 NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 2nd February 2016.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
E. Rogers, E. Feetham, J Griffiths, D Hole, R. Platt, S Radford-Smith, S Rees, D. Norcross and D. Rigby.

124/16
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr D Duckfield, Cllr H Langen and Cllr L Tucker. 
125/16
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Cllr Rigby declared an interest in the planning application for Jesse Road/Station Approach.
126/16
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)
The minutes of the meeting held on the 5th January 2015 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Norcross and agreed by full Council.  Councillor Norcross did raise his opinion that item 115/16 should refer to Cllr J Griffiths as the possible Mayor for next year in view of the forthcoming elections in May.
127/16
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Car Park meeting.  The Clerk reminded Council of the forthcoming meeting with the County Council and the Chamber of Trade regarding the Car Parking in Narberth.
b)
New Traffic Order.  The Clerk had received confirmation from Ben Blake that the new traffic order for double yellow lines only refers to the Bentley Villas/Croft Villas junction.  The lines on Station Road already exist.
c)
Bushes Lane.  The Clerk reported that Glen Codd has asked his Supervisors to inspect the Lane.  Cllr Rees stated that the County Council had been to clean the Lane but following the rugby on the Saturday, the next day the Lane was full of plastic cups and detritus from the Rugby Club.  Unfortunately as the dustbins used are plastic domestic bins without lids, they are easily knocked or blown over by the wind and all the rubbish is blown down the Lane.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to report 
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this to the Rugby Club and to point out that the County Council had done a good job clearing up the Lane that week, only for it to be returned to its poor state following the Rugby match on the Saturday.  maybe someone could check the Lane following the games to pick up the rubbish that has come from the Rugby Club. 
d)
Queen’s Hall.  The Clerk reported on an email from the Admin Manager which stated that there is no confusion on the administration or finance side in relation to the hire of the Balcony Room.  However, trustees are not circulated rotas for when the Room is in use.  The Trustees are aware of the heating issues and are working hard to solve these.     
e)
Under-croft.  The Clerk stated that she had checked the Under-croft after the really heavy spells of rain and that although rain was still entering the Under-croft, there were no pools of water, just very wet beams and a wet floor.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will continue to chase for this to be repaired.  Cllr Rees agreed to have a word with Mrs Price to see if her son Murray could look at it.
128/16
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:   (Agenda item 5)

There was nothing to report from County Cllr Evans or County Cllr Morse in their absence.
129/16
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)
a)
Donations.  Thank you letters had been received from the Queen’s Hall and the Narberth Museum for the Town Council’s donation for 2015/16.
b)
PAVS.  The Clerk had received a copy of the Events Guide request form for details of events to be included in this year’s guide, April – December 2016.  It was resolved that the Clerk would ask for the Beacon for the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations on April 21st 2016 to go into the guide.
c)
Mayor’s Nominated Charity.  The Clerk had received letters from Tenovus and Teenage Cancer Trust Wales asking if the incoming Mayor would consider them as their Charity of the Year.  

d)
Hywel Dda.  The Clerk had received an apology from Hywel Dda for the confusion they caused by giving two dates for the Transformation of Mental 
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Health Services Engagement Event.  The correct date was the 15th January, not the 19th.  Accordingly, the Clerk had passed this information on to Cllr Rees as the Council’s representative.

e)
County Council’s Improvement Objectives 2016/17.  The Clerk had forwarded this email on to Councillors in order that they could submit their views to the County Council by the 1st February 2016.

f)
Sports Wales.  The Clerk had emailed members the advertisement for an Appointment of Chair for Sports Wales from the Welsh Assembly.  This is a 2 days per week commitment for a term of 3 years.
g)
Activity Wales.  The Clerk reported on the new events added for the 2016 season plus VIP Long Course Charity Entry which is now available.  The Clerk had forwarded this email on to members.

h)
Disability Wales.  The Clerk reported on the Society’s Newsletter and confirmed that Disability Wales has been awarded a funding package by the Welsh Government totalling £600,000 over the next three years, which means that Disability Wales is no longer at risk of closure.
i)
PAVS Training Programme.  The Clerk reported on PAVS new Training Programme.
j)
Education Consultation.  The Clerk reported on an email she had received regarding the County Council’s proposal to expand Welsh Medium education provision.  The Consultation Report has been published and can be found on the County Council’s website.  The Clerk has forwarded this link on to members.
k)
Playpark.  The Clerk reported on the need for planning permission to erect the exercise equipment on the Town Moor.  The cost to the Town Council is £190.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Council would pay for this application and that the Clerk would vire funds to cover the cost.  The Clerk will complete and return the planning application form.  All members were in favour of this.

l)
Narberth Museum.  The Clerk reported on the Museum’s proposed pancake race on Tuesday 16th February between 10.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  Members had no objections to this and wished the Museum every success.  The Council were also agreeable for the Town Crier to be utilised at the event.
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The Clerk had received an acknowledgement from the Museum thanking the Council for their donation for 2015/16 and for their continued support.  Mrs Griffiths stated that she would be happy to come along and report on the progress and future plans for the Museum if the Council so wished. 





IT WAS RESOLVED to invite Mrs Griffiths to the March meeting of Council.

m)
Section 137.  The Clerk informed members that the maximum sum for expenditure for the financial year 2016/17 is £7.42 per elector.

n)
Donation - Elly’s Ward 10 Flag.  The Clerk had received a financial request towards Elly’s Ward 10 appeal and this will be kept until the March meeting of Council.


A request for financial support has also been received from the Urdd.

o)
Narberth A Cappella Festival.  The Clerk informed Council that Span Arts have invited the Mayor to the pre-festival reception at the Q Gallery, Queen’s Hall, on Friday 19th February 2016.
p)
BBC X-Ray.  The Clerk reported on the email she had circulated to members asking to hear from disabled people in Wales on access barriers faced when using public transport – in particular bus, rail and taxis.  

q)
One Voice Wales.  The Clerk had received a copy of the Agenda and draft minutes for the meeting held on the 27th January 2016.

r)
Support for Town Councils.  The Clerk reported on a letter from the County Council regarding the draft charter and their intention to pilot named senior managers to attend Council meetings and contribute to the Agenda as appropriate.  It is likely that the County Council will consider a further report on this at its meeting on the 22nd February and any comments from Town Councils would be appreciated.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should inform Dr Jones that Narberth Town Council would welcome and appreciate a designated officer.

s)
Bustop.  The Clerk had received a copy of the balance sheet as at 31st May 2015 from the Bustop Youth Project.
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t)
Milford Haven Town Band.  The Clerk had provisionally booked the band for the Civic Parade on Sunday 24th July, but this will depend on the availability of players etc., before it can be confirmed.  It was agreed that Civic Week will cover the cost of the band.  

u)
Planning Aid Wales.  The Clerk reported on the future Training Events to be held in the area.

v)
Draft Local Government (Wales) Bill.  The Clerk had received an email from One Voice Wales with regard to the consultation events on the Draft Bill.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Council would go with the One Voice Wales’ response to the Bill.  

w)
NatWest Bank.  The Clerk had been informed that the Town Council’s statement date will be changed to the 5th of the month as from the 15th April 2016.

x)
Convergence Funding.  The Clerk had received a brochure on Convergence Funding and what it has done for Pembrokeshire from the County Council.

y)
A478.  The Clerk had received an email stating that a motorcyclist finds the road surface on the A478 into Narberth from Penblewin really bad as well as the camber being completely wrong and states that this stretch of road needs to be completely resurfaced for safety reasons, due to the amount of accidents that have occurred on this stretch of the highway.   





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should forward this email on to the County Council.  Cllr Radford-Smith declared an interest as the email is a family member.
z)
Dyfed.  The Clerk reported on a letter received from Cllr Peter Stock regarding the Welsh Government’s consultation to re-create the former Dyfed local authority area.  Cllr Stock urged the Council to respond to this consultation and to say NO to Dyfed.
aa)
PLANED.  The Clerk had received notification of entry to the Pembrokeshire Festival and Events Guide 2016.  

bb)
Accounts.  The Clerk had received a copy of the unaudited accounts from the Football Club.
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would accept these and would release the donation cheque for 2015/16.

The Clerk had received a copy of the bank statements dating back to 2012 and a spreadsheet of this year’s activities from Narberth Youth Theatre.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would accept these and the Clerk could release the Council’s donation for 2015/16.  Cllr Radford-Smith and Cllr Griffiths declared an interest in this item and accordingly did not make any comments.  
cc)
Queen’s 90th Birthday.  The Clerk had received a guide on taking part in events to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday on April 21st 2016, which she had forwarded on to Council members.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Council would light a beacon on the Town Moor Car Park in celebration of this event. 
130/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  
(Agenda item 7)
130.1 
    Planning Applications:
a)
15/1068/PA  12 St James Street – Two storey rear extension – No objection.
b)
15/1044/PA  Land off Jesse Road & Station Road – Variation of condition 1,2,5 and 13-18 of planning permission 12/0316/PA relating to Foul drainage and code for sustainable homes – Council are concerned in relation to the removal of conditions 13 and 14 as the Town Council are aware that there are problems with the public sewerage system within the town and they wish for this system to be protected for both sewage and surface water disposal.  

130.2
    Planning Decisions:  

a)
15/0934/PA  Narberth Community Primary School – Single classroom extension – Conditionally approved.
b)
15/0955/PA  Coomaasie, Redstone Road – Alterations and extension – Conditionally approved.

c)
15/0639/PA  Bryngwyn, The Crescent – Erection of dwelling – Appeal- which will be decided on written representations.
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131/16 
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)
a) 
Pathway, Jesse Road.  Members were informed that the new footpath next to the Football field in Jesse Road is full of plastic bottles and empty cans following a home match. 





IT WAS RESOLVED that a letter should be sent to the Football Club to ask them to clear up the rubbish from the footpath following their home games.

b)
Gas meter. Cllr Griffiths agreed to purchase a replacement door and to fit it to the Gas Meter at the Town Hall on behalf of the Town Council.  

c)
Station Road.  Cllr Griffiths mentioned the problems with flooding on this stretch of the highway by Greenway House and was informed that the County Council are looking into this.

d)
Narberth Bridge Industrial Estate.  Reports of fly-tipping have been received along the public footpath with planks of wood being left there with nails sticking out of them.  Also concerns regarding the lack of definition of where the footpath is.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would report this to the County Council.

f)
Charles Salmon Gardens.  Cllr Rees agreed to chase the builder who undertook the work on the Town Hall wall to replace the plaque he removed and to pull the light fittings back through the wall.
132/16  LIBRARY:  (Agenda item 9)

Cllr Rees expressed her concern that the same thing is going to happen with the Library as happened previously with the Swimming Pool, as nothing has been forthcoming from County Council with regard to the takeover of the Library and that it will all be a last minute rush to get everything in place by the 1st April 2016.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would write to Mr Barry Cooke, Property, Pembrokeshire County Council, to see what is going on.
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133/16  MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   (Agenda item 10)
a)
Pavements and pot holes.  Cllr Rogers had attended a site visit with Emrys from the County Council to look at the uneven pavements and potholes in Narberth.  A lot of these issues are the result of all the heavy rain causing the slabs to lift.  Emrys informed Cllr Rogers that the pavements are checked once a month and that work is being carried out to resolve the issues.  On the walk around town Cllr Rogers and Emrys identified two sunken drains near the Dragon Inn and Emrys agreed to look at the Drang in James John Close which has a deep dip along the middle.

b)
Free Wi-Fi.  Cllr Norcross stated that the Chamber of Trade has met with the people dealing with the free Wi-Fi to look for suitable locations to place the transformers.  One flaw is that it requires superfast broadband which costs £30 per month rental.

c)
One Voice Wales.  Cllr Norcross informed members that there is a new Chairman.  Cllr Norcross suggested that when the planning training is held, if Councillors are unable to attend, then it may be an idea to get together with other Councils to have the training locally and for the Councils concerned to pay for this training between them.  Cllr Norcross also highlighted the practice followed by Saundersfoot by way of them holding a public meeting following the preparation of their Precept in order to tell the public what they are proposing to do.  Although not many people attended the meeting, those who did were happy with the reasons given by the Community Council.
134/16
FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 11)

134.1
 Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg -
Direct Debit.
  £457.68

b)
Bank Interest for November - 

         .

134.2
Payments due:

a)
Smith of Derby (Town Clock  3 year service agreement)

£594.00

b) 
Glyn Edwards Office Equipment – stationery.



£  28.38

c)
One Voice Wales membership.





£380.00
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d)
PCC Planning application fee.





£190.00




IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed by 
Cllr Platt seconded by Cllr Feetham and agreed by full Council.
Signed ………………………………………….

Date ………………………  
 
    Mayor
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