CYNGOR CYMUNED MATHRI
                                   MATHRY COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

                                                                      MONDAY 21st MARCH, 2016.

        Present:  Cllrs: G Thomas (Chair), L Richards, Jill Morgan, R Lamb, B Morris, A Price
        Apologies:  
        In attendance: Peter Gomer, Jonathan Martin, Peter Arkle, Theresa Arkle, Sylvia Pugh, Brian Davies,  
                               Adrian Jenner, Nancy Withington, Tim  Mason, Graham Devonald, Jeffrey Mason.

In the interests of communication and clarification, the Chairman allowed comments from the floor throughout the meeting.


1. Minutes
The Minutes of the last meeting held on the 15th February, 2016, were read and approved.  Proposed by

Cllr. A Price and seconded by Cllr. B Morris.

2. Matters Arising 
· Questions put forward by Mr. Peter Gomer and date of proposed public meeting.
· Community Forum – Cllrs. Gerald Thomas and Brynley Morris attended the meeting on the 8th March.

There will be a Bingo session on the 2nd April.  Belfast sinks will be used as planters and Cllr. A Price will meet with Peter Gomer and Pembs County Council to discuss the locations.   Extra rubbish bins were requested – the Clerk explained that in the past additional rubbish bins were only provided by Pembs County Council if it was possible to empty them without additional manpower.    The Farmers Arms Fun Day is on the 23rd July.  . 
3. FINANCE 
     Account information:  The balance of the current account as at  29th February, 2016 - £2637.91

 
     Payments requested: Local Councils Advisory Service - £75.00     





Clerk’s remuneration (January – March)  - £225.00

     Proposed by Cllr. Jill Morgan and seconded by Cllr. R Lamb.

4. PLANNING
Planning Application

PCC
15/1128/PA:  The Church of the Holy Martyrs, Mathry – installation of a screened LPG fuel tank. 
No adverse comments.
Approval of Planning Application

PCC

15/0552/PA:  Upper House Farm, Mathry – revised design of approved detached dwelling - 03/11/PA

5. CORRESPONDENCE  

a) Received from Peter Gomer: 

i) Email of the 16th February – criticising the behaviour of the Clerk at the meeting received.
ii) Email of the 27th February received – forwarded from Cllr. B Morris – list of questions that Mr. Gomer would like answered, and which would be publicised at a public meeting, if necessary.

1. How will the council cover the cost of acquiring the Village Green? 
The Clerk gave out copies of a Precept determination which the council had agreed in advance before raising the precept in January 2016.  It is the council’s opinion that it can afford the purchase of the Mathry Village Green.


2. Can Councillors confirm that they have taken advice on insuring the Village Green if   

purchased?  
The Clerk confirmed that she had been in touch with the Council’s insurers, Aon, and

that the Village Green if purchased would be covered under the council’s existing public liability.





3. Confirmation of “commercial activity” and how it applies to the Village Green. 
The Clerk confirmed that she had received information on the restrictions and constraints of a Village Green from the Common Land Officer, Pembs County Council.   The Local Councils Advisory Service had advised that part of the Village Green could be used as an outside sitting area for pub customers with permission of the owner but generally commercial activity was not allowed.    Nancy Withington expressed concern that this area might be extended further up the Green towards her property and about potential noise nuisance.    The Clerk explained that an owner of a Village Green can sometimes issue a licence stipulating the area allowed as long as it does not affect the enjoyment of the Green by other members of the public.

      4. Are Councillors wholeheartedly in support of local business?  
Cllr. Alan Price responded on behalf on the Council and said that it had always supported local businesses and would not be likely to change that view.

     5. Will Councillors consider and review potential projects which could be enabled by the precept?
Cllr. Alan Price responded on behalf of the Council and said that the precept money had always been, and would always be, used for projects for the benefit of the community.

     6. Do Councillors agree that the Clerk’s statement that there is no requirement for consultation 

when considering decisions is incorrect?  
The Clerk explained that there is no legal requirement for the Community Council  to consult on increasing the precept.     

 Mr.Gomer asked that as a matter of good practice the council inform the public and consult on  

 issues that will directly affect the local community.   
 Cllr. Alan Price said that all Community Council meetings were open to the public and anyone was 
 welcome to attend.  He asked Mr. Gomer whether a public meeting would still be necessary given 
 that his points of concern had been fully addressed. 

 Mr. Gomer  replied that a detailed account of the Community Council’s responses in the Minutes 
 could be sufficient, and that once the Minutes were published on the Council website he would 

 circulate them. 

                  
 Theresa Arkle asked Mr. Gomer if he was representing the Community Forum.   He replied that he 

      was at the meeting as a concerned individual. 
      Peter Arkle commented that there are some 400 other residents who do not share these concerns.   
      Cllr. Jill Morgan pointed out that the concerns had not been raised at Community Forum meetings.

      Tim Mason said the Village Green should be for the children of the village, past present and future. 
      He said he supported the Community Council and the good work it had done for the past 40 years 
       and the purchase of the village green.
                          Jonathan Martin felt that consultation was a bureaucratic process and that the elected Community   

 Council should be trusted by the community. He urged the Council not to go into consultation.
With regard to Mr. Gomer’s comments about the existing Standing Orders, the Clerk suggested that a task and finish Standing Order Committee be formed to review the alternatives.  Cllr. Jill Morgan had already obtained copies of the PALC and Solva Community Council’s Standing Orders.   Cllrs: Gerald Thomas, Brynley Morris and Jill Morgan offered to be on the committee.  

iii) Email of the 27th February – copy of presentation notes used at the meeting on the 15th February received.  Cllr. Jill Morgan proposed that a formal response should be sent to Mr. Gomer regarding his comments in due course.   Seconded by Cllr. Alan Price.
b)  Email from Edward Harris, solicitor acting for the University of Wales re purchase of Village Green 

     received. Mr. Harris confirmed that the caution imposed by the Trellech Estates on any purchase of the 
     Village Green in Mathry was a threat and would need to be removed before the University of Wales would 
     consider selling the Green.  This would probably take several months.  
c)  Email from Lynne Curcio, Common Land Officer, PCC,  re LDP policies GN33 and GN34 received. These 

     policies do not apply to existing Village Greens such as those in Mathry only to land that might become a 

     Village Green.




d)  Email from Lynne Curcio  re use of Village Greens which are protected by the provisions of S12 of the

     Inclosure Act 1857 and S29 of the Commons Act 1876 received.

e) Reply to Clerk’s request for advice from the Local Council’s Advisory Service received.

f)  Pembs County Council – What has Convergence Funding done for Pembrokeshire?  Received.  Given to  

    Cllr. A Price.
g)  Ombudsman – Principles of Good Administration and Good Records Management received.  The Clerk 
     was asked to send this online document around by email.
h)  PCC – Code of Conduct for Members Training – offer by the Monitoring Officer to hold training sessions 
     received.
i)   Suggestion by Solva Community Council to hold training session for St. Davids, Brawdy, Llanrhian, Roch 
    and Mathry Community Councils on the 6th April in Solva Memorial Hall at 6.30pm received.  All the 
    Mathry  Councillors agreed to attend.
j)  Notification that the cycling Tour of Pembrokeshire will be passing through the locality on Saturday 23rd 
    April received
k) Dyfed-Powys Police – email re new Community messaging system to update, appeal or inform members of 
    the public received.  The Clerk was asked to email the link.
l)  Western Power Distribution – certificate of unmetered supply received. This related to the Christmas Tree 

     lighting last year.
m) PCNPA – LDP Annual Monitoring Report Consultation - ends Wed. 1st June received.  The Clerk was 

     asked to email the  link
n)  Commemorative medal information for HM Queen Elizabeth II 90th birthday received. For the next meeting 

     (see item 8 below).
o)  PCC – Renewable Energy SPG consultation received.
p) Thank you letters from Teenage Cancer Trust.and Welsh Air Ambulance received.
q) Mathry Community Forum – map received.  The Clerk was asked to email it round and put onto the website 
  as a draft.


6. COMMUNITY HALL

7.     REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS – deferred to next meeting
8.    QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
        It is hoped that the Council will be able to organise a community event in conjunction with the Hall 

        Committee and the Community Forum.
9.   KNITTING AND CROCHET BOMB

       The Council agreed a request from the Mathry Knitting & Crochet Group to do a knitting/crochet Bomb 

       (decoration of lamp posts, fences etc in the village) to mark the Queen’s 90th Birthday celebration.

10.   DOG FOULING IN CASTLEMORRIS

        Cllr. R Lamb requested the Clerk obtain some dog fouling signs for Castlemorris where there is a 

        considerable problem with dog mess.
11.   REHOBOTH CHAPEL SIGN
        Cllr. Lyndon Richards asked again if there was a possibility of having a sign on the main road at Square & 

        Compass both for the Chapel and because the Chapel House is now for sale.   C Cllr. D Rees will look into    

        this.

12.   ORIEL Y PARC EXHIBITION – ST DAVIDS
        The major Constable painting of Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows is now on display at Oriel y Parc.
13.   SPEED OF TRACTORS 

         Brian Davies raised concerns about tractors speeding.   It was generally agreed that this was a major 

         problem, especially at this time of year.


Signed ………………………………………..

Date  ………………………………………..

