Cyngor Cymuned Spittal/Spittal Community Council
Clerk & Treasurer
Christine Williams
Daneleigh, Castle Rise, Spittal, SA62 5QW
Email: clerkspittal.cc@aol.co.uk

Minutes of the meeting of the Community Council held on Tuesday 1st September 2020

Minutes No 368

This meeting took place via Zoom.

1.  Present:
Community Councillors: A Jones, D Williams, R Elston, W Oriel, E Whitby.
County Councillor:  D Howlett
Clerk & Treasurer:  C Williams

2. Apologies
No apologies were received.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting:
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 23rd June 2020 (No 367) and the briefing paper for July 2020 were read, approved and agreed by the meeting.  They were signed by R Elston, Chairperson.

4. Matters Arising -
· Subsidence at Spittal Cross – Cllr Howlett reported the damage and it has been repaired by PCC.
· Camera on pole in Spittal village – Cllr Howlett has made enquiries of PCC but no-one has acknowledged responsibility.  The camera was only in situ for a couple of days and has been removed.
· Spittal School request to paint the bus shelter – the correspondence concerning this matter was tabled and will be discussed later in the meeting.
· Pull-up bar on village green – due to health and safety concerns it was agreed not to approve this request. 

5. Correspondence
Emails:
· Paul Davies AM – confirmation that concerns over audit costs expressed by the community council have been forwarded to the Minister.
· Julie James, Welsh Government Minister for Housing and Local Government – response to concerns over audit costs.  Letter to be filed by Clerk.
· Dyfed Powys Police & Crime Commissioner – Annual Report.  
· Local Development Plan 2 – Inspectors Report.  Clerk to forward.
· PCC – Democratic & Scrutiny Services Officer – community councillor representation on Standards Committee – vacancy.  Forwarded but no interest expressed.
· Electoral Registration Canvass Forum 2020 – Engagement Campaign.
· Paul Davies AM – newsletter – numerous issues have been received and forwarded to community councillors.
· Wasps were reported in the playground – referred to PCC who carried out the work.
· Local resident raised concerns about the condition of local footpaths and bridleways.  Cllr Howlett raised these concerns with PCC.  Clerk to file.
· Welsh Ambulance Service – Mrs Doncaster who checks the defibrillator weekly reported that the batteries needed replacing.  WAS were contacted and supplied batteries and new pads free of charge.  Thanks were expressed to S Williams for installing them.
· Local resident expressed concerns about traffic speeding and drivers using mobile phones while driving on the road from Spittal towards Golden Hill.  Cllr Howlett offered to make enquiries about possible ‘Children Playing’ signage.  He also informed the meeting that because there are currently no speed limits at Golden Hill, speed lines will be installed to determine volume and speed of traffic in this area.  Cllr Howlett warned that there was 3 to 4 months backlog of work at the moment.  Regarding the use of mobile phones while driving if individuals are reported it would be possible to follow-up – not all drivers use their mobile phones while driving farm vehicles.
· Repair to village green – contractor to start work in next couple of weeks.  Notices will be posted once the start date is known.  Clerk to arrange.
· Old Police House – owner informed of impending work.  The owner has forwarded this information to solicitor.  Clerk will keep the owner informed.

6. Finance
· Risk Assessment – this was circulated prior to the meeting for discussion.  No changes were proposed and the risk assessment was adopted and signed by the Chairperson.
· Wales Independent Remuneration Panel – community councillor opt-out – the paperwork was circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.  Community Councillors agreed to return the paperwork to the Clerk.
· Business Interests – the documentation was circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.  Community Councillors agreed to return the signed paperwork to the Clerk.
· Budget – update was circulated.
· Income & Expenditure Account – update was circulated showing a current balance of £13,796.67
· PCC – remittance advice received (August precept) - £906.00
· Clerk salary claim for the period from 1st April 2020 to end of September 2020 - £436.80.  Tax – £109.20.  This was agreed, cheques issued.
· Xmas lights – invoice received from SSE Swalec for £61.43 to cover period from 15th April 2015.  Cheque agreed, Clerk to arrange.
· Lloyds Bank statement to 25th June 2020 - £12,890.67

7. Planning
· Scolton Manor Discovery Centre – change of use from storage to museum display and demonstration area.  Approved.  No comment.
· Scollock Bill, Ambleston – conversion of agricultural outbuilding to residential unit with self-contained annexe.  Consultation.  Clerk to forward for comment.

8. Appeals 
· Spittal School – a donation of £50 was agreed.  Clerk to arrange.
· Citizens Advice – not at this time.  Clerk to inform.
· Marie Curie – not at this time.  Clerk to inform.

9. Any Other Business
· Painting of the bus shelter.  The community councillors considered the current situation taking into account the various and mixed opinions and solutions circulating in the community.  The Headteacher had sought reassurance from the Community Council that the project could continue.  After a lot of discussion, it was proposed by D Williams, seconded by A Jones and approved by the meeting that -‘Spittal Community Council re-affirmed its support for the project as requested by Mrs Vaughan and looked forward to seeing the completed art work.  The art work would remain in place until the end of the summer term 2021’.  The matter of consulting on such requests was considered to be too onerous as it was within the remit of a community council to make these decisions on behalf of the community it represented.  No-one expected this decision to cause offence or generate such interest.  However, it would be reasonable to expect the Community Council to consider formal consultation for projects it deemed to be of a controversial nature in the future.
· Parking on the pavement on the road outside Wesley Way.  This was reported as a potential hazard for cars coming out of Wesley Way.  There are no lines on this section of road to deter parking.  
· It was agreed to plant natural ferns on the corner of Wesley Way.  W Oriel to arrange.  Possible expenditure up to £20 was agreed.
· Trees on the left side of the road towards the tunnel are overhanging.  Clerk to follow up.
· Bins in the playground and elsewhere are overflowing – Cllr Howlett to report.

10. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 6th October 2020.

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
