NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 3rd December 2019.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
C Walters, S Rees, D Rigby, L Lloyd, R Barnes, D Norcross, E Rogers, D Rigby, G Meredydd and County Cllr Vic Dennis.  Also present was Jack Simpson from the Tenby Observer.
120/19
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllrs R Platt and M Platt. 
121/19
 DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Nothing known at this stage.
122/19
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 5th, 14th and 19th November 2019 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rees, seconded by Cllr Lloyd, Cllr Norcross and Cllr Rigby and Cllr Barnes and Cllr Rigby respectively.  These proposals were agreed by the full Council.  
123/19
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Vehicle activated sign.  The Clerk informed Council that this work will now be programmed and carried out as soon as possible.
b)
Back Lane.  The Clerk reported on further emails regarding food waste being left in Back Lane and also rubbish bags being put out after Pembrokeshire County Council’s collection dates.  The Council was informed that two private collections are also carried out weekly in addition to the County Councils.  Cllr Rees stated that the rubbish should be put outside the business premises not left in Back Lane.  County Cllr Dennis stated that he is keeping an eye on the situation. 

c)
Parking on Junctions.  The Clerk had received a reply from Dyfed Powys Police stating that they will keep an eye on the situation.
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Signed ……………….

124/19
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)
a)
County Cllr Dennis stated that he had attended a very successful Food Festival AGM and the launch of the Credit Union in Narberth.
b)
County Cllr Dennis informed Council that the Great British High Street Award had been postponed due to the election campaign.  

c)
County Cllr Dennis informed Council of the difficult times that Tenby School has been facing.

125/19
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Christmas Tree – Market Square.  The Clerk had received a telephone call from a shop owner in Market Square asking about the Christmas tree.



IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Rogers would source a tree from Costcutters and the Council’s electrical contractor would be asked to connect the pea-lights which were to be low voltage.  Cllr Rogers felt that the cost of the tree would be around £50.

b)
SLCC.  The Clerk had received notice that the Town Council’s annual membership is due for renewal on the 1st January 2020.  




IT WAS RESOLVED following a proposal by Cllr Rees which was seconded by Cllr Rogers and agreed by full Council that the Clerk should renew the Council’s membership at a cost of £161.  

c)
Castle School.  The Clerk read out a letter from Castle School regarding their planned Big Christmas Lunch for locals who would otherwise be alone on Christmas Day.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would write to congratulate the School for their lovely gesture.

d)
PLANED.  The Clerk was asked to arrange the second training date with the Council for the end of February.  Members agreed that this session should take place on Tuesday 18th February at 7 p.m.

e)
Utility Aid.  The Clerk had been approached by Utility Aid regarding their work in attempting to keep utility rates as low as possible.  
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would continue to do as they do now in seeking the best price for an electricity supplier.
f)
Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty.  The Clerk stated that she had forwarded this email on to members and will be completing a report on what the Council has done to comply with the duty.
g)
Temporary Road Closure.  The Clerk had emailed Councillors a copy of the road closure in Narberth on Sunday 8th December for the Santa Fun Run.

h)
SuDS.  The Clerk had forwarded an email to Councillors on the proposed amendments on the Sustainable Drainage System Order.
126/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)
a)
19/0802/PA  – The Old School, Station Road – Removal of curtain wall cladding and replacement with UPVC clad metal windows and panel cladding - No objection.

b)
19/0778/AD  - The Angel Inn, 43 High Street – Replacement signage of original lettering.  3D gold lettering.  (Fascia Frontage and wall gable end) – No Objection.

126.1
  Planning permission was Conditionally Approved to:
a)
18/0769/PA  Land adjacent to Rushacre Farm – variation of condition 3 and 7 of planning permission 09/0419/PA.

b)
19/0674/PA  Hill Crest, Coxhill – Porch and conversion of garage to study, workroom and extension to bedroom.

c)
19/0527/PA  Crunns Farm, Coxhill – Change of use from existing barn to holiday accommodation.

126.2
Planning permission was refused to:

a)
19/0611/PA  Bryn Villa, Kiln Park Road – Two storey rear extension.

b)
19/0635/PA  Rushacre Court, Redstone Road – Alteration and Extension.
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127/19
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
 Pavements – Northmead.  Cllr Rogers reported on the ponding of water on 


both sides of the footpath at Northmead leading to the Junior School. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.





b)

Remembrance Service.  Cllr Rogers stated that there was a brilliant turnout 


this year and that the Bench looked superb.  Cllr Walters stated that the old bench that was replaced will be refurbished in the new-year.  Cllr Walters asked for a thank you letter to be sent to the British Legion and stated that it was lovely to see the Scouts, Cadets and Explorers being involved.  
c)
 Christmas Trees.  Cllr Rogers stated that whilst the trees outside the shops looked brilliant comments have been made about the difficulties of getting into some of the shops.
d)
Kirkland.  Members discussed the flooding outside the Kirkland Arms.  Work is currently underway on the drainage system and it is believed that the street sign will be replaced at the same time.

e)
Market Square.  Cllr Walters asked if the loose and uneven paving slabs in front of the cenotaph can be reported to the County Council.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report these slabs. 

f)
Queen’s Hall.  Members were informed that the Queen’s Hall had been successful with their grant application. HHh

g)
Police.  The Clerk was asked to send a welcoming letter to the new members of the Narberth Police team.

128/19
MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  (Agenda item 9)
Cllr Walters had attended a Chamber of Trade meeting and informed the Council of the problems the Chamber are currently facing with no secretary and no Vice Chair.  The Chamber hopes to relaunch the Christmas Lights appeal next year.  
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129/19
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS:  (Agenda item 10)

Cllr Rogers expressed her concern over the signage being fixed onto the back of the Town Hall due to problems encountered there previously and the fact that the Clerk and she had informed the Contractor on their initial site visit that nothing was to be attached to the building.  Cllr Walters explained that the Contractor had approached him to say that they had a spare sign and as there had been signage there previously Cllr Walters did not see there would be a problem and gave them permission to erect the sign.  It was mentioned that the tree at Charles Salmon Gardens needs to be looked at as the Christmas lights’ Contractor believes that it is starting to die.  Cllr Rogers also stated that in the Contract it states that white pea-lights were to be put on the tree, not coloured ones.
The Clerk stated that she has received the invoice for the erecting and dismantling of the Christmas motifs minus the 10% retention as per Contract.

Cllr Meredydd stated that due to the unforeseeable circumstances that arose this year, it would be wise for the Christmas Light’s Committee to sort out the festive lighting in June/July in future years.

130/19
DATE FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING:  (Agenda item 11)

It was agreed that the Finance Committee will meet on Monday 30th December 2019 to discuss the Precept requirements for 2020/21.

131/19
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 12)

131.1
Income received:

a)
Nat West Interest –


£       3.63 

b)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit –
£   457.68
131.2
Payments due:

a)
HMRC - 








£   435.34
b)
SLCC membership - 






£   161.00

c)
Western Services Ltd - 






£9,720.00
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IT WAS RESOLVED on a proposal by Cllr Rees which was seconded by Cllr Norcross and agreed by full Council to make these payments.

Signed ……………………………………

Date …………………………..

                                  Mayor
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