NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 2nd April 2019.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
E. Rogers, C Walters, R Barnes, D Harding, L Lloyd, G Meredydd, S Rees, D Rigby and County Cllr Dennis. 
177/19
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllrs: D Norcross, M Platt, R Platt, L Tucker-Jones, County Cllr Morse and Miss Chris Harrison.
178/19
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

There were no declarations were made at this time.
179/19
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 5th March 2019 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rees, seconded by Cllr Rigby and agreed by the full Council.

180/19
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Speed activated road sign.  The Clerk stated that the County Council had reversed the speed sign in order that it could be checked and that she had seen it working last Wednesday evening.  Several other Councillors confirmed this.  The Clerk asked Council if they wished to go ahead with the repositioning of this sign to Kiln Park Corner at the County Council’s estimated cost of £935 and,




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask the County Council to carry out this work.  Funds are to be vired from the contingency fund for the necessary work.
b)
Introduction to Planning.  The Clerk stated that unfortunately she was unable to sign up for this training as she had to be at another meeting. 
181/19
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

a)
County Cllr Dennis spoke about the interest in forming a Community Land Trust and stated that he had attended a seminar on it.  Cllr Rees asked if the 
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land had to be purchased or donated and members discussed the Town Moor and the Village Green status.  County Councillor Dennis will ask the Land Trust Manager about this.
b)
Schools and Learning Committee.  County Cllr Dennis had attended this meeting and stated that the take up for free school meals is very low in Narberth.  County Cllr Dennis added that the more, free school dinners that were taken up, the better it is for the School.  County Cllr Dennis also highlighted the fact that there are a lot of self-employed people in the area and that it is always worth applying for the assistance.  Cllr Walters asked if the School could send out letters to inform parents.

c)
County Cllr Morse had telephoned the Clerk to give his apologies and inform her that the only item he had to report was in relation to a resident’s complaint regarding the condition of the highway at Station Road with the new development.  County Cllr Morse had referred the gentleman to Cllr Rees.

182/19
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a) 
Library Wall.  The Clerk had received the final invoice from the neighbour for repairing the joint wall between the Library and his property.  The invoice was for more than originally quoted as the whole wall had collapsed on the resident’s side and on most of the Library’s side.  The amount reflects the extra cost in labour and materials that it took to complete the task.  Following discussion and an inspection of the wall by several Councillors, 




IT WAS RESOLVED to pay the invoice, although it was commented that the Council should have been informed of the extra costs involved once  they had been identified.  The Clerk reminded Council of how much the other quotes were for this work and that this price did reflect the neighbour’s share of the costs.  All members were in favour of this payment.  Whilst the neighbour did offer to remove the rubble from behind the Library, Cllr Rees stated that the Dingle has asked if they can have this.  Members agreed that as long as it is removed within the next two weeks at their cost, then this will be in order.  The Clerk stated that the Dingle must be informed to take care when removing the remaining rubble from the back wall as this is now replaced by a neighbour’s newly built wall.  Cllr Rees will inform the Dingle of this.  
b)
St Andrew’s Churchyard.  The Clerk had received a telephone call from a lady regarding the new Churchyard at St Andrews in relation to the broken zinc shed and the potential danger.  The Clerk gave the lady the Vicar’s telephone number as this Churchyard belongs to the Church.  The Clerk will follow this up with 
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Reverend Cox.
c)
Internal Audit.  The Clerk asked Council if they wished her to approach Mr Williams regarding this year’s Council Internal Audit.  On a proposal by Cllr Rigby which was seconded by Cllr Meredydd and agreed by full Council, the Clerk will approach Mr Williams.  Cllr Rees declared an interest as Mr Williams is her step son-in-law.

d)
HMRC.  The Clerk stated that she has completed and sent the final submission to HMRC and that the P60’s will be printed off after the 5th April 2019.  

e)
AGM.  The Clerk stated that she has booked the Balcony Room at the Queen’s Hall for the May meeting.  There is no cost for this hire.  The Clerk asked the Mayor Elect what time he would like to start the meeting and it was agreed 7 p.m.  The room will be available from 6.45 p.m.

f)
Town Hall Clock.  
The Clerk informed Council that Smith of Derby had asked to come to make the mechanism for the clock electric on the 19th, 20th and 21st April.  The Clerk had contacted the holder of the sub-lease and as they were opening their brand new store on the 17th April, they did not want builders there straight away or over the Easter Holiday period.  The next available dates for Smith of Derby to undertake the work is the 14th, 15th and 16th May which is agreeable with all.  
g)
Dementia Virtual Experience Bus.  The Clerk reminded Council of this free event which is on at Bloomfield on Tuesday 9th April 2019.  The Clerk had forwarded Councillors the email on this and if anyone was interested they needed to book on to one of the slots.

h)
Annual Audit.  The Clerk stated that she has received this year’s pack from Grant Thornton.

i)
Merchant Navy Day.  The Clerk had received correspondence from the Seafarers UK asking for the Town Council to Fly the Red Ensign on the 3rd September.

j)
Allowances.  The Clerk stated that she had attended a branch meeting of the SLCC and had been informed that all Allowances paid in a lump sum had to be taxed via PAYE.  However, if the Mayor is paid via receipts monthly, then this is not a taxable income.  The Clerk stated that it is the same for her payment in relation to using her own telephone for Council business; this is taxable income and has to be paid through PAYE.  Cllr Walters asked for his allowance to be paid through PAYE.
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k)
Notice Board.  The Clerk stated that the Notice Board needed repair as one of the hinges is loose.  Cllrs Rees will ask for this to be looked at.  The Clerk stated that maybe it is time for this to be replaced and if so a metal notice board would be better with all the rain in Narberth as the wooden one keeps swelling with the water and becomes difficult to open.  Cllr Walters will ask Maxwell Waters to have a look. 
l)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received a thank you letter from DCWW for the payment in respect of the Library and information on various ways to pay future bills.
183/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)
a)

18/1299/PA  Kiln Park Farm, Kiln Park Road – Agricultural Building (livestock) – No Objection.  Cllr L Lloyd declared an interest as he lives nearby and Cllr C Walters declared an interest as he owns property nearby.
183.1
Conditionally Approved:

a)
18/1097/DC  Cilrath Fach Farm, A40 Penblewin Roundabout to Redstone Cross – Discharge of condition 3 and 4 of planning permission 18/0610/LB.
b)
18/0969/PA  Herons Brook Golf and Fishing Retreat, Herons Brook – Proposed 10 new holiday lodges.

183.2
Appeal decision:

a)
18/0434/PA  1 Market Square – 


(1)  Appeal dismissed insofar as it relates to the alterations to the shop front.


(2)  The appeal is allowed insofar as it relates to the construction of the mezzanine floor and change of use from A2 toA1 and planning permission is granted subject to the outline conditions. 


County Cllr Dennis informed Council that the Chamber of Trade were not happy about the Town Council’s objection to the shop front being replaced.

184/19 NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Persimmon Homes.  Councillors discussed the Traffic Management issues on Station Road as traffic is being stopped from moving in both directions at the same time.  Many complaints have been received regarding the state of the road, being covered in mud which is up to an inch in depth in some places which is 
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then splashing everywhere.  Whilst topsoil is being removed from site, rocks are falling off the trailers causing possible danger if hitting another vehicle or pedestrians. County Cllr Dennis stated that the County Council’s Planning Enforcement Department are looking at the complaints regarding the Site and that Highways are looking at the lights.  County Cllr Dennis agreed to give Cllr Rogers the Construction Manager in Swansea’s details in order that she can talk to him about all the problems.  Cllr Rigby declared an interest as she owns a property next to the site.
b)
Barclays Bank.  Cllr Rogers and Cllr Rigby are attending a meeting with the Bank tomorrow to discuss the closing of the Narberth branch.
c)
Undercroft.  Cllr Rogers stated that she had been informed that a part had come off the plaque on the Town Hall wall and agreed to look into this.  The Clerk was asked to check the Undercroft was ok inside following the Pressure Washing being carried out by the new tenant.
d)
Garfield Gardens.  Cllr Rees informed Council that 6 months ago she passed on a residents query over landownership to the County Council and problems with fly-tipping.  Whilst the County Council Officer had been out on site, they had not contacted the gentleman who raised the issue to let him know the outcome.  County Cllr Dennis agreed to look into this.

e)
Pollution.  Cllr Meredydd referred to the surveys being carried out in Narberth in relation to Pollution and asked if there is any mechanism that can be used to measure the Pollution caused by traffic sitting in queues around the town.  County Cllr Dennis agreed to look at what capabilities the County Council has to do so.

f)
Undercroft.  Cllr Harding stated that she knew a gentleman who is a conservationist and is interested in looking at the problems with water ingress at the Undercroft.    Cllr Harding will arrange an appointment and will let the Clerk know.  

g)
Manhole cover.  Cllr Rogers stated that there is a loose manhole cover outside Cost Cutters which belongs to Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk will report this.

h)
Streetlights.  Cllr Walters informed Council that he had identified 9 streetlights which were not working in Narberth and had reported these via the ‘My account’ with the County Council.
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i)
TIP.  Cllr Walters stated that the lights are not working inside the Tourist Information part of the Undercroft.  





IT WAS RESOLVED to ask Jason if he could have a look at this to identify the problem.

j)
Croft Villas.  Cllr Walters highlighted the state of the road and pavement at Croft Villas and, 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will ask the County Council to inspect this.

k)
Enforcement Officers.  Notice has been served on a developer in Narberth to ‘clear up’ at the top of a housing estate by the 18th April or further action will be taken.  Cllr Walters expressed his concerns in relation to roads and pavements being left un-adopted and the safety issues with electricity boxes being smashed in.  Cllr Walters asked if a letter could be sent to the local MP and AM to ask them to try to get Powers to get the Law changed on developers.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would send these letters. 
l)
Angel Hotel.  Cllr Rees mentioned the dangerous greenery growing out of the chimney at the Angel and was informed by County Cllr Dennis that the CEO of Brains had stated that work will take place to make the building safe as soon as possible.  Cllr Barnes added that she removed a large number of empty vodka bottles from behind the Angel during an organised litter pick at the weekend.  

m)
New Housing estates.  Members discussed the rumours of a new housing estate going up in Coxhill but nothing has been confirmed.

n)
Press.  The Clerk was asked to invite the Press to attend the Mayor making meeting on the 7th May 2019.      
185/19   COUNCIL LINK OFFICERS:   (Agenda item 9)
a)
In the absence of the Link Officers, County Cllr Dennis informed Council that the Partners Overview Scrutiny Committee will be recommending that the role of Town and Community Council Link Officers comes to an end.  Other ways of building links between County, Town and Community Councils will be considered.  
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186/19   PROTOCOL:  (Agenda item 10)
Members considered the draft Protocol document and voiced their opinions.  Cllr Rees will make amendments to the document as agreed by Council.  Cllr Walters stated that it is a working document which will be reviewed every once and a while.  All members agreed with this.

187/19
  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  (Agenda item 11)
Planning Aid Wales.  Cllr Walters stated that he had attended this training and thought that it was very intermediate and very off-putting!  However, he was interested to know what we can object to and about the protected status.
188/19
  ELECT MAYOR DESIGNATE FOR 2019/20:  (Agenda item 12a)

Cllr Rogers proposed that Cllr Walters be Mayor Designate for 2019/20 and 

Cllr Rees seconded this proposal.  All members were in favour of this.

189/19
   ELECT DEPUTY MAYOR DESIGNATE FOR 2019/20: (Agenda item 12b)
Cllr Rogers proposed Cllr Rees be Deputy Mayor Designate for 2019/20 and Cllr Rigby seconded this proposal.  All members were in favour of this.             
190/19

FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 13)
190.1 
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit -     
£   457.68
b)
Nat West Interest -

£       3.50
190.2
Payments made since last meeting:
a)
Zurich Municipal Insurance - 
£2,160.05


190.3
Payments due:
a)
Stamps 300 x 1st class - 
£  201.00


b)
Clerk’s Contract -
£  416.10
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c)
Travel to/from Carmarthen/car parking for SLCC meeting - 
£    22.10 


d)
HMRC - 

£521.70

e)
Planning Aid Wales training - 
£   35.00




f)
PCC Rates Library - 
£499.70
g)
PCC Rates St Andrews Churchyard -
£189.36

h)
Matthew Lloyd, Library Wall -
£750.00

i)
Smith of Derby - 
£520.00

j)
Smith of Derby VAT on invoice above - 
£104.00





IT WAS RESOLVED that these payments should be made.  Proposed by Cllr Walters, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by full Council.










8 of 9




Signed ……………….


