NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 4th February 2014.

Prior to the start of tonight’s Council meeting, Cllr Platt and Cllr Norcross carried out an internal audit on the Council’s accounts.  All was found to be in order.
PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
R Platt, J E Feetham, D Hole, 
D Norcross, S Radford-Smith, 



S Rees, D Rigby, E M Rogers and C Williams.
119/14
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr D Duckfield, Cllr J Griffiths and
Cllr H Langen.  
120/14
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

No declarations were made.
121/14
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 3)

The minutes of the meeting held on the 7th January 2014 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Feetham and agreed by full Council.


122/14
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Shared use path, Bloomfield.  The Clerk had received an email from Mr Sutton, County Council, informing the Council that their email in relation to the 106 monies has been forwarded to Steve Benger for a response.
b)
Council’s photographs.  The Clerk had received a letter from the Queen’s Hall Trustees stating that they have no objections to the Council’s photographs being hung on the picture rail in the Balcony Room for an official event as long as they are returned to the Council Office afterwards.  


Members were very disappointed with this response and Cllr Rogers agreed to mention this at the next Queen’s Hall meeting.

c)
Dementia Friendly Town.  Cllr Platt stated that following the Clerk’s email, she was asked if the Town Council would consider this matter again.  Members stated that unfortunately the answer is still no, for the reasons given previously. 
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Signed …………………
d)
Bloomfield Bus.  Cllr Norcross informed members that the bus can be used on a Monday morning or on a Saturday or Sunday.  Members felt that a Sunday would be the best day to go on a tour of the Safe Routes in Narberth.

123/14  ​REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 5)

There was no report from County Cllr Morse.

The Clerk had received a letter from County Cllr Evans regarding the sale of the old CP School.  County Cllr Evans said that he has asked the County Council to keep the Town Council fully informed on the current activity regarding the disposal of the site.  County Cllr Evans stated that the Town Council would be asked in time, following submission of a detailed planning application, to register their views and comments on the proposals.  County Cllr Evans said that he will ask the company involved to do a formal presentation to the Town Council.


IT WAS RESOLVED that, although the Town Council had already made contact with the Director of Development at Pembrokeshire County Council in early January to request that they be kept fully informed on the sale of the old School, the Clerk should respond to County Cllr Evans saying that, the Council would welcome and be delighted to host a meeting with the company concerned.
124/14
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)

a)
Town Hall lease.  The Clerk stated that Ms Bannister has agreed to pay half of the costs involved in preparing a Deed of surrender for the Lease of the Basement of the Town Hall.  



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should instruct Ms Bannister’s Solicitor to go ahead with this Deed.

b)
Planning System, Wales.  The Clerk reported on an email she had forwarded to Council regarding the consultation on plans to change the planning system in Wales.  The consultation includes proposals for closer working between community and town councils and local planning authorities, resulting in ‘place plans’ which will have the status of supplementary planning guidance.  Cllr Norcross reported on his findings for this consultation and,




IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Norcross would respond on behalf of the Council.  
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Signed ……………….
c)
Chamber of Trade.  The Clerk reported on the minutes from the meeting held on the 20th January.  

d)
Community Voice Event.  The Clerk reported on the event to be held at the Regency Hall, Saundersfoot, on Wednesday 26th February, between 10 a.m. and 3.30 p.m.  

e)
Sunnybank.  The Clerk informed members that the Consultation period has been extended until the 21st February 2014.  

f)
Town Council website.  The Clerk informed Council that the website is well underway and that the County Council are asking for a banner, a local image and a brief write-up on Narberth.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should send a picture of the WI tapestry of Narberth for the banner and a photograph of the Town Hall for the local image.  The Clerk will pull together a piece of information from the existing websites on Narberth.

g)
Sign assemblies.  The Clerk had received an email from Ben Blake, County Council, asking if a Councillor could meet him on site to discuss the exact location for the sign assemblies for the Museum.  Cllr Rogers stated that she would meet Mr Blake and that, with the exception of February 14th, any Tuesday or Friday would suit her.  The Clerk will arrange this meeting.

h)
HMRC.  The Clerk had received instructions that PAYE must now be paid electronically, instead of via the employer payment booklet.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will speak to the Council’s Bank about this.

i)
Donations.  The Clerk had received a request for a financial donation from Pembrokeshire YFC, Cruse Bereavement Care and the Teenage Cancer Trust.  These will be kept until the March meeting of Council.  

j)
National Parks.  The Clerk had received notification that the Annual Monitoring Report consultation will run until Monday 2nd June 2014.  Technical updates are being carried out on the Local Development Plan Annual Monitoring Report for 2013 and the National Park’s Management Plan.  These documents are available to download from www.pcnpa.org.uk 
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Signed ………………..
k)
One Voice Wales.  The Clerk had received the Winter 2013/14 newsletter.  The Clerk stated that a piece on the Narberth Food Festival was included in the newsletter.

l)
Civic Service.  The Clerk informed Council that she has been successful in booking the Corps of Drums to take part in the Civic Parade at a cost of £150.  
m)
Glasdon.  The Clerk had received the latest pamphlet from Glasdon on bins and street furniture.  This was given to Cllr Feetham.

125/14
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 7)

a)
13/0867/PA  5 Castle Terrace – Alterations and extensions to dwelling (partly in retrospect) – No objection.  
125.1
 Planning permission had been granted to:

a)
13/0716/PA  17 High Street – Change from A1 to A3 building.

125.2
Change of Lawful Use or Development:
a)
13/0735/CL  Redhill, The Bridge, Narberth.

125.3
Tree surgery:

a)
13/0841/TF  Holly Lodge, 28 Bloomfield Gardens – No objections.

125.4
Planning and Rights of Way Committee 4/2/14:

a)
13/0563/PA  Land at Crosswood, Coxhill – siting of timber lodges, yurts, touring caravans/motor-homes, tents together with construction of facilities buildings.
126/14
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Fire Walk.  Cllr Hole and Cllr Radford-Smith informed Council that they are taking part in the Fire Walk in March in respect of raising money for the Paul Sartori Foundation Himalayan Trek.  Members were proud of this and,



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should send this information to the Observer.
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Signed………………………..
b)
Solar lights.  Cllr Rees asked for prices to be obtained for solar streetlights for Bushes Lane and Back Lane.
c)
Swimming Pool meeting.  Cllr Rees reported on the public meeting held on Monday evening where over 70 people attended.  Cllr Rees also reported on the successful meeting held with Pembrokeshire County Council.  Cllr Rees stated that the proposals for the Swimming Pool will be reviewed by the County Council’s Cabinet on the 10th February, following which, if successful, it is hoped that the Friends of Narberth Swimming Pool Campaign Group will be taking over the Pool in July 2014. Cllr Rees explained the need to raise £200,000 in order to install a Biomass boiler and cover the roof with solar panels by the winter.  It is then possible to draw £44,000 a year for 20 years from an energy incentive scheme. 

The Town Council gave a big thank you to Cllr Rees and John Sleigh for all their hard work to date.

d)
Charles Salmon Gardens.  Cllr Feetham stated that he has been talking with Mr Codd, County Council and has agreed that most types of flowers cannot be planted at the memorial gardens as the surrounding trees will draw the flowers up.  However, it has been agreed to plant daffodils here and this will be done in the autumn.  Cllr Feetham stated that he has been asked to give a talk to the Narberth branch of the WI as they want to know where they can plant flowers within the town.

e)
Picton Place.  Cllr Hole stated that the double yellow lines in Picton Place are very dangerous as they were installed using thick gloss paint, which has made them very slippery.  Cllr Hole has received several complaints from people who have fallen.   




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.

f)
Bentley Villas.  Cllr Hole stated that heavy vehicles have damaged the dropped kerbs by the new housing development going into Bentley Villas from Station Road and Halkon Crescent.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.

g)
Dropped kerb.  The Clerk was asked to establish whether or not planning permission has been given to drop the kerb from the Old Keg Yard to 3 Church 
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Signed …………………

Street, Narberth.
h)
Halkon Crescent.  A resident from Halkon Crescent has asked the County Council to look into the fact that a bungalow in Halkon Crescent has been empty for nearly a year.

i)
Environmental Health.  Complaints have been received of a property in Halkon Crescent having several cats, dogs and rabbits living inside the house.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should report this to the County Council.

j)
Dog Wardens.  Members were informed that the Dog Wardens have been patrolling Narberth, in both Back Lane and Tabernacle Lane.

k)
Hill House Corner.  Cllr Williams stated that there are still signs being put on the railings at Hill House Corner.

l)
Scout Hut.  Cllr Williams stated that a big tree had been cut down outside the Scout Hut and wondered if the other trees will be removed once the renovations are complete.  

127/14  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   
             (Agenda item 9)  
a)
Templeton School.  Cllr Rogers stated that she had attended a Governors meeting at the School last Monday.  As the current Head Teacher is leaving, the School are waiting to hear when they can advertise for a new Head.  The AGM was held last night, Monday 3rd February, but unfortunately due to work commitments, Cllr Rogers was unable to attend.
b)
Bloomfield.  Cllr Rees attended the Bloomfield meeting and was asked to thank the Council for their donation for 2014/15 and for also altering the Lease to allow the NDCSA to apply for funding for the new Recreational Hall.
128/14  FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 10)

128.1  
Income received:

a)

Jelly Egg -






£   457.68
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Signed ……………………
128.2   
Payments made since last meeting as previously agreed:

a)
Skycam Contracts (10% retainer)
 -



£1,080.00
128.3
Payments due:

a)
Glyn Edwards Office Equipment (copy paper and 


premium paper) -






£     65.02

b)
British Gas -







£     13.67

c)
Chris Viggars cutting down branches of Yew tree - 

£     72.00








IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed
by Cllr Norcross, seconded by Cllr Platt and agreed by full Council.

Signed ……………………………………………..

Date ……………………                                 Mayor
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