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PUNCHESTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

A meeting of Puncheston Community Council was held on Wednesday 25th June 2014 at Puncheston School at 8.0 p m.
Present were:-  Dr Peter Lilley (Chairman), Mr Dewi Lewis, Mr Wyn Williams and John Griffiths (Clerk).

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Mrs Alison Evans.
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting.

Copies of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 28th May 2014 had been distributed to members. The minutes were agreed as being a true record and were signed.

3. Minutes of the last meeting.
Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th May 2014 had been distributed to members. The minutes were agreed as being a true record and were signed.

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes.
(a) FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY. The Clerk reported that he had displayed vacancy notices in all three Notice Boards and had posted on our website. One application to fill the vacancy had been received from Mr Gareth Howells, Castlebythe Farm. It was proposed by Dewi Lewis, seconded by Wyn Williams and agreed to co-opt Mr Gareth Howells as a member of this council.

(b) JAPANESE KNOTWEED. The Clerk had written a further letter to Mr J Emrys Llewelyn, Area Supervisor North, Pembs County Council regarding the additional patches of the knotweed which had been identified. A reply had been received from Mr Llewelyn which confirmed that the information had been passed on to the contractor to carry out the spraying.
(c) NAMES PAINTED ON HIGHWAY NEAR MORVIL. The Clerk stated that he had reported this matter to the Service Line and he had been assured that the matter would be referred to the area maintenance staff for their attention
(d) CONSULTATION DOCUMENT ON ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON COMMUNITY AND TOWN COUNCILS. It was proposed by Dewi Lewis, seconded by Wyn Williams and agreed that we should object to the proposals that community councils should have to publish electronically their annual audited accounts and the register of members’ financial and other interests.
(e) PUNCHESTON PLAY AREA. Dewi Lewis reported that soon after the May meeting, County Council staff had trimmed the grass and hedges in the play area and that an excellent job had been done.
(f) PUNCHESTON SCHOOL. The Clerk confirmed that a letter of congratulations had been sent to Mrs Amanda Lawrence congratulating the pupils and staff for their success at the Urdd Eisteddfod.

(g) PUNCHESTON SCHOOL GALLERY. The Clerk confirmed that he now held a copy of the Declaration of Trust for the Puncheston School Gallery. It was proposed by Wyn Williams, seconded by Dewi Lewis and agreed that the matter of electing a member of the council as a member of the trust should be deferred until more members of the council were present.

5. Highway Matters.
(a) PISTYLL BACH. The Clerk reported that he had been contacted by Mrs Sharon Wormleighton, Church Farm who reported that the spring water flowing in front of Gwel y Mynydd and Church Farm had stopped flowing for about one week. However it was now flowing again and was no longer a problem. The Clerk had asked Mrs Wormleighton to contact him again should the problem recur.
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(b) SEWAGE SMELLS IN PUNCHESTON. Dewi Lewis stated that Mrs Jennifer Clark, Hollies, Puncheston had complained recently of a recurrence of bad sewage smells. Dewi had looked up his water bills and informed Mrs Clark of a phone number to contact. The Clerk reminded the meeting that Welsh Water had requested the public to use the 24 hour Freephone number 0800 0853968.
6. Planning.
(a) Pembs CC 14/0058/PA. Planning Permission granted for the installation of an above ground slurry tank at Fagwrfran East, Puncheston, SA62 5RW.
(b) Pembs CC 13/0025/PA. Notification received that Mr Ian Hunter has appealed to the Planning Inspectorate against the refusal of planning permission by the Local Planning Authority to erect two wind turbines at Llys Y Defaid, Letterston. It was agreed that the council had no further additional comments to make to those made at the time of our original objection to the planning application.
(c) Pembs CC 13/0766/PA. Planning application for the erection of two wind turbines (hub height 30.1m, tip height 41.8m) at Pentre Farm, Letterston, SA62 5TH. Members agreed to object to this application on the grounds of loss of amenity to many residents due to the fact that the two turbines would have a high impact on visibility over a wide area. Also although Pentre Farm is a dairy farm our policy is to support planning applications for single wind turbines on dairy farms. Also the proposed site is very close to and at the same altitude as the proposed site of the wind turbines at Llys Y Defaid to which application this council objected.

7. Clerk’s Salary and Expenses.

The Clerk explained that the agreed procedure was that the Clerks salary should be increased in line with the increase in the national pension which this year increased by 2.5%. This would mean an increase of £30.00 to £1,245.00. However he pointed out that because we now had our own e-mail address and our own website there had been a substantial increase in his workload. It was proposed by Dewi Lewis, seconded by Wyn Williams and agreed that the Clerk’s salary should be increased on a one-off basis to £1,300.00 for the year ending 30th June 2014. As £607.50 had been paid in November 2013 the payment now due was therefore £692.50. It was proposed by Dewi Lewis, seconded by Wyn Williams and agreed that the Clerk’s expenses of £21.03 be paid for the period 1st December 2013 to 25th June 2014.

8. Correspondence.
(a) PEMBS COUNTY COUNCIL.
(i)
Commemorative Plaque for Waldo Williams. Reply received to our letter dated 30th January stating that planning permission would not be required. The Clerk had written to 


Mr Alun Ifans on 4th June, the date of the receipt of the reply, explaining that planning permission was not required. An e-mail dated 5th June received from Cymdeithas Waldo setting out the timetable of events on Friday 26th September. A warm welcome is extended to all members of Puncheston Community Council. The proceedings will be in Welsh.
(ii)
Envirocrime Initiative. Notification of Fishguard area meeting on 24th June at Wintern.

(iii)
Changes to way people register to vote. Leaflets to be displayed in all Notice Boards.

(iv)
Notification of issue of LDP Newsletter Issue 7 April 2014.

(b) ONE VOICE WALES.

(i) 
Website www.onevoicewales.org.uk. Notification of username and password.


(ii)
Request for names of two representatives to attend quarterly Pembrokeshire Area



Committee Meetings. It was agreed to defer until more members are present.

(c) WESTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION. Free Parish Council Pack. Guidance to help people to cope during power cuts. It was agreed to incorporate some of this information in our news item.
(d) The following items of correspondence were received for information:-

(i) Superfast Cymru Newsletter for Community Councils.
(ii) Hywel Dda University Health Board. Notification of an information session for Town and Community Councils at The Queens Hall, Narberth on 3rd July 2014 at 6.30 p m.
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(iii) Pembs Coast National Park Authority. Notification of consultation period on LDP Replacement Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Guidance.
(iv) One Voice Wales. The Voice magazine.

(v) Ombudsman Annual Report 2013/14.
(vi) J Parker’s Wholesale Catalogue.

9. Any Other Business.
There was no item of any other business.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20 p m.

Date of next meeting agreed as Wednesday 30th July 2014 at The Drovers Arms, Puncheston. 

Puncheston School being unavailable due to electrical rewiring of the school.
