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LLANDDEWI VELFREY COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

WEDNESDAY 9th NOVEMBER, 2016
	    PRESENT:

  
	  Community Councillors:  Wynn Griffiths   Albert Fraser                    

                                        Tudor Eynon                                                               

                                          Keith Thomas   Meurig James                                         
  County Councillor David Simpson     


	                        


  APOLOGIES: Cllr Jamie Lewis 
  DECLARATION OF INTEREST: none
1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes had been circulated and were approved as a true record. This was proposed by Cllr Keith Thomas seconded by Cllr Tudor Eynon and agreed by all present.

2 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

a) A40 campaign- Speed survey has been completed and, presumably as a result of this, the GO Safe speed detector van has been seen several times in the village. 
b)  Village Planning Workshop on 15th and 29th November- A notice has been circulated with the latest newsletter and the Village Hall Committee have agreed to provide light refreshments. Several members of the Community Council are expecting to attend.
c) Vacancy for clerk has been advertised in the Village Newsletter and on the notice boards. It is also due to be circulated via the County Council’s website.  There has been no response so far. Cllr Eynon suggested Becky Caswell, Pencwmen. The Clerk will contact her. (LH)
d) Code of Conduct training-. The Clerk has confirmed with the Monitoring Officer in the County Council that our Community Council has accepted the new Code of Conduct. It is a requirement that this be advertised in the local press. The Monitoring Officer is arranging for a notice to go in the local papers this week to confirm all those Town and Community Councils who have accepted the new code. There will be a charge of £30. (invoice to follow) Agreed by all present.
e) Plans for Remembrance Sunday-
· Two of Janine Perkins grandchildren will lay the wreath
· The new minister Huw Davies will be attending along with Huw George and Guito Llewelyn
· The Clerk has the wreath
· Julie Young has agreed to play the piano 
3  COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S   REPORT:
a) The 50-mile speed limit on the road south of Penblewin will be in place shortly.
b) Ditch clearance in some areas has been an on-going problem as damage can occur after the annual clearance has been done eg by milk tankers or tractors going on to the verge.  County Cllr Simpson has been in regular contact with 
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County Hall and ensured whenever possible that problems are dealt with. He has even cleared some ditches himself.  In spite of some isolated problems members thanked County Cllr Simpson for the efficient work that had been done in other parts of the village. 
c) There is a Funding Fair on 15th November supported by PAVS. Several members of the Village Hall Committee are due to attend.
d) A survey has been carried out regarding use of local buses. Cllr Eynon pointed out that there is now an additional bus in the early morning provided by Taf Valley Bus Company. While this is on the timetable in the bus shelter it is not widely advertised. This will be included in the next newsletter.
e) House maintenance on the council owned houses in Glan Preseli, including new roofs, has been completed.
4 CORRESPONDENCE:
a)Grant Thornton- The Auditor General for Wales has written to confirm that  there are no issues for concern with the Annual Statement of Accounts. They went on to say they had identified some other matters that they wish to draw to our attention which should be addressed in the next year. These are:

· The Council should obtain a letter of engagement from the internal auditor stating his/her independence and outlining the tasks they will undertake. (This had been done and a copy of a letter from Llewelyn Davies was submitted with the accounts)
· Timing of the audit-The internal audit needs to be completed before Section 1-assertion 6 of the Annual Return is completed as they say it is not possible to say that we maintain an adequate system of internal audit throughout the year if that audit has not been completed. (That was said on the basis that we monitor our finances throughout the year, including the financial risk assessment showing our processes and safeguards, a copy of which was sent with the Annual Return)

· In year budget monitoring- The letter maintains we have not demonstrated effective monitoring of our financial position against the budget throughout the year. They ask that we should review income and expenditure against the budget as part of quarterly budget monitoring. (they had been sent copies of minutes of meetings to show when the budget had been reviewed through the year and in fact we check income and expenditure with the bank balances at every meeting)

Finally in their letter they said there would be a charge of £141 plus VAT, a substantial increase on the charges made by BDO Hayward. The Clerk had contacted Grant Thornton for an explanation and had received by email a breakdown of the charges. They were as follows:
Assistant (carrying out the audit)                                  1hr @ £45      -  £45

Manager (review and report writing)                          0.5hr @  £110   - £55.50

Engagement lead (final review and sign off)            0.25hr @ £162   - £40.50 

Total fee                                                                                               £141.00
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b) Llewellyn Davies-Nicola Owen, who usually does the internal audit of our accounts, has contacted the Clerk to ask for a meeting to discuss the fact that they have omitted to charge us for several years. In spite of numerous  calls it was only possible to talk to her yesterday. She explained that owing to a mistake on her part they have not invoiced the Community Council for the past 7 years. As the internal audit with Llewellyn Davies had been set up informally through Colin John no fee had ever been agreed. The invoice is for £350 plus VAT. After some discussion, and in spite of the fact that Nicola Owen had admitted that the error was hers, it was agreed that we pay £100 in January as long as funds allow. The rest will need to be  covered by an adjustment to next year’s budget and an increase in the precept.  The Clerk will write to Nicola Owen to this effect (LH)
5. PLANNING: none
6.  FINANCE: 
a) Bank balance for Current Account –working balance is     £1594.76 

                                                                         bequest                     £1176.86
                                                                         Total funds                £ 2771.62
    b)   Receipt received for cheques issued: PLANED for printing costs
     c)   Funds received-  none
  d)   Bills to pay-   British Legion for Remembrance Day wreath £17
        Payment was proposed by Cllr Tudor Eynon, seconded by Cllr Keith   

        Thomas and agreed by all present. While it was also agreed in principle 

        that Grant Thornton be paid for the external audit, no invoice has yet been 

        received. The Clerk will contact them (LH)
7.ANY OTHER BUSINESS: none             
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING     8:00pm.    Wednesday, 11th January
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.45
