CYNGOR CYMUNED MATHRI
   MATHRY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
                                    Minutes of Meeting held on

                                    TUESDAY 15th APRIL, 2014.
Present:  Cllrs: Jill Morgan (Chairperson), A Price, L Richards, W Jenkins, G Thomas, R Lamb
Apologies: C Cllr. D Rees
In attendance:  C Cllr. J Adams, Vanessa Walker - Clerk 
1. Attendance at meeting by C Cllr. Jamie Adams, Leader of Pembs County Council.  
The Community Council had written to C Cllr. Adams about the high level of senior officer salaries and he had offered to come and discuss its concerns.  A copy of a letter written by Solva Community Council on the same topic, amongst others, had been circulated to the Mathry Councillors.

The main items discussed were:
1. Increase in Council Tax
      Cllr. Adams explained that more council tax was being required this year due to the WG changing its   

      priorities and cutting back on local government funding;  around 4.5% - a shortfall of £12M.  About 
      82% of PCC funding comes from the WG and 18% comes from the council tax.  1% increase in     

      council tax yields £300,000.   An increase of 3% was necessary to keep a balanced budget.
2. Chief Executive’s Salary
Cllr. Adams explained that the Chief Executive is not elected and that Pembrokeshire has to compete in the market place for its senior officers.  The County Council’s flat structure means that there are no tiers of senior management as in other County Councils.   Councillors felt that the Chief Exec had not done a good job over the last few years.  C Cllr. Adams felt that Pembs County Council offers value for money.  
3. Change in Refuse Collection

Councillors discussed the change of refuse collection which has actually saved £600,000 plus, complained about the flimsy bags that rip, and questioned the closure of the public toilet in Mathry.  
4. Public Toilet Site

Cllr. Adams offered to find out the situation from the Property Dept. with regard to Mathry CC taking over the public toilet site.

5. Planning Application Responses

With regard to the Community Council responding to planning applications and feeling ignored, Cllr. Adams explained that planning procedures are much more stringent and offered to look into any applications that the Community Council felt dissatisfied, specifically the Castlemorris Animal Sanctuary.
6. Police Commissioner
Cllr. Adams explained that the Police Commissioner has got to grips with the budgets.  His salary is raised through the Council Tax.  Prior to the PC, the Police ran the budget as well as delivering the service.
2. Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.   Proposed by Cllr. L Richards, seconded by Cllr. R Lamb.

3. Matters Arising 
· Castlemorris Animal Sanctuary – the Clerk has obtained the PCC Complaints Procedure which turned out to be for individuals only.   Cllr. Adams recommended a letter to the Cabinet Member for Planning or to the Leader of the County Council.  
· Text for new website – Cllr. Jill Morgan is still working on the text.
· The trees at Trefelyn have been taken down by Pembs County Council.
4. FINANCE 
     Account information:  balance of the current a/c as at 31st March, 2014 - £925.21



 Payments requested: none
5. PLANNING 
PCC
       Cllr. A Price declared an interest and left the room.

       13/1014/PA:  land south of Castle Cenlas, Mathry – erection of a 50KW wind turbine (24m to hub height, 
       34m to blade tip).  Councillors voted on objecting to the application:   two for and two against, the 
       Chairperson gave the casting vote so that there were three against.  The Clerk was asked to cite the 
       same reasons as for the previous application.
6.  COMMUNITY HALL
7. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Abercastle Boat Owners Association/CIC – letter asking for support for the application of a lease from PCNPA to use and manage Abercastle harbour received.  Cllr. A Price expressed a personal interest.
It was proposed by Cllr. R Lamb and seconded by Cllr. L Richards that the Clerk send in a letter of support.
b) Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service – Annual Improvement Plan 2014/15 – link received.  Passed to Cllr. A Price. 
c) North Pembs Transport Forum – Annual Report 2013/14 received. Passed to Cllr. Jill Morgan.
d) WG – Local Government Byelaws (Wales) Act 2012 – Implementation received.  The Clerk was asked to send the link to Cllr. A Price.
e) Pembrokeshire Community Growing Network Event – invitation to free event on the 7th June, 9.45-4.00 at Plas Dwbl Farm College, Mynachlogddu received.
f) Karen Morris – Governor of Ysgol Dewi Sant:  final proposals from the Governing Body of YSgol Dewi Sant for consultation received.  Two amended options had been put forward.  The Community Council recommended the new options and the Clerk would inform Pembs County Council.

8. WEBSITE TRAINING
The Clerk had attended the website training organised by Pembs County Council.   Cllr. Jill Morgan signed the Web Hosting Agreement for return to the County Council.


9. Community Forum
Meeting held last week, litter pick will take place soon in Mathry, and later in Abercastle.
10. Broadband Provision

Cllr. Jill Morgan had information on possible broadband provision which might include free wifi for the Community Hall.  Cllr. Gerald Thomas also had information on an alternative scheme.  All the councillors agreed that if possible the Community Hall should be the receiver.
11.  Dog Fouling

The Clerk was asked to get some dog fouling signs for the village.
     Signed ………………………………………………….

      Date  …………………………………. 
