01/17/163
LLANDDEWI VELFREY COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

WEDNESDAY 11th JANUARY 2017
	    PRESENT:

Apologies for absence:  None were received.
	  Community Councillors:  Wynn Griffiths   Albert Fraser                    

                                        Tudor Eynon    Jamie Lewis                                                           

                                          Keith Thomas    Meurig James                                         
  County Councillor David Simpson     


	                        


   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
WELCOME: A warm welcome was extended to Vicky Mitchell who has applied for the post of clerk. She will sit through the meeting to acquaint herself with our routines and will then meet the chairman and clerk after the meeting to discuss her application in more detail.

a) MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes had been circulated and were approved as a true record. This was proposed by Cllr Keith Thomas   seconded by Cllr Tudor Eynon and agreed by all present.

2 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

a) A40 – A letter has been received from Angela Burns AM explaining the latest position regarding the by-pass. Cllr Wynn Griffiths said that he had heard that the contract for design and build had been awarded but this is yet to be confirmed.  
b)  PLANED’s Village Planning Workshops were held on 15th and 29th November Numbers attending were smaller than hoped but some useful suggestions were made to improve the village and a draft report has been received. Once this is completed it will be distributed to all households in the village. One important issue is to improve the village hall. Liz Thomas of PLANED is organising a visit to a number of village halls in Pembrokeshire that she feels may offer constructive ideas for our own.  Thanks to her contacts an energy assessment will be done tomorrow and they are also offering advice on finding opportunities. A survey is to be sent out with the next newsletter to ask residents, especially those who didn’t come to the workshops, for their ideas about how best to improve facilities in the hall as well as the range of events. (LH)
c) Clerk’s resignation-see above and introduction of Vicky Mitchell
d) The Clerk had attended the Funding Fair in Narberth with Cris Van der Velden, Secretary of the Village Hall Committee. They collected some useful information 
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      with regards various funding sources that will be kept on file for reference later    

      once a plan of action has been decided.
e) External Audit with Grant Thornton- See Correspondence item 4 (b)
f) Llewellyn Davies-See Correspondence item 4(c) 
3 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S   REPORT:
a) Work progressing at Penblewin roundabout and should be completed soon though without flashing speed limit signs. In next 3-6 months there will be another speed survey to measure the impact of the new signs.
b) Planning for the car wash at Preseli Garage-Cllr Simpson has been contacted by several concerned residents of Maes y Dderwen and has given them advice about who to contact as it is in the planners’ hands.
c) Old school Narberth- PCC have decided to demolish it as the developer has withdrawn. It will be used temporarily as a car park. PCC will still be hoping to develop the site in the future. Cllr Simpson is a member of the Strategic Asset Management Committee who are looking at various schemes and recommend the best way forward.
4 CORRESPONDENCE:
a) Local Gov’t elections are due to take place on 4th May. Posters have been received encouraging people to stand as town and community councillors.
                 These will be displayed on the notice boards. (LH)
b) Grant Thornton-Still awaiting invoice in spite of reminder.
c) Llewellyn Davies Accountants- Payment has been made and acknowledged as agreed

d) One Voice One Wales- Invitation to attend Pensions Seminar, Monday 16th January in Carmarthen.
e) Welsh Government-S137 payments for 2017 are £7.32 per elector. 

f) Welmedical – special offer to provide a defibrillator in the village.

g) Older people Wales-Autumn newsletter

h) Planning Aid Wales- Community Engagement event

i) Angela Burns- update on by-pass

j) Boundary Commission for Wales-Electoral Review Policy and Practice

k) PCC Kerry Macdermott- Request for amount of   precept for 2017-18. See Finance item 6 (a)
5. PLANNING: 
a) Applications approved-

· 16/0664/PA- Change of use to holiday accommodation at Waundwrgi

· 16/0665/LB- Proposed new use for stable block at Waundwrgi 
b) Applications refused:

· 16/0722/PA- retrospective for temporary rural enterprise dwelling at Castell Mawr
As these planning decisions had already been made there was no discussion so no need for Cllr Keith Thomas and Cllr Wynn Griffiths to leave the room.
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6.  FINANCE: 
a) In order to decide on the precept for 2017-18 the Clerk had prepared a budget (see attached). The precept has been kept as low as possible for many years but owing to several unexpected additional charges in the coming year it has had to be increased substantially. This takes into account the increase in audit fees from Grant Thornton, the late invoice from Llewellyn Davies and substantial increase in the salary for the new clerk to bring the number of paid hours into line with others doing the same work and taking into account the recommendations of SLCC. As a result, the precept has had to be increased to £3200. The Clerk will inform PCC. (LH)
b) Bank balance for Current Account – balance is                 £ 3439.22
                                                                         bequest                  -  £1176.86
                                                                      Working balance is     £  2262.36
               It was proposed by Cllr Keith Thomas, seconded by Cllr Jamie Lewis and 
               agreed by all present that the Clerk contact Barclays to investigate setting 

               up separate savings account for the bequest to avoid any confusion. (LH)
 c)Receipts received for cheques issued: none
            d)  Funds received-  PCC precept £733
   e) Bills to pay-  
· Maurice Van der Velden - £38 towards the cost of newsletter printing. This is the amount the Community Council agreed to pay per issue. An  anonymous donor had offered to pay an additional amount to trial a larger 8 page issue with more copies. Mr Van der Velden had paid the total invoice so needs reimbursing from both Community Council and donor.
· Llewellyn Davies for internal audits- £100
· PCC for advertisement re Code of Conduct - £30
· Grant Thornton for external audit - £141

     It was proposed by Cllr Jamie Lewis, seconded by Cllr Meurig James and 

     agreed by all present that these be paid. (LH)

        7.COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS: 

a) Cllr Jamie Lewis remarked on the poor state of the bus shelters particularly the one on the north side of the A40. It was pointed out that this is actually the responsibility of the Community Council but County Cllr Simpson said he would look into the matter. (DS)
b) Cllr Meurig James - tree trimming being done by PCC on behalf of the Trunk Road Agency on the A40 at the bottom of Pengawse Hill seems excessive. County Cllr Simpson said he would look into the matter. (DS)

c) Cllr Albert Fraser- pointed out that rubbish is again being dumped by Ffynon Chapel.             
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING     8:00pm.    Wednesday, 8th March
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.45
