NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 5th March 2019.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
E. Rogers, C Walters, R Barnes, L Lloyd, G Meredydd, 



M Platt, S Rees, D Rigby and Mrs Chris Harrison. 
162/19
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllrs: D Norcross, D Harding, R Platt, L Tucker-Jones, County Cllr V Dennis and Ms Nichola Jones.
163/19
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Cllr Rees declared an interest in planning application 168/19 (d) as she lives nearby and Cllr Platt declared an interest in planning application 168/19(c) as he lives nearby.
164/19
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 5th February 2019 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rees, seconded by Cllr Barnes and agreed by the full Council.

165/19
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Speed activated road sign.  The Clerk stated that both she and the Mayor had met with Mel Stevens to discuss the possibility of relocating the sign in Jesse Road.  An estimated cost for this is £935.  The County Council has tested the power supply and confirm that it is currently live but are unable to test if it is currently functioning correctly.  The Clerk stated that it looks like a brown caravan sign on the lamppost may be blocking the sensor and also, as the sign is located close to the speed-humps outside the CP School; it is unlikely that vehicles have accelerated to a speed in excess of 30mph by this point.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would ask if the sign could be turned around to face the opposite way just long enough to test whether or not it is working correctly.

b)
Persimmon Homes.  The Clerk reported on the reply she had received from the County Council in relation to the second phase of the Persimmon Homes development.  Cllr Rigby declared an interest in this item as she lives nearby.
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166/19
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

a)
County Cllr Dennis had asked the Clerk to report that Pembrokeshire County Council has informed him that the Enhancing Pembrokeshire grant in relation to the second homes tax is still available as nobody has drawn on the £7,315 which is allocated to Narberth.
167/19
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a) 
One Voice Wales.  Membership fees are due for One Voice Wales and the cost is £436.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would renew their membership.

b)
Long Course Weekend.  The Clerk had received notification that there will be road closures in place for this year’s Long Course Weekend.  The Clerk passed around the map of the route and access overview.

c)
Nestor Square.  The Clerk reported on a letter and a telephone call she had received from a concerned resident living in Nestor Square regarding off street parking.  



IT WAS RESOLVED to inform the resident that as the issue is out of the Town Council’s remit, the concern should be raised with the County Council.

d)
Narberth in Bloom.  The Clerk had received a thank you letter for the Town Council’s donation for 2018/19.

e)
Angela Burns AM.  The Clerk had received a poster listing the AM’s constituency surgeries.  
f)
Council Tax Base.  The Clerk had received confirmation of the receipt for the 2019/20 Precepts requirement from the County Council.

g)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received a credit note for £249.58 in respect of the Castle.

h)
British Weights & Measures Association.  The Clerk reported on a letter she had received regarding the Pedestrian distance signs – units of measurement.
i)
PAVS.  The Clerk had received an advanced notice of the direct debit collection for the 2019 membership fees which is £30.
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j)
Introduction to Planning.  The Clerk had emailed members notification of the course to be run at the Picton Centre on March 27th.   The cost of the course is £35 each.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk and Cllr Walters will attend.
k)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received an invoice in respect of the Library for £58.99.
l)
Bushes Lane.  The Clerk had received an email regarding the lack of lighting along Bushes Lane.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should reply that the Town Council has been trying to obtain lighting at this footpath for some time now and will refer the problem to the County Council.  

m)
Housing Estate.  The Clerk had received an email from a resident of Jesse Road complaining that the residents of the new housing estate are constantly putting their rubbish out on the wrong week and leaving it there.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will pass this on to the County Council to resolve.

n)
Electric Vehicle Charge Points.  The Clerk had received an email from the County Council stating that 4 EV charge points will be installed in Narberth Car Park.  It is hoped that these will be up and running by April.  
o)
Horse Chestnut Tree.  The Clerk stated that she had emailed members a notice about the potential removal of the Horse Chestnut tree from St James Street.  An arborist is currently assessing the tree and if deemed necessary, the tree will have to be felled.  A suggestion to replace the tree will be made, although there is no obligation for this to be done.   
168/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)
a)

18/1180/PA  Hill Crest, Coxhill – Proposed porch and conversion of garage to study, workroom – No Objection.

b)
18/1229/PA  1 Blackmoor Hill A40 Penblewin Roundabout to Redstone Cross –      Conversion of existing garage into an ancillary accommodation - No Objection.

c)
18/1250/PA  New Lodge, Northfield Road – Proposed detached Garage - No Objection.
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d)
18/1149/PA  Part os field No. 7400, A478 Kiln Park – Proposed Sports pitches and ancillary Car Parking hardstanding – Whilst no Objection to the planning application – Council are concerned about the location of the entrance and suggested a mini roundabout be located at Kiln Park Corner and the entrance to be widened to accommodate the possibility of coaches entering the Sports Pitches.
e)
18/1259/TF  9 Bloomfield Gardens – Tree Surgery – No Objections.
168.1
Conditionally Approved:

a)
18/1016/PA  Jesse Cottage, Jesse Road – Change of use from dwelling (C3) to Beauty Salon (Sui Generis) (in retrospect).
169/19 NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Pavements.  Cllr Platt asked if there was any news regarding repairing the pavement along Redstone Road.  The Clerk will check with County Cllr Morse.
b)
Streetlights.  Cllr Rigby stated that the streetlights are still not working at Station Road.  The Clerk will report this again.

c)
Bushes Lane.  Cllr Rees informed Council that Bushes Lane is disgusting with bags full of dog faeces being discarded everywhere and even blocking storm-drains.  There is litter in the hedges, food boxes and carrier bags.  Cllr Rees asked if the County Council could be asked as to what days this Lane is supposed to be cleaned.  Cllr Rogers stated that there is also rubbish being left on the pathway from Jesse Road to Station Road.   





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact the County Council.

d)
Deputy Mayor.  Cllr Rogers reminded Council that nominations will be called   for at the next meeting for a Deputy Mayor designate.
170/19   COUNCIL LINK OFFICERS:   (Agenda item 9)
a)
Miss Harrison informed Council that Social Services have been successful with their bid for micro and social enterprise with PAVS, PLANED and the Community Catalyst.  This is a two year programme which started in February and will support the development of micro enterprises for people with Care in the Community.  Swansea University are assisting with a project to look at 
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Respite Care for Carers and what do people want in the future to help with Caring.  The future of Day Opportunities is also being considered and a series of engagement events held to inform a future model.  Anyone wishing to be involved should contact Miss Harrison.
b)
Miss Harrison stated that she would forward the link for the Welsh Government Transport Consultation on to the Clerk to send on to Councillors.

171/19   SECOND HOMES GRANT:  (Agenda item 10)
The Clerk reported on Cllr Harding’s idea of applying for the Grant in order to pay for the installation of an electric motor on the Town Hall Clock.   Members discussed this and agreed that the money could not be justified for this use as it does not meet the necessary Grant criteria.  
Cllr Rees stated that a package needs to be put forward for the draining of the Town Moor and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Cllr Norcross and ask him to email  Cllr Rogers as she has been unable to get a reply from him.  Cllr Rogers is to find out exactly what Cllr Norcross has been quoted for when he met the contractors on site.  

172/19
  GRANT FUNDING:  (Agenda item 11)
Members discussed the email from the Welsh Government asking for confirmation that the Council is a key partner with the Queen’s Hall in their application for a Grant.  The Government also wished to know how the Council worked with the Hall.  Members discussed this and the implications of being a key partner and, 


IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should reply that whilst the Town Council are happy to support the Queen’s Hall with their grant application, they are not a ‘Key Partner’.  The Town Council use the Queen’s Hall for occasional meetings and civic luncheons and give an annual donation of £500 towards the funding of the Queen’s Hall.
173/19
   FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 2019/29:  (Agenda item 12)

Council considered the applications that were in addition to the organisations that had 

been precepted for and following discussion,




IT WAS RESOLVED to make the following donations and to retain the balance from the miscellaneous budget heading as a provision for the forthcoming year.  The Clerk had reminded Council that they usually support 
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Newspaper week with the Narberth & Whitland Observer which costs £40 and also 
give a small donation to the Royal British Legion to make the cheque up to £25 with the cost of the wreath.

	
	
	Amount donated

Last year

Col 1
	Donation for

2019-20

Col 2
	Suggested Budget

Head

	1
	Queen’s Hall

S.145 LGA ‘72


	£500.00
	£500.00
	Specific



	2
	Narberth & District Comm. & Sports Ass.

S.145 LGA, S.19, ‘76

	£1,00.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific



	3
	Narberth Museum

S.145 (1) (d) LGA ‘72


	£750.00
	£750.00
	Specific

	4
	Narberth in Bloom

S.144 OG LGA ‘72


	£300.00
	£300.00
	Specific

	5
	Narberth Civic Week

S.144 LGA ‘72


	£200.00
	£250.00


	Specific

	6
	Narberth Winter Carnival

S.144 LGA ‘72


	Nil
	Nil
	Specific

	7
	Narberth Cricket Youth

S.19 LGA ’76 


	£250.00
	£250.00
	Specific



	8
	Narberth Football Youth

S.19 LGA ’76


	£250.00
	£250.00


	Specific



	9
	Narberth Rugby Youth

S.19 LGA ‘76
	Nil
	£250.00
	Specific

	10


	Allotments

SS23, 26 and 42 LGA 1908 


	₤100.00
	£100.00
	Specific



	11
	Bus Stop Project

S.19 LGA ‘76


	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	Specific
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	12
	Dyffryn Taf
Community Infrastructure

Levy Reg. 2010.


	₤50.00
	₤50.00
	Specific



	13
	Swim Narberth

Community Infrastructure

Levy Reg. 2010.

	£3,000.00
	£3,000.00
	Specific



	14
	Narberth Scouts & Guides Hall.
S.19 LGA ‘76


	£250.00
	£250.00
	Specific



	15
	Tenovus

Section 137 Expenditure
	Nil


	Nil
	Miscellaneous

	16
	YFC

Section 137 Expenditure

	Nil
	£50.00
	Miscellaneous



	17
	Bobath Cymru

Section 137 Expenditure


	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous

	18
	Sandy Bears

Section 137 Expenditure


	Nil
	£50.00
	Miscellaneous



	19
	Paul Sartori

Section 137 Expenditure


	Nil
	£50.00
	Miscellaneous



	20
	Cruse

Section 137 Expenditure


	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous

	21
	Children’s Air Ambulance

Section 137 Expenditure 
	Nil
	£50.00
	Miscellaneous



	22
	National Eisteddfod

Section 137 Expenditure


	Nil
	Nil
	Miscellaneous


174/19
   MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  
               (Agenda item 13)
a)
Chamber of Trade.  Cllr Walters had attended the meeting and said that the Chamber is very positive with the prospect of working with the Council.  They are happy for the Deputy Mayor to attend their meetings and to work with that 
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person in relation to the Christmas Lights.  The Chamber has already had 

someone in to look at the lights and the costs with carrying out the labour etc.  The Chamber is currently redoing their brochure and their website to digitally promote Narberth as this is an area that let them down in the Great British High 

Street last year.  The Chamber had met with the CEO from Brains Brewery and  he confirmed that Brains will not do anything until their other properties are sold, but he did agree to paint the outside of the Angel before September.
b)
People Awards.  Cllr Rogers stated that both she and Cllr Rigby had attended the Awards evening in Wolfscastle and that it was an enjoyable evening.

c)
Narberth CP School.  Cllr Rees brought members up to date with how the financial restraints are affecting Narberth CP School.  
175/19

FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 14)
175.1 
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit -     
£457.68
b)
Nat West Interest -

£    3.87
175.2
Payments due:
a)
Cllr C Walters (Members Allowance £150 less tax) - 
£120.00


b)
Cllr Ruth Platt (Members Allowance £150 less tax) -
£120.00

c)
Cllr Mike Platt (Members Allowance £150 less tax) - 
£120.00

d)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water – Library - 
£  58.99

e)
One Voice Wales membership - 
£436.00

f)
Mr C Jenkins (Wood stain for bench outside Library) - 
£  25.00






IT WAS RESOLVED that these payments should be made.  Proposed by Cllr Rees, seconded by Cllr Lloyd and agreed by full Council.
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