NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 4th June 2019.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
C Walters, S Rees, D Harding, L Lloyd, G Meredydd, 


D Norcross, E Rogers, County Cllr Morse and County Cllr Dennis.  
Prior to tonight’s meeting, Mr Chis Atherton and Reverend Martin Cox gave a presentation on St Andrew’s Church restoration project and asked the Council for a letter of support for the Church’s Grant applications.
21/19
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllrs R Barnes, M Platt, R Platt, D Rigby and 

L Tucker-Jones.
22/19
 DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Nothing known at this stage.
23/19
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 7th May 2019 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.

24/19
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Town Hall Clock.  The Clerk informed Council that although the work had been awarded to an electrician, he was unwilling to carry out a risk assessment and as such was unsuitable for the job.  
b)
Churchyard.  The Clerk had received an email from FONCY asking for clarification on the rule for cutting inside graves.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should state that the comments have been noted by the Council and suggest that for further information on the Church ruling, it would be best if she contacts the Church Warden.
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Signed …………………
c)
Narberth Castle.  The Clerk stated that Susie Adams from the County Council could attend a Council working group meeting on Tuesday 18th June to discuss the Castle. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should set up this meeting for 7 p.m.  The Mayor asked for all Councillors who are available to attend.

25/19
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

Report from County Cllr Dennis:  
a)
Minutes.  County Cllr Dennis stated that item 9c/19 in last month’s Minutes he  should have said Standards Committee not Planning Standards Committee.
b)
Un-adopted roads.  County Cllr Dennis thanked the Clerk for forwarding him a copy of Simon Hart MP’s letter which he is happy to keep dealing with.  

c)
Climate Emergency.  County Cllr Dennis stated that at a full Council meeting on the 9th May, the County Council declared a notice of climate emergency and will be working through this.  
d)
Planning Committee.  County Cllr Dennis stated that he is now a member of this Committee.

e)
Leader of the Council.  David Simpson has been elected the Leader for another two years and Simon Hancock is the Chairman.

Report from County Cllr Morse:  
a)
Redstone Road.   County Cllr Morse stated that he is still looking into the problems with speeding at this location.  He has had little response from Go-Safe in the past and is trying to be taken seriously, especially in response to the two near misses on this highway.     
26/19
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a) 
Disability Wales.  The Clerk had received a renewal membership letter which, 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would renew at a fee of £40.
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Signed ………………….
b)
Town Hall Clock.  The Clerk explained in detail the site visit provided by Havenkey and the identification of an electric socket near the clock face.  The electrician stated that if Smith of Derby placed a plug on the electric mechanism, there would be no need to carry out any work.  The Clerk asked Smith of Derby if this was possible.  Their reply mentioned a supply coming directly off a distribution board which the electrician stated could amount to a lot more work and the cost could rise from £140 plus VAT to around £800 plus VAT.  The Clerk spoke to Smith of Derby to check whether the supply had to come directly off a distribution board and was informed that as long as the switched fused spur point could not be turned off anywhere else and was always a live feed it would be alright.  The Clerk informed Havenkey of this and they stated that they could undertake the work, if Council wishes next Tuesday.





IT WAS RESOLVED on a proposal by Cllr Rees, which was seconded by Cllr Norcross and agreed by full Council to instruct Havenkey to carry out the work.  Cllr Rogers declared an interest as the business is owned by family members.
c)
Narberth AFC.  The Clerk had received an email from a Narberth AFC junior coach asking for a timescale on the application for a sports pitch at Jesse Road.  The Clerk had informed him that the planning application has been conditionally approved and suggested that he contact the Junior Secretary of Narberth AFC for the timescale on when it will be ready to use.  
d)
Notice Board.  The Clerk stated the urgency of repairing the Notice Board with a new hinge and possibly replacing this with a metal cabinet due to the wood always swelling in the wet weather.  Councillor Walters will ask Maxwell Walters to undertake this work. 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will look into purchasing new notice boards which will cost around £150 - £200 each.  Money will be vired from the Reserves for this purchase.

e)
Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant.  The Clerk had emailed Councillors the information on who was awarded grants and stated that further information can be found on the County Council’s website on the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant page. 

f)
Public toilets.  The Clerk had received a complaint regarding the lack of soap, hot water, hand-drying facilities and the cleanliness of the Public toilets and had passed this on to Danfo.  
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Signed …………………….
g)
Road Closures.  The Clerk had forwarded Councillors an email regarding the road closures for Civic Week.  Cllrs Walters, Rees, Rigby, Meredydd and the Clerk declared an interest as they are on the Civic Week Committee.
h)
Local Council Administration.  The Clerk asked for permission to purchase the 11th Edition of this book from the SLCC.  The Clerk currently has the 7th Edition and a lot of new policies have been brought in since then.  The Clerk stated that this book costs £103 plus postage and VAT.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should purchase this book.  Money is to be vired from the Contingency Fund to cover the cost.

i)
WASPI.  The Clerk had received a letter from a Narberth resident asking for the Town Council’s assistance with a letter in respect of WASPI.  Following discussion,




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should forward the ladies letter to Simon Hart MP for him to take to the Government.   
 j)
Resignation.  The Clerk had received an email from Cllr Tucker-Jones giving her resignation from the Town Council due to ill-health.  Members agreed that Cllr Tucker-Jones was a good Councillor and will be missed.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will notify the Election Office of this vacancy.

k)
Introduction to Planning Enforcement.  The Clerk stated that both she and Cllr Rees had attended this training and found it to be very useful.  Council discussed the s215 right of appeal in Wales in relation to roads being left in an unsightly condition.  County Cllr Dennis will look into this.  
l)
Port of Milford Haven.  The Clerk had received the Annual Report and Financial Statements.  
m)
Play for Wales.  The Clerk had received the latest Play for Wales’s brochure.
27/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

a)
19/0133/PA  Sodston Manor Farm, Sodston – Conversion of outbuilding into dwelling – No Objection.
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Signed ……………………
27.1
Planning permission was Conditionally Approved to:
a)
18/1149/PA  Part of os field 7400, A478 Kiln Park Road – Proposed sports pitches and ancillary car parking hardstanding.

The Clerk stated that she had received notification that this application was to be heard by the Planning and Public Rights of Way Committee on Tuesday 21st May 2019 which was prior to it being Conditionally Approved.

b)
Cllr Walters asked County Cllr Morse to find out from the County Council what has happened to the use of the temporary buildings at Castle School.

28/19
SWIM NARBERTH:  (Agenda item 8)

Cllr Rees informed the Council that unfortunately the accounts are not ready to be published yet.  Cllr Rees is to let the Clerk know when they are ready so that the Clerk can make this an Agenda item for a future meeting.
29/19
  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  (Agenda item 9)
a)
Un-adopted roads.  Cllr Rees had attended the Chamber of Trade meeting and stated that the Chamber are concerned with the state of the un-adopted roads in the town and are writing to the County Council about it.

b)
TIC.  The Chamber is asking for the TIC to be refreshed and updated.  Following discussion, 




IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Rees would go back to the Chamber stating that the County Council lease this area from the Town Council and that they maintain the information boards.
c)
Christmas Lights.  Cllr Rees stated that the Chamber are not looking to pay for the Christmas Lights, but are looking to get a company in to provide the lights and installation.  Cllr Walters stated that he works with a gentleman who carries out ‘pull testing’ on the anchor points and agreed to give the contact details to the Clerk.  
d)
Scouts/Guides/Cadets.  Cllr Walters has attended a meeting to introduce himself.

e)
Future Forum.  Cllr Norcross informed Council that the AGM will be held soon when it is hoped that the plans for the old CP School will be on display.
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Signed ………………….
30/19
SINGNAGE:  (Agenda item 10)
Cllr Harding provided Council with two designs and costings for a ‘Welcome to Narberth’ sign to go on the back of the Town Hall.  



IT WAS RESOLVED to budget for this work in next year’s Precept together with the repainting of the building.  County Cllr Dennis will look into whether or not Planning permission is required for this work.  

31/19
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 11)

Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit -     
£    457.68
b)
Nat West Interest 


£         4.00 
31.1

Payments due:

a)
S Rees (path materials – Library)





£    277.62

b)
Chris Viggars – 3 x Church, 3 x Castle -



£    645.00

c)
Planning Aid Wales – Training SR/CC




£      70.00   

d)
Tenby Observer - 







£       49.44
e)
Chris Viggars – Repair handrail -





£       56.00   
f)
Chris Viggars – Footpath and Common Land -


£     615.00      
g)
Disability Wales - 







£       40.00


 

IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments following a proposal from Cllr Rees which was seconded by Cllr Meredydd and agreed by full Council.  

32/19
FINANCIAL REGULATION POLICY:  (Agenda item 12)

The Clerk had emailed Councillors a copy of this Policy for them to review.  All Councillors were happy with this Policy.
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Signed ……………………
33/19
NOTICE OF ELECTORS RIGHTS:  (Agenda item 13)

Council confirmed that they have seen the Notice up on the two Council Notice -boards since the 26th May 2019 and the Mayor confirmed that he has seen it on the Council’s webpage since the 26th May 2019 and had in fact taken a screen shot of this.  
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Signed …………………

