NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 6th May 2014.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
R Platt, D Hole, J E Feetham, J Griffiths,





H Langen, S Radford-Smith, S Rees, D Rigby,



E M Rogers and C Williams.

159/14
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr D Duckfield, Cllr D Norcross and County Cllr Morse. 

160/14
TO ELECT MAYOR:  (Agenda item 2)

Prior to handing over the reigns, Cllr Platt thanked her Consort, the Town Clerk and fellow Councillors for their help and support over the last twelve months.  Cllr Platt gave a brief summary of the highs and lows of the events which occurred during her term of Office and wished Cllr Rees, her Consort and Cllr Rogers the very best for 2014/15. 
Cllr Platt proposed that Cllr Rees be the Mayor for the forthcoming year and Cllr Rogers seconded this proposal.  All members were in favour of this. Cllr Rees duly signed two copies of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the Clerk gave the Mayor a copy.  

Cllr Rees thanked Cllr Platt and her Consort, Mike for doing a fantastic job representing Narberth during Cllr Platt’s year in office and stated that they had attended everything that they possibly could. 

161/14
TO ELECT DEPUTY MAYOR:  (Agenda item 3)
Cllr Rees proposed Cllr Rogers be Deputy Mayor for the forthcoming year and Cllr Williams seconded this proposal.  All members were in favour of this.
162/14
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 4)

No declarations were made at this stage. 
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163/14
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 5)

The minutes of the meeting held on the 1st April 2014 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Williams and agreed by full Council.


164/14
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Solar streetlights.  The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr Platt had discovered that the County Council will not give permission for solar lighting to be erected on their land.  With this knowledge the Clerk has stopped looking in to the purchase of solar streetlights.

b)
Town Hall.  The Clerk reported that the Landlord’s safety check has been completed on the Town Hall and all was found to be in order.

c)
Traffic calming.  The Clerk had received a reply from John Price, County Council, stating that their initial reaction is, given the geometry of the junction of High Street/Spring Gardens, speed is unlikely to be high.  However, the report of the recent incident from the Police will allow a further review of the current provisions.  Cllr Langen informed Council that a lady on a mobility scooter has recently been hit by a motor vehicle in this vicinity.






IT WAS RESOLVED, to inform Mr Price of this.

d)
Bench.   Cllr Williams informed Council that he has spoken to the owner of the Bench in Spring Gardens regarding its relocation.    Whilst the owner wished for this bench to be left where it is situated, she did state that she is willing to pay for another bench to be located outside Nobles Newsagents.  Cllr Williams asked the Council for their permission for him to contact the County Council to organise this. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that Council were happy for 


Cllr Williams to proceed with this matter.

e)
Safe Routes pathway.  The Clerk had received an email from the County Council stating that the Rugby Club SUP was funded from the SRIC Grant.  The upgrade 

for the existing drainage system at Bushes Lane/Springfield Park cost in excess of the £130,000 Section 106 financial contribution and required a further contribution from the Highways budget in order for the construction of the footpath to take place.
165/14  REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 7)

a)
County Cllr Evans sent an email to the Clerk to thank Cllr Platt for all her hard
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Signed ……………..


work and the excellent job she did in her role as Mayor.  County Cllr Evans extended his good wishes to the incoming Mayor, Cllr Rees, whom he feels will again be a great ambassador for the Town.  County Cllr Evans stated that if Council wish him to attend the June meeting, then he would be happy to do so.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should invite County Cllr Evans not only to attend the June meeting, but to attend all the Town Council meetings.
b)
In his absence, County Cllr Morse asked the Clerk to report that, “in relation to the Residential Development for 16 dwellings on land NW of Greenhill, Station Road, following discussions with residents in the area, County Cllr Morse has submitted to the Planning Department a number of amendments that are sought to the plans that were submitted as part of the outline planning consent”.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask County Cllr Morse if there is any possibility that a footpath from Station Road to the Swimming Pool can be considered as part of this development.

166/14
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Disability Wales.  The Clerk had received an invoice for the membership fees for April 2014 to March 2015. 




IT WAS RESOLVED to renew this membership.

b)
Narberth in Bloom.  The Clerk had received the income and expenditure record from Narberth in Bloom.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would accept this as the accounts and would release the donation cheque for this year. 

c)
Play Park.  The Clerk informed Council that an Avon Multiplay Unit has been ordered for the toddler section of the Play Park.

d)
Information Commissioner’s Office.  The Clerk informed Council that a workshop on Information held under the Data Protection and Freedom of Information Acts will be held on 9th July 2014 at St Peter’s Hall, Carmarthen at 6.30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

e)
Cheque signatories.  The Clerk reported on an email she had received from the Welsh Assembly stating that there is no longer a need for two signatories on a 
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cheque due to the use of modern methods of banking.  However, as the new 

Order will not prevent present arrangements continuing, the Clerk strongly recommended that Council continue with the two signature rule for all cheques.




IT WAS RESOLVED to follow the Clerk’s recommendation.
f)
Clean Coast Week.  The Clerk informed Council that this week will take place from the 10th to the 18th May 2014.  

g)
Flower Arrangement.  Cllr Hole asked if the area outside HSBC could be used to site the flower arrangement which is being relocated from the old CP School.  Cllr Feetham explained that permission is already being sought from the owner of the land at Hill House Corner.  However, Council suggested that a request for an arrangement to go outside HSBC be made to the County Council.

h)
Narberth Allotments.  The Clerk had received a copy of the accounts and bank statement from the Allotments society.  




IT WAS RESOLVED to release this year’s Council donation.

i)
Fly-tipping.  The Clerk had received a telephone call regarding fly-tipping on the footpath leading down from the Castle to Mill Lane, which she has reported to the County Council.
j)
Training.  The Clerk had received notice that One Voice Wales will be holding a training session on Community Planning at the Picton Community Centre, Haverfordwest, on Wednesday 21st May 2014 between 6.30 until 9 p.m.

k)
Governance in small public bodies.  The Clerk had received a letter from the Welsh Assembly regarding a report of the National Assembly for Wales Public Accounts Committee, which identified a number of concerns.   The Clerk had forwarded this letter on to Councillors.

l)
Police and Crime Commissioner.  The Clerk had received a copy of the April newsletter, which she has forwarded on to Councillors.

m)
Chamber of Trade.  The Clerk had received a copy of the minutes from the meeting held on the 28th April 2014.  The Clerk has forwarded this on to Councillors.
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n)
Pembrokeshire Festivals and Events Guide.  The Clerk had received a copy of this Guide from PLANED.

o)
One Voice Wales.  The Clerk had received a copy of the Agenda and minutes from One Voice Wales.

p)
Castle.  The Clerk stated that she had carried out a site visit at the Castle and found that there was no fencing or warning signs erected.  The Clerk contacted the County Council and was informed that they would send someone straight away to check.  The County Council have since informed the Clerk that the Heras panel had been stolen and that they have put another one there in its place.  The Clerk asked for warning signs to be erected as well.  


The Clerk has given the grass-cutting contractor a copy of the plan showing where he can cut and agreed with the Contractor that as it is roughly half the area tendered for, the fee will be reduced accordingly by 50%.  The Contractor is in agreement with this.  The Clerk reported on the difficulties being experienced by the contractor whilst cutting the grass.






IT WAS RESOLVED to chase the closure of the Castle with the County Council as this location is a popular tourist area and is also used for wedding photographs etc.
q)
Web Hosting Agreement.  The Clerk had received a copy of the Agreement for signing.  Cllr Rees stated that she will sign this on behalf of the Council.

r)
Solva Community Council.  The Clerk reported on the copies of the letters she had received from Solva Community Council regarding the unlawful payment to Senior Officers at the County Council and the downgrading of Withybush Hospital.





IT WAS RESOLVED to thank Solva Community Council for the information.

s)
Broadband speeds.  The Clerk had received a letter from Simon Hart regarding the broadband speeds in Pembrokeshire.

t)
Strategy for Children and Young People.  This was given to Cllr Radford-Smith to read.
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167/14
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 9)

a)
14/0022/PA  Plot E, Mill Lane – Erection of a dwelling – Concern as the area is marsh land.  Council also feel that the access road should be completed prior to 

any building.  The Council wish to see more details on the proposed access before making further comments.  Cllr Griffiths and Cllr Rogers declared an interest as they live nearby.
167.1   Planning permission.

a)
13/0979/PA  Redstone Forge, Redstone Road – Alterations & Extension to building.
167.2
Application for Tree Surgery/Felling.
a)
Units 1 – 2 West Wales Business Park, Redstone Road.


168/14
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 10)

a)
Cubs.  Cllr Radford-Smith informed Council that the Cub movement are looking for projects to undertake in order to help out within the community. 
b)
Safe Route Pathways.  Cllr Griffiths asked who was responsible for the upkeep and cleaning of the new pathways.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would contact the County Council to report the problems with litter in Bushes Lane, loose gravel at Bloomfield SUP and the fallen tree which has broken a fence panel at the football field in Jesse Road.

c)
Dog Fouling signs.  The Clerk was asked to order some signs from the County Council’s Dog Warden.
d)
106 monies.  Cllr Langen asked that as the 106 money which was allocated to the Narberth Skate Park was used for the Skate Park in Haverfordwest, was it now possible for 106 monies from developments in Haverfordwest to be allocated to Narberth Swimming Pool.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask this question.

e)
Telephone kiosk.  Cllr Hole reported that the telephone at Market Square is broken.  Cllr Hole agreed to report this and to ensure that BT does not remove the kiosk.
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169/14
MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE:  (Agenda item 11)
As agreed in the Precept, the Mayor’s allowance was set at £2,000.  The Mayor declared an interest in this item.

170/14  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   

             (Agenda item 12)  

a)
Swimming Pool.  Cllr Rees stated that all was going ahead with the takeover of the Swimming Pool.  Plans are to be submitted to the County Council and Cllr Rees asked Council if they would apply for the Planning permission on behalf of the Friends of Narberth Swimming Pool in order to reduce the cost by 50%.  On a proposal by Cllr Williams which was seconded by Cllr Platt, the Council were in favour of this and the Clerk is to write a cheque for £330 which will be reimbursed by the FoNSP.  Cllr Rees informed Council that the plans are available to view at the Swimming Pool.  Cllr Rees stated that the takeover date has been moved from the 1st July to the 1st September 2014.  All agreements are in place to happen 12 months after the takeover.  Although Mark Lewis is retiring, he has agreed to make sure that all is put in place before he leaves.
171/14
RECEIVE AND APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS:  (Agenda item 13)

The Town Council had received copies of the Council’s Annual Accounts for 

Year-end 31.3.14, together with a copy of the bank statements for the Current and Business Reserve account held at National Westminster Bank and a copy of the Business Account Statement for money held with Santander.



IT WAS RESOLVED, following a proposal by Cllr Williams which was seconded by Cllr Rogers, to accept these accounts as a true record of the Council’s financial dealings for the financial year-end 31.3.14.  

172/14  RECEIVE AND APPROVE ANNUAL RETURN AND ANNUAL   GOVERNANCE STATEMENT:  (Agenda item 14)

Council members received a copy of the Annual Return Accounting Statement for year-end 31.3.14 and the Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement for the year-end 31.3.14.  Members filled in the Governance Statement and, with the exception of awaiting the report from the internal auditor, item 6, section 2,
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IT WAS RESOLVED, following a proposal by
Cllr Rogers, which was seconded by Cllr Feetham, to accept and approve this as a true record of the Council’s financial dealings.   The report from the internal auditor will be given at next month’s meeting.
The Clerk asked for permission to ask Andrew if he will carry out an internal audit on the Town Council’s accounts.  Members were in agreement with this. 

173/14
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 15)

173.1  
Income received:

a)

Jelly Egg -






£     457.68

b)

Pembrokeshire County Council 



(1st instalment of Precept) -



£13,334.00

c)

HMRC VAT reimbursement - 


£  3,523.22

d)

Jelly Egg (Insurance premium) -


£     334.43

e)

Western Power (sub station) -



£       30.00

f)

Pembrokeshire County Council



(rent and insurance premium – TIP)
-

£       89.60

173.2
Payments due:

a)

Peter Kidney - 





£        84.00
b)

British Gas -






£        13.67
c)

Donations as previously agreed -

d)

Disability Wales – membership -


£         45.00

e)

Chris Viggars – 2 cuts St Andrews -


£       240.00

f)

Chris Viggars – 2 half cuts Castle -


£          75.00






8 of 9





Signed ………………
g)

Chris Viggars – 1 cut St Andrews


£        120.00



(cut to be completed before cheque is released)

h)

Tenby Observer (newspaper week)


£          48.00





IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed

by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Williams and agreed by full Council.

173.3
The Clerk stated that she has deducted an outstanding amount of £11.40 Income Tax, and £8.30 National Insurance payment from her salary this month.




IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED that this was in order.
Signed ……………………………………………..

Date ……………………                                 Mayor
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