under no obligation to remove or replace traditional or imperial measurements.
m)
Glasdon.  The Clerk had received a copy of products on sale for local Councils.
290/15
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

290.1
A New Premises License application had been received in respect of Calon Wen Dairy Produce Ltd, Unit 8 West Wales Business Park, Redstone Road – No objection.

290.2 14/0832/PA Bryngwyn, The Crescent – Erection of dwelling – Application has been withdrawn by the applicant.
290.3
14/0724/PA Old CP School, Narberth – Planning permission has been granted for the demolition of former school buildings and erection of convenience food-store and non-food retail units, bakery and café, residential apartments with associated car parking and delivery area.  Re-alignment of existing accesses, car parking and public space.  (The Council were invited to make representation at the hearing for this application on Tuesday 20th January 2015 at County Hall, 
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which Cllr Norcross attended on behalf of the Council).

291/15
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
British Heart Foundation.  Cllr Rogers stated that a Coffee Morning would be held on Saturday 7th February in the RAOB Club to support Red Day.
b)
Halkon Crescent/Croft Villas.  Cllr Rogers reported that the trees are overgrown and need to be cut back.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will pass this on to the County Council.
c)
Bridge Hill.  Cllr Rogers reported a large broken branch which needs removing from the hedge at Bridge Hill, as one strong gust of wind could blow it onto the highway.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

d)
Council meetings.  Cllr Griffiths asked if he and Cllr Hole could attend another Council’s monthly meeting to see how other Town/Community Councils conduct their meetings in order to gain a different angle and see how they could try to add value to Narberth Town Council.  Cllr Griffiths was informed that any member of the public can attend any Council meeting.  Cllr Griffiths also asked if there were any archive files, but unfortunately, these had been destroyed many years ago when the roof came off the Town Hall where the files were stored.  Cllr Griffiths asked Cllr Feetham if both he and Cllr Hole could interview him when convenient to enable them to gain the information he has on historic issues.  Cllr Norcross agreed to give copies of the Minutes he has in his possession since he joined Narberth Council to the Clerk to file in the Council Office.
e)
Reforming Local Government Consultation Papers.  Cllr Norcross asked members to read Chapter 4 of this Consultation which the Clerk had forwarded to Council today.  As a response has to be made in April, it was agreed to make this an Agenda Item for the March meeting.

f)
Old Keg Yard.  Cllr Norcross asked why the Old Keg Yard had double yellow lines painted there when the road had not been adopted.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to Pembrokeshire County Council and ask them to remove the double yellow lines.
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g)
Fly-tipping.  Cllr Rigby informed Council that fly-tipping is still occurring at Picton Terrace.  Motorists are stopping there to unload their rubbish and currently there are pallets and boxes dumped there. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.

h)
Banners.  Cllr Rigby stated that banners are still being put on the railings outside Hill House and that the railings need painting.  The Clerk has already asked for the street furniture in Narberth to be repainted.

i)
Swimming Pool.  Cllr Rigby asked about the boiler at the Swimming Pool and was told that all is going well with the Pool.

j)
Mayors Chain of Office.  The Clerk was asked to find out if she could make an appointment for the Mayor to take the Chain to Bristol to explain in person what needs to be done to repair and make it more usable.






IT WAS RESOLVED that this was the safest way for the Chain to be transported and that the cost of travel would be reimbursed.  
292/15  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   

             (Agenda item 9)  

Future Forum.  Cllr Norcross reported on the Planning meeting held at County Hall with regard to the old CP School.  The County Council have approved the planning application even though no public consultation took place.
293/15
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 10)

293.1  
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg -
Direct Debit. 





£457.68

b)
National Westminster Bank interest - 




£    1.03   

293.2
Payments due:
a)
British Gas -








£  10.11
b)
100 x 1st class stamps -






£  62.00
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c)
One Voice Wales membership -





£368.00




IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed by Cllr Rees seconded by Cllr Feetham and agreed by full Council.
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