NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 4th December 2018.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
E. Rogers, C Walters, R Barnes, D Harding, L Lloyd, 



G Meredydd, D Rigby, S Rees, County Cllr V Dennis and County Cllr E Morse. 
120/18
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllr D Norcross, M Platt, R Platt, L Tucker-Jones and Mrs C Harrison.
121/18
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

No declarations were made.
122/18
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 6th and 20th November 2018 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Walters, seconded by Cllr Rigby and agreed by the full Council.

123/18
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Local Press.  The Clerk stated that she had contacted the Observer who informed her that currently Ceris’ role has not been filled.  However, someone has returned to the newspaper in the interim to cover and they will try to attend a Council meeting.  In the meantime, the Clerk can email items that the Town Council wish to be reported in the newspaper across to them.

b)
Library Wall.   The Clerk stated that she has obtained a copy of the Builder’s Insurance cover which is for £1,000,000 and the Clerk showed Council the Risk Assessment that the builder had undertaken.  Members were happy with these documents.   The Clerk stated that unfortunately due to the weather, the work has not been carried out yet, although the builder does hope that he may be able to start this Friday as the forecast is for dry weather.  The Clerk stated that the builder will require an electricity supply and water in order to carry out this work.  The Clerk has informed the builder that the Library cannot be left open and that he will need to telephone her in order that a connection for electricity can be fed through a window whilst he is working there and then removed at the end of his working day.  Cllr Rees offered to help out with the opening and 
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closing of the Library when she can.   
124/18
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

a)
County Cllr Morse reported that there is no requirement on the developer of the new site at Station Approach to provide a footpath to Station Road, just a link between the side of the property known as Lizville.  Cllr Rees stated that there was 106 money earmarked for this link as part of the Safe-routes to School scheme and County Cllr Morse agreed to look into this.

b)
County Cllr Dennis reminded Council that the Local Development Plan and the Candidate sites that have been applied for have been published on-line .  This is at the proposal stage. 
125/18
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a) 
SLCC.  The Clerk had received a renewal notice from the SLCC for membership for 2019.  





IT WAS RESOLVED following a proposal from Cllr Rees which was seconded by Cllr Rogers and agreed on by full Council that the Clerk should renew this membership at a cost of £156.

b)
Play for Wales.  The Clerk had received the latest booklet dated Autumn 2018.

c)
HAGS.  The Clerk had received a pamphlet showing community offers on sports equipment.

d)
Grace Church.  The Clerk had received notice that the Grace Church will be hosting their Traditional Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 9th December to which all the Council are invited.  Cllr Rogers asked if as many Councillors as  possible could attend the Carol Service.
e)
J J Morris.  The Clerk had received an acknowledgement from J J Morris in respect of the cheque payment for the valuation of rental for the Old Town Hall.
f)
Bethesda Chapel.  The Clerk had received a request for a letter of support for Bethesda in their attempt to secure a grant application for their Building Project.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should send a letter of support.

g)
EDF Energy.  The Clerk had received invoices from EDF showing that the Town 
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Council do not owe EDF any money.
h)
Narberth Army Cadet Force.  The Clerk reminded Council that they are invited to attend the detachment at The Bus Stop, Narberth between 1900 and 2100 hours on the 5th December. 

i)
Memorial Furniture.  The Clerk had received the designs and a price list from David Ogilvie in relation to the commemorative benches.





IT WAS RESOLVED that this will be considered when the Precept is being set.

j)
Waste Collection.  The Clerk informed Councillors of the details in relation to the changes to waste and recycling collection over the Christmas and New Year holiday period.  This will affect Tuesday to Friday collections over the festive period.

k)
Ladies Walk.  The Clerk stated that the Mayor, herself and the Contractor had carried out a site visit at Ladies Walk where it was identified that trees needed to be cut back for safety reasons and the surrounding area made safe.  The cost for this work will be in the region of £150- £180 depending on the time taken to carry out the work.





IT WAS RESOLVED that this work should be carried out.

l)
Council meeting.  The Clerk stated that the January meeting of Council fell on New Year’s Day and asked Council if they would like to change this to the following week, 8th January.  





IT WAS RESOLVED to hold this meeting on the 8th in the Queen’s Hall as previously agreed.

m)
Defibrillator Training.  The Clerk reminded Council that this training is taking place tomorrow in the Queen’s Hall between 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.  No prior booking is necessary.

n)
Queen’s Hall.  The Clerk informed Council that they have been invited to the late night opening of the Queen’s Hall’s Produce and Craft Fair with live music on Friday 14th December 2018.  It was felt that this would be a good opportunity for the Town Council to meet the new Manager, Sue Lewis and to enjoy a glass of mulled wine.

o)
Out of Hours.  Pembrokeshire County Council has asked the Clerk for an out of hours contact number for the Christmas Lights.  The Clerk had given her number 
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as the first point of call.                                                                                                                     
126/18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

The following planning applications have been conditionally approved:

a)
18/0659/PA  Redstone Court – Construction of a new pedestrian link and shared use path.

b)
18/0654/AD  Land at Rushacre Enterprise Park – Erection of one externally illuminated and various non-illuminated signs.

127/18 NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Dropped Kerbs.  Cllr Meredydd informed Councillors of the amount of water that gushes down the High Street, goes over the dropped kerbs which are too low and into the Hairdressers and the Electric Store.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should report this to the County Council.

b)
Banners.  Members agreed to speak to the various organisations that leave banners up in Narberth after their events have taken place.

c)
Loose slabs.  Cllr Harding stated that she will be reporting loose slabs in Narberth via the link given to Councillors by the Clerk.

d)
Swim Narberth.  Cllr Rees informed Council that Swim Narberth have received over £6,000 from the Co-op as being one of their nominated charities for the year.

e)
Blocked drains.  The Council had received complaints of blocked drains following heavy rainfall at Redstone Road and Bridge Hill.  The Clerk will email this to the County Council.

f)
Commitment to Narberth.  Members agreed to send a letter of congratulations to Mr Arthur Bates for his commitment to Narberth to mark his 60 years’ of service to the Queen’s Hall.
g)
Redstone Road.  Cllr Walters asked County Cllr Morse if anything is to be done with the resurfacing of Redstone Road and was informed that whilst County Cllr Morse had sent an email, as yet, he had not received a reply.  County Cllr Morse will chase this.

h)
St Andrew’s Churchyard.  Cllr Rogers stated that both she and the Clerk had met the Council’s Contractor at the Churchyard and inspected the whole area identifying trees and shrubbery which needed to be cut back.  

i)
Library.  Cllr Rogers stated that both she and the Clerk had inspected the walls at the Library and had talked to the neighbour who is repairing the wall which is between the Library and his property.

j)
Tea Dance.  Cllr Rogers stated that she had a lovely time at the Grace Church Senior Citizens Tea Dance which was attended by 120 people.
k)
Disabled parking bay.  Cllr Rees asked if something could be done to stop motorists without blue badges from parking in the disabled bay outside the Library.  County Cllr Dennis agreed to look into this.  

l)
Civic Week.  Cllr Rogers stated that the Civic Week AGM will be held on Tuesday 15th January 2019 at 7.30 p.m., in the RAOB.  All are welcome to attend.

m)
Winter Carnival.  As there is no Winer Carnival again this year due to the lack of funds, members discussed the possibility of a Winter Festival and the need for a Santa’s Grotto in Narberth.  Members discussed the possibility of setting up an Events Committee and working with other organisations within the town to bring this to fruition.  

n)
Chamber of Trade.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Chamber to thank them for supporting the various events held in the town throughout the year.  Cllr Walters suggested that the Deputy Mayor should, if possible, attend the Chamber of Trade Committee meetings in order to work closer together.  The Clerk will ask if this is acceptable with the Chamber.  Cllr Rees declared an interest in this topic as her Son-in-Law is the Chair of the Chamber of Trade.

128/18  COUNCIL LINK OFFICERS:   (Agenda item 9)
Mrs Harrison had informed the Clerk that she had nothing to report.

129/18
 CHRISTMAS LIGHT’S:  (Agenda item 10)
The Clerk reported on an email from the Contractor which stated that three motifs were in need of repair since being erected.  The Contractor had put this down to the 
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amount of rain and wind which has occurred in the last two weeks as they were all working prior to their erection.  Members discussed whether or not to have these repaired or just removed and repaired for next season and,




IT WAS RESOLVED that due to the costs already incurred for this year’s festive lighting, the motifs should be removed and repaired in readiness for next year.  LED rope lighting can then be purchased.  
130/18
  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  
             (Agenda item 11)
Old CP School.  Cllr Rees reported that progress is moving slowly and that it will hopefully be coming together soon.

131/18

DATE FOR FINANCE MEETING:  (Agenda item 12)
Members agreed to hold the Finance Committee Meeting on Wednesday 2nd January 2019 at the Library at 7 p.m.  Cllr Meredydd gave her apologies as she is unable to attend this meeting.
132/18   FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 13)

132.1 
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit -     
£    457.68
b)
Nat West Interest -

£         3.84
132.2
Payments Due:

a)
Land Registry - 
  £         9.00
b)
Sky Cam Contracts - 

£13,216.90
c)
SLCC Membership - 

£     156.00
d)  
Chris Viggars (Castle and Ladies Walk) - 

£     240.00
e)
Scottish Power – Library -

(direct debit – August/September/October @ £292.52 p/m)
  £     877.56


 

IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.
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