NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Library, Narberth, on Tuesday 6th June 2017.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
R Platt, E Rogers, G Meredydd, M Platt, S Rees, D Rigby, 


C Walters and County Cllr V Dennis.
Prior to the start of tonight’s Council meeting, Ms Thiery Bailey gave the Council a presentation on the work being carried out by the Pembrokeshire Food Bank.
18/17
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr Langen, Cllr Hole, Cllr Norcross, Cllr Tucker-Jones and Barry Cooke.

19/17
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Cllr Rogers declared an interest in planning application 17/0135/PA as she lives nearby.  
20/17
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 9th May 2017 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Walters seconded by Cllr Rogers and agreed by full Council.

21/17
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)
a)
Local Authority Publishing Company.  The Clerk informed the Council that  photographs of Narberth have been requested.  
b)
Use of Library.  The Clerk stated that after reading the Lease, she did not think the Library should be used for meetings by other groups.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform Cllr Hole that this is the case.  It was suggested that possibly the group could meet at the Swimming Pool or at the Bustop Building on the Town Moor.

c)
One Voice Wales Training.  The Clerk stated that unfortunately Cllr Platt was   unable to attend the two training sessions he was booked on and that the Clerk is trying to re-arrange these dates without the Council incurring further expense.  
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Signed ……………….
22/17
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

a)
Pembrokeshire County Council.  County Cllr Dennis reported that Mr David Simpson, the new Leader of Pembrokeshire County Council, has appointed his new Cabinet which had brought about substantial changes.   County Cllr Dennis stated that the new County Councillors are receiving training on the Code of Conduct and the Constitution.   County Cllr Dennis has been placed on the Partnerships Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Schools and Learning Overview Scrutiny Committee.  County Cllr Dennis also reported that he has been informed that he has been pencilled in for a seat on the Narberth Education Charity Committee.
b)
Waste.  County Cllr Dennis reported that there had been problems with waste at Queen’s Court and that he had been in touch with the Waste Management Department to sort this out.  Cllr Rees asked if County Cllr Dennis would also sort out the problems with Back Lane being blocked off by people putting Biffa Bins at the entrance to the highway at one end of the Lane and items for sale at the other.  

c)
Streetlights.  County Cllr Dennis reported that some of the streetlights have been taken down in Narberth for safety reasons as they had reached the end of their life and replaced with LED streetlights which run on 1/3 of the cost.  The broken streetlight in the High Street has been replaced with the same style as is there currently for continuity.  County Cllr Dennis was asked to see if a review of the timers could be carried out as some of the lights are coming on during the daylight hours.  Cllr Rogers reported that the electrician working on the streetlights removed the Town Council’s timers for the Christmas motifs and that Cllr Rigby has them in her garage.  The Clerk will notify Jason Emmins of this.
23/17
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)
a)
Local Newspaper Week.  The Clerk had received a request from the Narberth & Whitland Observer for the Town Council’s support for Newspaper Week by placing an advertisement in the local paper.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would support this venture in recognition of the Observer’s support for Narberth.

b)
Old CP School.  The Clerk informed Council that she has emailed copies of the Marketing Brochure on to Councillors.  
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Signed ………………….
c)
Town Hall.  The Clerk informed Council that the Landlord’s Certificate checks have been carried out on the Town Hall by Peter Kidney and that everything is in order and passed the inspection.  
d)
Narberth Museum.  The Clerk had received an email from Pauline Griffiths stating that the Museum is planning a new grant application that may be of interest to the Town Council which she would like to come to talk to them about.



IT WAS RESOLVED to invite Pauline to the July meeting.
e)
Library.  The Clerk had received a copy of an email sent to Cllr Rees from the County Council stating that they are purchasing a new dehumidifier for the Library, arranging for the new signs to be erected on the outside of the building and that the Friends have agreed to carry out the cleaning that is required inside the Library.  Ms Anthony also asked if the County’s IT manager James Thornley can access the Library daily to manage the overnight updates on the Library Management System.  Ms Anthony will furnish Mr Thornley with a key to the building.



IT WAS RESOLVED that this would be in order.

f)
British Gas.  The Clerk had received notification that the Fixed Price Energy Plan needs to be reviewed on the Library as the fixed 1 year term comes to an end on the 24th July 2017.  


IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should look into this to see if she can get a cheaper Fixed Price Energy Plan with another supplier.
g)
Red Ensign.  The Clerk had received information on flags for Merchant Navy Day on 3rd September 2017.
h)
Annual Return.  The Clerk informed Council that she has sent off all the necessary documents to the External Auditors by recorded delivery.

i)
Narberth Cricket Club.  The Clerk has received a copy of the accounts from the Cricket Club.  



IT WAS RESOLVED to release the donation for 2017/18.

j)
PLANED.  The clerk has received an invite to the PLANED AGM and the Working together in Communities conference at the Picton Centre, 
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Signed …………….

Haverfordwest, on Friday 16th June at 10.30 a.m., for the AGM and 11.45 a.m., 

for the Conference.  Cllr Meredydd, Cllr M Platt, Cllr Rees and the Clerk will attend the Conference.  

k)
Historic Environment Update.   The Clerk emailed members a copy of “More provisions of the 2016 Act”, which came in to force on the 31st May 2017 and stressed the importance of them reading this item.
l)
Link Officers.  The Clerk stated that she has confirmed with County Hall that she and the Mayor will attend the joint meeting of Clerks and Mayors at Pembrokeshire Archives on Friday 28th July at 10 a.m.

m)
New Councillor Induction Training.  Following the training session, Cllr Walters had emailed the Clerk with a few questions with regard to the workings of the Council which the Clerk answered and reported on at tonight’s meeting for the benefit of all members.  Cllr Walters mentioned that the Town Council are able to have up to two youth representatives on the Council.  This will be looked into and discussed further once the Town Council have co-opted on the twelfth Councillor.

n)
Civic Service.  The Clerk had received a reply for the Milford Haven Town Band and the cost for marching during the Parade at the Mayor’s Service is £100.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Council will pay half of this cost and the rest will be met by Civic Week. 
24
/17  PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)
a)
17/0107/AD – Conduit House, 26 High Street – New signage – No Objection.
b)
17/0105/PA – Conduit House, 26 High Street – Change of use from A1 to mixed use of A1 and A3, alterations and extension  - No Objection.  The Clerk read out a comment received from Cllr Hole in relation to this planning application – No Objection.
c)
17/0149/PA - Redhill, Mill Pond Lane – Demolition of Prefabricated Dwelling and Construction of New Dwelling – No Objection.
d)
17/0135/PA – 5 Bridge Hill – Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of new Garden Room to rear of existing house – No objection.
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Signed …………….

25/17   NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)
a)
Town Moor.  Cllr Rogers reported that there is a triangle of grass not being cut on the Town Moor – behind Garfield Gardens to the Bustop Building.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

b)
John Morgan Close.  Cllr Rigby had received reports of grass cuttings being thrown over the bank at John Morgan Close and being left on the pavement.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

c)
School crossing.  Cllr Walters has received concerns over the positioning of the School crossing sign which is too high up the pole in Spring Gardens and also a request for warning lights to be installed on the approach to the school patrol crossing.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

d)
Redstone Road pathway.  Cllr M Platt reported that the pavement is very uneven with large dips which are a trip hazard.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.


Cllr M Platt also raised concerns with the overgrown hedging along Redstone Road which needs cutting back as the speed limit signs cannot be seen.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

e)
Redstone Cross.  Cllr Walters reported the poor condition of the road surface from Redstone Cross to the entrance to the Industrial Estate at Redstone Road with the amount of potholes and uneven surface. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

f)
Dog fouling.  Cllr Rees reported on the amount of dog fouling still occurring at Back Lane.  Cllr Platt agreed to obtain the necessary stickers.

g)
106 monies.  Cllr Rees asked if 106 monies can be requested for a solar light at Back Lane.

h)
Kiln Park Corner.   Cllr Rees raised her concerns over the danger of making a 
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Signed ……………….

right hand turn into Kiln Park Road from Jesse Road as you cannot see around the bend when you are crossing the A478.  Traffic approaching Narberth from Penblewin come around this bend dangerously fast.  Cllr Rees suggested that the redundant 30 mph sign in Jesse Road which lights up if vehicles travel over 30 mph be relocated to the A478 to warn vehicles to slow down as a traffic calming measure.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would make this request.
i)
Knotweed.  Cllr Rees reported Knotweed outside the Bustop Building on the Town Moor.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.
26/17
COUNCIL LINK OFFICERS:  (Agenda item 9)

There was nothing to report in the absence of the Link Officers.

27/17
COUNCIL MEETINGS:  (Agenda item 10)
Members discussed the location for future Council meetings and it was agreed to keep holding the meetings at the Library with the proviso that Councillors are present fifteen minutes prior to the start of the Council meeting in order to push back the bookshelves and help to lay out the tables and chairs.
28/17
PERSON OF THE YEAR:  (Agenda item 11)
The Clerk asked if the Council wished to seek nominations for this year’s Person of the Year.  It was agreed that this should be done, but that if no suitable person is nominated, then the Award should be withdrawn for the year.
29/17
MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:      (Agenda item 12)

There was nothing to report.
30/17
FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 13)

30.1 
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg - Direct Debit -     
£  457.68
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b)
Nat West Interest for April - 


£         .17
c)
HMRC – VAT reimbursement - 

£3,064.83

30.2

Payments due:

a)
Postage for Audit recorded delivery - 




£       2.40
b)
Chris Viggars – 2 cuts at Castle/2 cuts at St Andrews/




 First cut of Footpaths and Common Land - 
£1,005.00

c)
Peter Kidney – Landlord Certificate Town Hall - 


£     84.00

d)
British Gas – Castle -






£       8.70
f)
Tenby Observer, Newspaper week - 




£     48.00

g)
One Voice Wales – 3 x New Councillor Induction training - 
£   120.00

h)
Narberth Cricket Club – donation 2017-18 - 



£   250.00

i)
Cllr Ruth Platt – Mileage to Hereford return (212 miles) - 

£     95.40

j)
Milford Haven Town Band – Civic Service - 



£     50.00

k)
British Gas Library – Direct Debit - 




£   927.56

 

IT WAS RESOLVED following a proposal by Cllr Walters which was seconded by Cllr Meredydd and agreed on by full Council to make these payments. 
Signed ………………………………………….

Date ……………………  
 
    Mayor
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