NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 3rd March 2020.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
C Walters, S Rees, R Barnes, L Lloyd, G Meredydd, E Rogers, and David Norcross.
Prior to the start of tonight’s Council meeting, Mrs Pauline Griffiths brought the Council up to date with what is happening with the Museum.  Mrs Griffiths thanked the Council for their continuing support and their annual donation which she said makes a lot of difference to the Museum.  Mrs Griffiths explained that the Museum is submitting a grant application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund and asked the Council for a letter of support with this endeavour.  Members agreed that the Clerk should write this letter.
165/20
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllr D Rigby, Cllr R Platt, Cllr M Platt and County Cllr Morse. 
166/20
 DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

There was nothing known at this stage.
167/20
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the meeting held on the 4th and 18th February 2020 was approved, proposed by Cllr Norcross seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.  

168/20
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Bird Scarer.  The Clerk reported on an email she had received from County Cllr Morse which stated that the farmer is acting within the Law.  The farmer was using the scarer to keep the starlings away at feeding time.  The starlings normally fly away in the middle of March, returning late autumn.  
b)
Kiln Park Corner.  County Cllr Morse reported that Clair Williams is due to report her findings very soon.  County Cllr Morse will drop her line to confirm progress and ask her to copy Cllr Lloyd and the Clerk into her response.  
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169/20
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

169.1
Cllr Walters reported on a message from County Cllr Morse stating that a safety survey is to be carried out at the blind spot on Narberth Bridge.
170/20
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Emails which had been forwarded on to Councillors:
· Wales Audit Office.  Press release on Accounts qualified.

· SPAN.  Talk with Workshop leaders re NAVF.

· LDP2.  Extension to the consultation period to the 18th March 2020, 4.30 p.m.

· Wales Audit Office.  Consultation on future audit arrangements for community councils.

· One Voice Wales.  What you get for your membership.

· St Andrews Churchyard.  Damage caused by heavy tree branches falling during storm weather and agreement for emergency work to be carried out.

· Museum.  Thank you email for donation and continued support.

· Welsh Blood Service.  Promoting local sessions.

· Library Roof.  Water seepage.  Local builder approached for advice.

· SSAC consultation:  DWP engagement of disabled people in Policies and Practices that affect them.

· Sustainable Transport Study Vision.  Summary following the Stakeholders Workshop.

· Play for Wales.  Events for 2020.

· Equality Human Rights Commission.  Reducing poverty in Wales.

· Engagement event Monday 16 March.  Social Services and Well-being Act evaluation.

· Fields in Trust Cymru.  Guide for Community campaigners in Wales.

· CWBR.  Notes from PLANED session with Town Council.

· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales.   Annual report February 2020.

· Registration of defibrillators on the Circuit.  The Clerk had also forwarded this on to Narberth CP School; Narberth RFC; Queen’s Hall; Swim Narberth and Bloomfield.
· Consultation event.  Beyond recycling to be held in Bloomfield.

b)
Library.  The Clerk reported on water ingress on the north elevation of the building.  The Clerk had met with a local builder to see what was causing this and was informed that the builder felt it was due to the moss on the roof which was holding water like a sponge and then seeping through.  The builder did not think it was to do with the soffit or fascia boards as the wall was too thick for this to be the case.  The builder also stated that he has seen and dealt with a lot 
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of this problem in the past.  The Clerk had asked him for a quote for this work which he supplied.  Due to the need to get this work carried out as soon as possible and the good price quoted,





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should not go out for tender in this instance but to accept the quote once she had received the Risk Assessment for the work to be carried out and a copy of the Public Liability Cover.  

c)
Fun Fair.  The Clerk had received an email from Marc Owen regarding the dates the Fair would like to come to Narberth and asking for the Council’s feedback on this.  These were 22nd April after 6 p.m. then the fair to be operational from the 23rd April – 25th April 2020. 




IT WAS RESOLVED, following a vote, that these dates were agreeable to Council.  Cllr Rees and Cllr Lloyd abstained from voting. 

d)
Local Places for Nature.  The Clerk reported on this scheme which she had previously emailed the details of to Councillors.  Council agreed that the package they would be interested in was the Butterfly Garden as the first choice, then the Wildlife Garden as second choice. Cllr Norcross agreed to lead with this initiative and the Clerk is to complete the application form.

  e)
Asbestos Survey.  The Clerk had received a quote from Leftfield Environmental Ltd to carry out an Asbestos survey at the Old Town Hall building.  Cllr Norcross asked the Clerk to check that this included the clock tower.  Cllr Walters gave the Clerk details of a local company to ask for another quote.  The Clerk will do this and stated that she has also asked Anchem for a quote.

f)
Narberth in Bloom.  The Clerk had received a letter from the Committee asking for a donation.  The Clerk stated that she has a cheque waiting to be released once she has a copy of their accounts and bank statement.  Cllr Rogers declared an interest as she is on the committee and agreed to sort this out.
g)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received a credit note for £220.24 from Welsh Water in respect of the Castle.
h)
Postage.  The Clerk stated that the postal charges were being increased by 6p for a first class stamp in March and asked Council if they would consider posting the majority of mail out second class.  The Clerk would keep some first class stamps for urgent mail.  
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should change the Council’s Policy and send the mail out second class with the exceptions stated.  With this in mind, the Clerk is to purchase some second class stamps before the increase is implemented.  
171/20
PLANNING APPLICATION:   (Agenda item 7)
a)  19/1028/PA  22 High Street, Narberth – Change of use from A1 shop to A3 Craft Beer Bar – The Clerk read out an email she had received from a local resident regarding this application.  Whilst the Council have no objection to the change of use, they wish for Pembrokeshire County Council to enforce the noise and licensing regulations as required by Law.

Cllr Walters declared an interest in this application as he knows the owner.

171.1  The following have been Conditionally Approved:

a)
19/0977/PA  Rushacre Court, Redstone Road – Proposed alterations and extension to existing bungalow.  
172/20
​NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Brambles.  Cllr Meredydd stated that the brambles outside Gardenia in Spring Gardens are still overhanging the pavement.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask the County Council to cut these back.

b)
Water supply.  Cllr Barnes stated that Plastic Free Narberth asked if there is a water supply in Narberth where drinking bottles can be refilled and queried the Old Town Hall.  Although there used to be an outside tap, members were informed that the water bill for this could become astronomical if the tap was left open.  Members also queried the condition of the pipes etc. as it has not been used for so long.  It was suggested that a better option would be to see if any shops in Narberth would offer this facility instead.  
c)
Safety routes.  Cllr Lloyd raised her concerns in relation to the steps coming down from Redstone Court to the new safety routes to school pathway adjoining the RFC field.  Cllr Lloyd highlighted the fact that there is a sheer drop on the side onto concrete and highlighted the danger if someone fell here.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to 
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the County Council.

d)
Bollards.  Members agreed that there are still loads of advertising sleeves covering the street bollards in Narberth and,




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will check with County Cllr Dennis to see if he has spoken to the premises concerned yet as previously agreed.

e)
Zebra Crossing.  Cllr Norcross stated that Cllr M Platt had raised this issue again with him and Cllr Norcross informed him that this is going to be repainted once the weather allows.
f)
Northfield Road.  On behalf of Cllr M Platt, Cllr Norcross stated that vehicles are still speeding on Northfield Road and that it is very difficult for people to cross the road to get to the Medical Centre.

g)
Dog fouling.  Cllr Rogers highlighted the problem with dog faeces around the centre of the town and owners not picking up after their dogs.  Cllr Rees stated that she has signs to put up regarding dog fouling including one for the Churchyard asking for dogs to be kept on a lead.

h)
Back Lane.  Cllr Rees raised her concerns again with the access to Back Lane being blocked off and the amount of dog mess in the Lane.  Cllr Rees stated that the County Council need to address the issue and understand that this is a road, not a footpath and that people have a right to drive their vehicles down there.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would send a letter to the County Council demanding that they do something about people blocking the entrance.

i)
Recycling bins.  Cllr Walters stated that the clothes bin was overflowing again.  Members stated that this bin is the responsibility of the Salvation Army.  The Clerk will inform them of this.  

j)
Trees.  Cllr Walters stated that he will ask a tree surgeon that he knows to have a look at the trees at the Churchyard to see if they need to be cut back.  
173/20
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS:  (Agenda item 9)

The Clerk read out the minutes from the Christmas Lights Committee meeting and 
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Cllr Walters commented on the lampposts intolerance identified.  Cllr Walters stated that the County Council will need to inspect these and carryout remedial work.  The main decision of the Council will be to rent or buy in the future.  It was agreed to wait until further information has been received from Western Services Ltd., and the meeting with City Illuminations before making any decisions.  Cllr Rees asked that the Chamber of Trade be involved and Cllr Walters agreed to attend a Chamber of Trade meeting to bring them up to date with the debrief from last year.  Cllr Rees declared an interest as the Chairman of the Chamber of Trade is her son-in-law and stated that she thought the Chairman should be invited to attend a Council meeting himself to discuss this year’s Christmas Lights and asked not to send another representative in his place.

174/20
MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  (Agenda item 10)

a)
Chamber of Trade.  Cllr Rees stated that she had attended a very vibrant meeting of the Chamber of Trade and stated that the Chamber is looking at ways to get more people to become members.

b)
One Voice Wales.  Cllr Lloyd had attended the recent meeting and stated that they had talked about Councils applying for the Local Places for Nature Scheme packs.  
c)
CWBR.  Cllr Meredydd reported on the training session held with CWBR and the Council’s decision to focus on Climate Change and Sustainable Transport in Narberth.  Youth groups and children in Narberth will be approached to see how they feel and this will be fed into a live consultation so that the children and the youths can see that their views are taken seriously and that the Town Council are listening to them.

d)
Bloomfield.  Cllr Meredydd confirmed that all is well with the Association.

e)
Queen’s Hall.   Cllr Walters informed members that Solar Panels have been installed on the Hall.  Cllr Walters also stated that the First Prize from the Queen’s Hall raffle, a car, had been handed over to the lucky winner last Sunday.  

175/20
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:  (Agenda item 11)
Council considered the applications that were in addition to the organisations that had 
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been precepted for and following discussion,




IT WAS RESOLVED to make the following donations and to retain the balance from the miscellaneous budget heading as a provision for the forthcoming year.  
	
	
	Amount donated

Last year

Col 1
	Donation for

2020-21

Col 2
	Suggested Budget

Head

	1
	Queen’s Hall

S.145 LGA ‘72


	£500.00
	£500.00
	Specific



	2
	Narberth & District Comm. & Sports Ass.

S.145 LGA, S.19, ‘76

	£1,00.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific



	3
	Narberth Museum

S.145 (1) (d) LGA ‘72


	£750.00
	£750.00
	Specific

	4
	Narberth in Bloom

S.144 OG LGA ‘72


	£300.00
	£300.00
	Specific

	5
	Narberth Civic Week

S.144 LGA ‘72


	£200.00
	£250.00


	Specific

	6
	Narberth Cricket Youth

S.19 LGA ’76 


	£250.00
	£250.00
	Specific



	7
	Narberth Football Youth

S.19 LGA ’76


	£250.00
	£250.00


	Specific



	8
	Narberth Rugby Youth

S.19 LGA ‘76
	Nil
	£250.00
	Specific

	9


	Allotments

SS23, 26 and 42 LGA 1908 


	₤100.00
	£100.00
	Specific



	10
	Bus Stop Project

S.19 LGA ‘76


	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific



	11
	Dyffryn Taf
Community Infrastructure

Levy Reg. 2010.


	₤50.00
	₤50.00
	Specific
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	12
	Swim Narberth

Community Infrastructure

Levy Reg. 2010.

	£3,000.00
	£3,000.00
	Specific



	13
	Narberth Scouts & Guides Hall.
S.19 LGA ‘76


	£250.00
	£250.00
	Specific



	14
	Elly’s Ward 10 Flag 

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil


	Nil


	Miscellaneous

	15
	Bobath Children Therapy Centre, Wales

Section 137 Expenditure

	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous



	16
	Paul Sartori

Section 137 Expenditure


	£50.00
	£50.00
	Miscellaneous



	17
	Air Ambulance

Section 137 Expenditure 
	£50.00
	Nil.
	Miscellaneous



	18


	Cruse Bereavement 
Section 137 Expenditure 
	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous

	19


	Tenovus

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous


Cllr Barnes declared an interest in the Paul Sartori application as she works for the 
organisation on a voluntary basis.
176/20
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 12)
176.1
The following income had been received:
a)
Jelly Egg - 








£    457.68

b)
Bank Interest March - 






£         3.50
176.2
Payments due:

a)
C Walters (Members allowance) - 




£   150.00
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b)
J A L Lloyd (Members allowance) - 




£   150.00

c)
Ruth Platt (Members allowance) -




£   150.00

d)
Mike Platt (Members allowance) - 




£   150.00

e)
The Festive Lighting Company - 





£3,600.00

f)
Wales Audit Office - 






£   255.75

g)
One Voice Wales - 







£   471.00

h)
Zurich Municipal - 







£2,189.60

i)
DCWW – Library - 







£     60.66

j)
Chris Viggars - 







£     90.00

k)
PAVS membership (d/d)






£     30.00





IT WAS RESOLVED following a proposal by Cllr Norcross which was seconded by Cllr Meredydd and agreed by full Council to make these payments.




IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED to allocate Plenary powers to the Clerk and the Mayor or Deputy Mayor to act in an emergency up to a value of £500. 
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