NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 3rd September 2019.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
C Walters, S Rees, L Lloyd, E Rogers, 


R Barnes and County Cllrs V Dennis and E Morse.  
Prior to the start of tonight’s meeting, Council observed one minute silence in respect of Mrs Marion Morgan and Mr Charlie Rodea.
61/19
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllrs M Platt, R Platt, G Meredydd, D Norcross and D Rigby. 
62/19
 DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Nothing known at this stage.
63/19
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 2nd, 16th July and 13th August

 2019 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.

64/19
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Bunting.  The Clerk reported that the Town Council had received permission to erect the Bunting for this year’s Civic Week, Ironman and Food Festival.
b)
Town Hall.  The Clerk had received a reply from the sub-tenant stating that she has asked her electrician for a copy of the Minor Electrical Installation Works Certificate and stated that it will be available shortly.
65/19
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

a)
Report from County Cllr Dennis:  County Cllr Dennis passed around a copy of a plan showing the new parking/waiting restrictions for St James Street.
b)
Plastic Free Narberth.  County Cllr Dennis stated that it is disappointing to note that most of the litter found in Narberth is just past the national speed 
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limits.  However, thankfully this is getting less and less.  

c)
Civic Week.   County Cllr Dennis congratulated the Civic Week Committee on a very successful week and stated that the memorial walk highlighted the local walks available within the area.  
d)
Multi-use Pathway.  County Cllr Dennis stated that part of the pathway between Narberth – Haverfordwest was opened recently and that the next part is due to start which will necessitate the temporary closing of Carding Mill Lane.  Council suggested an information board be erected in order to explain what is going on as this will also be an advertisement for the Scheme.   

e)
Kerbside Recycling.  County Cllr Dennis stated that Pembrokeshire County Council are carrying out environmental advice on their new Kerbside Recycling venture at CK’s car park on Monday 9th September 2019 between 11 a.m., and 3 p.m., at also at the top end of the High Street outside No 47. 
Report from County Cllr Morse:   

a)
Station Road.  County Cllr Morse stated that progress is being made on the piece of pavement on Station Road at Greenway Corner end to Kiln Park Road.  Land is required on the south side and the hedge will need to be moved back.  All is in progress but is not likely to be completed until 2022.  Cllr Rees reminded County Cllr Morse of the 106 monies which was allocated for this pathway under the Safe Routes to School Scheme.  County Cllr Morse stated that he has received a lot of comments in relation to the piece of pavement which is sticking out leading to nowhere and added that this has been checked and that it is within the legal parameters.      
b)
Kiln Park Corner.  County Cllr Morse stated that he is still awaiting dates for a meeting with the Traffic Planning Officer and will let Cllr Rees and Cllr Lloyd know once these have been given.  Cllr Rees asked if this meeting can be arranged for after the 23rd September 2019.  

c)
A40 Redstone Road Crossroads.  County Cllr Morse touched on the presentation at the Queen’s Hall which several members of the Town Council had attended.  Cllr Rees stated that nothing is set in stone yet and that Arup will not make up their mind on which option to follow until after they have looked at the feedback to the consultation.
d)
Crinow junction.  County Cllr Morse thanked the Mayor for attending a photo-
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shoot to highlight the work that has been carried out on this junction.  

66/19
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a) 
A40 Llanddewi Velfry to Penblewin improvement scheme.  The Clerk stated that she has received a copy of the draft statutory orders, relevant plans, Public Notices etc., for this Scheme.

b)  
PLANED.  The Clerk had received an email from PLANED asking to set up two training sessions with the Council in relation to the Community Well-being and Resilience project.  Each session will last approximately 1.5 hours.  






IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should offer Tuesday 15th and 29th October as the two dates.

c)
Fireworks issue.  The Clerk reported on an email from a resident of Church Street regarding the Fireworks being let off in the town on the evening of the 4th August.  This item was addressed by Cllr Lloyd and County Cllr Dennis who were included in the email.

d)
Casual Vacancy.   The Clerk stated that she has received the names of two people who are interested in becoming a Town Councillor.  The closing date for the ability to call for an election was the 30th August and the Clerk is waiting to hear the outcome from the Elections Office.  The Clerk asked that if no election has been called for, could she have permission to advertise this Vacancy in the Narberth & Whitland Observer.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should place this advertisement if and when necessary.

e)
Eluned Morgan.  The Clerk had received a newsletter for the Mid and West Wales region.

f)
St Andrews Churchyard.  The Clerk reported on two emails she had received from FONCY, the first reporting that the pond area has been weeded; the west path and the east gate have been cleared and many shrubs removed from memorials; the second congratulating the efforts made by the Contractor at the Churchyard and stating that it looks 100% better.  The email went on to state what remains to be done and also the voluntary work put in by FONCY.  FONCY are to have an autumn work party in late October to prune back the flowering cherry trees and clear them of brambles.
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should thank FONCY for their work.

g)
Reporter.  The Clerk stated that a reporter named Jack from the Tenby Observer will be attending Council meetings from next month.
h)
Shopping.  The Clerk had received a request for images for shopping in Narberth to be included in the Welsh Government’s shopping page.  The Clerk had forwarded this request on to the Chairman of the Chamber of Trade.

i)
Recorded message.  The Clerk stated that on her return from annual leave she picked up a recorded message regarding the pay machine not working in the Car Park.  County Cllr Morse stated that only one machine was not working and that a sign had been erected.

j)
Council meetings.  The Clerk stated that she had received a message from a resident of Redstone Road enquiring about attending a Council meeting.  Although the Clerk had returned this call, as the lady was out the Clerk left a message.  

k)
Town Hall Clock.  The Clerk stated that the Clock had stopped again whilst she was away and that the Mayor had reported it to Smith of Derby.  An engineer is due to call on Thursday 4th September.
l)
Street Clean boards.  The Clerk reported on the Street Clean Boards and the fact that someone needed to manage the litter-pick sticks and the plastic bags.  Cllr Walters took this information.

m)
Christmas Lights.  The Clerk asked for permission to put an advertisement in the Observer to see if any contractor is interested in applying for the Christmas Light tender.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should do this.

n)
Ivy Bush.  The Clerk had received copies of four letters which had been sent to the County Council objecting to the Ivy Bush having an alcohol licence for the garden opposite.  Cllr Rees declared an interest then informed Council that the garden in question was in fact her land and had nothing to do with the Ivy Bush.  
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform the Licensing Department that whilst the Town Council would themselves object to this License, the garden in question does not belong to the Ivy Bush but to Cllr Rees.

o)
EDF Energy.  The Clerk had received a reminder and a final reminder from EDF in relation to the Invoices which were sorted out in September 2018.  The Clerk will telephone EDF to sort this out.
p)
Library Insurance.  The Clerk had received a letter from the Treasurer of FoNL requesting reimbursement for the annual insurance premium.
q)
Uneven paving slabs.  The Clerk had received a letter from a visitor to Narberth who had a nasty fall at the bottom of the High Street.  The Clerk had reported this to the County Council and informed the visitor of her action.
r)
Flowers.  The Clerk had received an invoice and a receipt for payment from the County Council for this year’s flowers for Narberth Town.  

s)
Information.  The Clerk had received a request for a Narberth Shopping Guide and a Pembrokeshire Bus map which she will send off.

t)
Eibe.  The Clerk had received a brochure of Playground Essentials.
u)
NHS.  The Clerk had received a brochure on ‘A Healthier Mid and West Wales’.
v)
Donations.  The Clerk had received the Annual Accounts from the Cricket Club and the Football Club and has released their Youth donation cheques.

w)
Funding Toilets.  The Clerk reported on the email from County Cllr Dennis regarding the local toilet strategy action plan and had forwarded this email on to Councillors.

x)
Police and Crime Commissioner.  The Clerk had received a copy of the Annual Report for 2018-19 and Community Links.

y)
Electoral Arrangements for Pembrokeshire.  The Clerk had received a copy of the Commission’s Final Recommendations for the electoral arrangements for Pembrokeshire.   
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z)
Creative Play.  The Clerk had received a copy of their latest brochure. 

67/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)
a)
19/0527/PA  Crunns Farm, Coxhill – Change of use from existing barn to holiday accommodation – No Objection.

Planning permission was Conditionally Approved to:
a)
19/0028/PA  16 Coxhill – Proposed alterations and extensions to form garden room and car port.

b)
19/0287/PA  Plas y Dderwen, Crinow – Landscaping works including re-grading of land and erection of a building to accommodate a biomass boiler, installation of solar panels (partly in retrospect).
68/19
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Road Closures.  Cllr Rogers voiced her opinion in relation to the amount of road closures lately in Narberth especially as two are on consecutive Sundays and may affect Sunday shopping in Narberth. 

b)
Ironman.  Members discussed this event and the fact that a lot of space is created for the cyclists on the day – is this overkill?  

c)
Kerbside Recycling.  Cllr Rogers asked if there was any chance the Town Council could be given a demonstration in relation to the new recycling rules in order that they can help local people.

d)
Back Lane.  Cllr Barnes referred to the rubbish being left in Back Lane and the fact that if anything is placed in the wrong coloured bag, it is left as the refuge men will not take it away.  Members discussed that food is also being left out in the Lane and were informed that syringes have also been seen there.  County Cllr Dennis will speak to the Public Protection Department about this.  Cllr Rees declared an interest as she owns land in Back Lane.

e)
Visibility.  Cllr Walters highlighted the problems faced whilst pulling out of the Narberth Bridge Industrial Estate and was informed that the County Council are doing a safety study there and agreed that branches need to be cut back or better still, part of the hedge needs to be removed.  Cllr Rogers declared an interest as she lives nearby.  
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f)
Crime.  Cllr Walters asked if PCSO Dave Henry could be asked to attend prior to the October meeting to bring Council up to date with the local crime statistics.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact PCSO Henry with this request.

69/19
MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  (Agenda item 9)
Civic Week.  Cllr Walters stated that the Civic Week and Carnival went very well and thanked everyone who helped.
70/19
MEMORIAL BENCH:  (Agenda item 10)

Cllr Walters has received a revised quote from David Ogilvie stating that the price for the Bench increased on the 1st April to £940.50 excluding VAT.  Cllr Walters stated that unfortunately, the company would not be able to provide installation but would advise that a local contractor be best to complete this and attached a picture of the bolt down kit along with brief installation instructions for assistance.  Cllr Walters added that he knows someone who would be capable of installing this bench.  The Clerk raised her concerns with the unloading of this item as it is brought in on an articulated lorry given that it is on Market Square.  Council felt that this would not be an issue and,



IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Walters should go ahead and sort out the purchase and the installation of the bench.  
Cllr Rees and Cllr Rogers declared an interest in this item as they are members of the British Legion.

Cllr Rees asked if the bench that was being replaced could be repaired and if so installed on the new pathway at Bloomfield.  Cllr Walters declared an interest as it is his uncle and stated that he will ask a Carpenter if this bench could be repaired.
71/19
MEMBERS ALLOWANCE:  (Agenda item 11)

The Clerk handed out to Councillors the claim forms for the 2019-20 members allowance for them to complete and return to her.
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72/19
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT:  (Agenda item 12)

The Clerk asked if Council wished for a second cut of the Footpaths and Common Land in October and, 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should arrange for this to be done, but as the footpath to Carding Mill Lane is being closed by the County Council on the 9th September, the Clerk was to asked the Contractor to cut this piece once the lane has re-opened.

The Clerk also asked if Council wished to have the bank above the Church wall to have its annual cut at the same charge as last year.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should arrange for this to be done.  

The Clerk also stated that more cuts than tendered for are required for the Castle and the Church due to the weather and,



IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Contractor should be asked to carry out a further two cuts at both locations in September. 

73/19
RECEIVE AND CONSIDER AUDIT CERTIFICATE AND OPINION AND APPROVE ANNUAL RETURN:  (Agenda item 13)
The Clerk informed Council that on the basis of the External auditor’s review, in their opinion, the information contained in Narberth Town Council’s Annual Return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  

However, during their review the Auditors did identify a matter that they wished to draw to the Council’s attention which was Box 4 on the Annual Governance Statement (Part 1) was not ticked yes for the 2018/19 return but from communication and evidence from the Clerk the Auditors have confirmed the audit notice was displayed in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014.   The Clerk explained to Council that as the Audit Notice had not been put up at the time the Council approved the Annual Governance Statement, she wrote a note on this page stating Council will ensure this was done and that the Clerk was to provide them with proof of this.  The Clerk sent the Auditors the relevant Minute to correspond with both the Approval of the Accounting Statements and the confirmation at the next Council meeting that the 
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Notice had been displayed. 
Members thanked the Clerk for the work she carried out in respect of the Audit.  
The Clerk stated that she will display the Conclusion of Audit on the Council’s two notice boards and on the web page. A copy of the Annual Return is also on the Town Council’s web page.

74/19
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 14)

Income received:

a)
Nat West Interest – June -


£         3.50

b)
Nat West Interest – July -


£         4.12      

c)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit – August -    
£     457.68
d)
PCC 2nd Instalment of Precept - 
£20,000.00

e)
Jelly Egg – Direct Debit – September -
£     457.68

74.1

Payments made in August:

a)
Donna Lewis for FONL Insurance  -




£     150.96
b)
PCC - Flowers - 







£     273.81
c)
Chris Viggars – 3 x Castle  - Plus extra brambles - 


£     400.00    
d)
Chris Viggars – 3 X Church -





£     405.00 
e)
Chris Viggars extra work at Church - 




£     144.00
f)
Civic Luncheon -







£  2,112.00 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that these payments were in order.  
74.2  Payments due:

a)
Chris Viggars – 3 x Church - 





£     405.00
b)
Chris Viggars – 3 x Castle - 





£     240.00








9 of 11



Signed ……………………….
c)
DCWW Library – 







£       52.61
d)
DCWW – Castle - Credit note -




        -
£     236.09 






IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED to make these payments.  Propose by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.
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