NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 4th March 2014.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
R Platt, J E Feetham, D Duckfield, Cllr J Griffiths,



S Rees, D Rigby, E M Rogers and C Williams.

132/14
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllrs D Hole, H Langen, D Norcross and 

S Radford-Smith.

133/14
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

No declarations were made.

134/14
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the meeting held on the 4th and 18th February 2014 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Feetham and agreed by full Council.


135/14
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Old CP School.  The Clerk had received a letter from County Cllr Evans stating that he would pass the Clerk's details on to the new owner of the School site once the sale has been completed along with the Council's invite for a formal presentation.  County Cllr Evans added that if the Company have not contacted the Clerk by the end of April, then he will supply the Clerk with the contact details.

b)
Planning system Wales.  The Clerk reported on the email from Cllr Norcross


which gave the Town Council’s response to question 34 on the consultation.  The 


Clerk also reported on the response from One Voice Wales on behalf of all


its members Councils.  The Clerk had emailed the full document on to Councillors.

c)
Dropped Kerbs.  The Clerk had been informed that Streetcare had granted 
permission for the owner of 4 Church Street to drop the footway kerbs on the Old 
Keg Yard in order to create a rear off-street parking area.  

d)  
Environmental Health.  The Clerk had received a telephone call from the County Council stating that all was in order at the premises in Halkon Crescent and that the 
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Signed ………………..

resident had been given permission by the Housing Department for the animals.
136/14  REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

There was no report from County Cllr Evans or County Cllr Morse.

137/14
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Councillor’s leave of absence.  The Clerk had received an email from Councillor Langen asking if the Mayor and Councillors would give permission to be absent from Council for more than the normal six months as, due to health reasons, he is still unable to attend a Council meeting.




IT WAS RESOLVED that Councillor Langen would be granted an extension.

b)
Town Regeneration Money.  The Clerk had been informed by a neighbouring Clerk that money is available from the County Council for match funding for town regeneration.  The Clerk contacted the Head of Regeneration at County Hall to ask if Narberth Town Council could be sent the necessary forms.  The Clerk was informed that the six largest towns in Pembrokeshire were approached first and that PLANED will be working with the next towns in terms of size, which will include Narberth, in the near future.  

c) St Andrew's Churchyard.  The Clerk informed members that she had attended a site meeting with Chris Viggars to look at the large conifer tree which had been damaged again in the recent high winds.  Several branches that were high up in the tree had split and were ready to fall at any time.  There was also a dead tree trunk which had fallen over by the south wall and was blocking the pathway.




IT WAS RESOLVED, after consulting with the Mayor and given the urgency of the work for health and safety reasons, to ask the Contractor to carry out the removal of the branches and to clear up the pathway.  




IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED by Council that this action was in order.

d) One Voice Wales Membership.  The Clerk had received a membership form for 2014/15.  The cost for membership is £351.
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Signed ……………….



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should renew the Council's membership.

e)
Castle.  The Clerk had received an enquiry from Mary Jones, Narberth Museum, regarding hiring the Castle in 2015.  The Clerk had met with Ms Jones to discuss the application forms and the terms of hiring.  It is hoped that a three day event will be held, but this is still in the early stages of planning.


The Clerk reminded Council that the Castle is currently closed off as the County Council are carrying out a structural survey following the loss of several large stones from the ruins.  The Clerk asked for a copy of this report once completed.

f)
PLANED.  The Clerk reported on the latest PLANED newsletters and events.

g)
Santander.  The Clerk had received information on the changes to terms and conditions for Santander business accounts.

h)
Off Street Parking Places.  The Clerk had received a copy of the variation order in relation to the Town Moor Car Park and the old Play Ground.  

i)    
Zurich Insurance.  The Clerk had received a copy of the Council's insurance policy for 2014/15.  The property sums insured have been index linked at 3% at no extra cost to the Council.

j)
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water.  The Clerk had received a credit note for £411.83 in respect of the Castle.

k)
PAVS.  The Clerk had received information from PAVS regarding the Retired and Senior Volunteer programme which is currently developing the Welcome  Friends Project for the over 50s.  A request was made to come and give a presentation to the Council and,




IT WAS RESOLVED to invite them to attend the June meeting at 7 p.m.

l) Council Base Tax.  The Clerk had received a letter from the County Council confirming receipt of the Precept request.

m) Western Power.  The Clerk had received a revised certificate of unmetered supply based on load notification which has resulted in a reduction to the estimated annual consumption.  A copy of this has been sent to SWALEC.
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Signed ………………

n)
Kidney Wales.  The Clerk reported on the Walk for Life which takes place on Sunday 27th April 2014.

o)
Catholic Church.  The Clerk had received an email stating that the spire on top of the Catholic Church is ‘wobbling’ in the high winds.  The Clerk contacted Father John Thomas in Haverfordwest who informed her that the spire had been checked in November last year and was found to be safe.  The Clerk reported this back to the concerned residents of Church Street.

p)
One Voice Wales.  The Clerk had received an Agenda for the meeting on the 18th February and a copy of the minutes from the meeting held on the 25th September 2013.

q)
Chamber of Trade.  The Clerk reported on the Chamber's minutes which she had forwarded on to members.

r)
Pool notes 9.  The Clerk reported on the notes, which she has forwarded on to members.

s)
Sale of old CP School.  The Clerk reported on an email from Cllr Norcross regarding the Land disposal and Rights of Reverter.

t)
Council website.  The Clerk informed members that the standalone website for Town and Community Councils in Pembrokeshire is now complete.  Cllr Norcross has attended the training and the Clerk is to attend at the end of the month.

u)
PACT.  The Clerk had received a reminder from the Police that PACT meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at 6.30 p.m., in the Liberty Cafe, Narberth.  All are welcome to attend.

v)
Citizens Advice Cymru.  The Clerk reported on the Citizens Advice Cymru's survey to find out experiences of the discretionary assistance fund in Wales. 

w)    Marine Planning.  The Clerk reported on the Marine Planning System in Wales.

    
Public Events are being held during March and further details can be found on the Welsh Government website. 

x)
Valuing the Environment.  The Summer Celebration Launch is on Saturday May 17th between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at Canolfan Hermon, Hermon.
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Signed …………….
138/14
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

138.1
 Planning permission had been granted to

a)
13/0777/AG  Narberth Scout & Guide Hall, Town Moor – Refurbishment and extension to existing hall.

b)
13/0665/PA  5 Parc Roberts – Extension (amended plans).

c)
12/0141/PA  Penfeidr, Crinow – Re-siting of an agricultural building (in retrospect).

138.2
Tree surgery:

a)
13/0932/TF  Unit 1 to 2 West Wales Business Park – No objection.

138.3

a)
13/0933/AG  Pantyffynnon, Crinow – Erection of an agricultural hay shed – the County Council have stated that they are not required to give prior approval for the applicant’s proposal and that the applicant can proceed without further reference to the Authority.

138.4
Permission for Tree Surgery:

a)
13/0841/TF  Holly Lodge, 28 Bloomfield Gardens.

139.14
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Swimming Pool.  Cllr Rees reported that it looks as though the pool will be taken over although not as a freehold.  This is due to problems in the past which Cllr Rees explained to members.  There will be a 125 year lease with a peppercorn rent of £1 per year.  The County Council have agreed to keep the current staff on their books, thus supporting the venture with this income.  This will decrease over a three year period and will be negotiable on an annual basis.  Cllr Rees stated that the group needs to raise £200,000 and it is hoped that this will be done through community shares, donations and the purchase of solar panels which will be recognised with the donator's name and date being inscribed on a tile in the Swimming Pool.  It is hoped that those who cannot afford to donate or purchase shares will help with fundraising.







5 of 9
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Cllr Williams stated that he was pleased with the way in which the committee were fighting for the Pool and that they should be supported all the way.  

b)
Car Park.  Cllr Feetham raised his concerns again with regard to the un-even tarmac at the entrance to the Car Park.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this again.

c)
Bustop, Jesse Road.  The Clerk was asked to chase the site visit promised by the County Council.

d)
Spring Gardens.  Cllr Duckfield stated that the pavement has not been repaired outside the Launderette and is badly broken up.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this again.

e)
Eagle Inn.  Double yellow lines very slippery due to excessive amount of yellow paint.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this again.

f)
Emptying of Waste Bins.  Cllr Duckfield reported that the Council vehicles are parking on the pavements to attend to these bins, even when there are parking spaces nearby.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

g)
Pot-holes.   Cllr Rigby reported dangerous pot-holes at the entrance to the Drang and Cawdor Close.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

h)
Fly tipping.  Reports of fly-tipping on the banks behind the houses in John Morgan Close and behind Queen's Court onto the Picnic area at Carding Mill Lane.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.

i)    
Bushes Lane to Bloomfield.  Cllr Rees reported that this new pathway is an absolute disgrace with litter and dog mess.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.
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Signed ……………..

Cllr Rogers stated that there is a very steep gradient on the new pathway between the first and second rugby pitch and she believed that it is made up of gravel, which would  make it almost impossible for disabled users and pushchairs to go up and down on.  Cllr Rogers will check this.

j)
Deputy Mayor.  Cllr Rogers reminded Council that the Deputy Mayor for 2014/15 will be discussed at the next meeting.

k)
Bench.  Cllr Williams asked if the Clerk could keep asking for the bench to be replaced outside Nobles.

l) 
CCTV.  Members agreed that this could possibly be done under the regeneration scheme.

m)
Police.  It was highlighted that unfortunately there is rarely a Police presence in the town with no Sergeant or a higher rank Officer in Narberth Police Station.

n)
Council Photographs.  Cllr Rogers stated that although she did bring this up at the meeting but there were only four members present.  It was stated again that the Committee are happy for the Council to put the photographs up on a picture rail for a formal function as long as they are taken down afterwards.  Cllr Rogers agreed to raise this issue again.

140/14  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   

             (Agenda item 9)  

There was nothing to report.

141/14  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 2014/15:  (Agenda item 10)

Council considered the applications that were in addition to the organisations that had 
been  precepted for and, 
IT WAS RESOLVED to make the following donations and to retain the balance of £150 from the miscellaneous budget heading as a provision for the forthcoming year.  The Clerk reminded Council that they normally give a small donation of £6.50 to the Royal British Legion with the wreath purchase and also supports the Narberth & Whitland Observer with their Newspaper Week feature.  
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	Precept

Allocation


	Suggested Budget

Head

	1
	Queen’s Hall
S.145 LGA ‘72


	£1,000.00
	Specific



	2
	Narberth & District Community & Sports Ass.
S.145 LGA, S.19, ‘76
	£1,000.00
	Specific

	3
	Narberth Museum
S.145 (1) (d) LGA ‘72


	£750.00
	Specific

	4
	Narberth in Bloom
S.144 OG LGA ‘72


	£300.00
	Specific

	5
	Narberth Civic Week
S.144 LGA ‘72


	£200.00
	Specific

	6
	Narberth Winter Carnival
S.144 LGA ‘72


	₤150.00
	Specific

	7
	Narberth Youth Cricket 
S.19 LGA ’76 
	£250.00
	Specific



	8
	Narberth Youth Football 
S.19 LGA ’76
	£250.00


	Specific

	9
	Narberth Youth Rugby 
S.19 LGA ’76
	£250.00


	Specific

	10
	Bus Stop Project
S.19 LGA ‘76


	£1,000.00
	Specific



	11
	Narberth Horticultural Show
S.145 LGA ‘72
	£150.00
	Specific



	12
	Friends of Narberth Swimming Pool

S.19 LGA 
	£3,000.00
	Specific

	13
	Narberth Allotments

SS23,26 & 42 LGA 1908
	£100.00
	Specific



	14
	Dyffryn Taf
S.137 Expenditure
	£50.00
	Miscellaneous



	15
	Narberth Scout Movement

S.137 Expenditure
	£100.00
	Miscellaneous




142/14
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 11)

142.1  
Income received:

a)

Jelly Egg -






£   457.68

142.3
Payments due:

a)
British Gas –






£     13.67
b)
Zurich municipal –





£1,983.83
c) 
Chris Viggars –






£   120.00
d)
One Voice Wales - 





£   351.00




IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed

by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Williams and agreed by full Council.

Signed ……………………………………………..

Date ……………………                                 Mayor
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