 NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 5th January 2016.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
E. Rogers, E. Feetham, R. Platt, S Rees, D. Norcross,



D. Rigby and L Tucker.  County Cllr Morse joined the meeting at 8.30 p.m.
Prior to the start of tonight’s meeting, Mr David Bannister from Antur Teifi gave the Council a presentation on free public Wi-Fi and the benefits for Narberth.  The Town Council fully support this initiative.
110/16
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

The Clerk reported that Cllr Duckfield had written to request an extension to his leave of absence due to his on-going health issues.  




IT WAS RESOLVED to extend the statutory 6 month period.

Apologies were received from Cllr D Duckfield, Cllr J Griffiths, Cllr D Hole, 
Cllr H Langen and Cllr S Radford-Smith. 
111/16
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

Members declared an interest in the Precept items in relation to the various groups that they are connected with.
112/16
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)
The minutes of the meeting held on the 1st December 2015 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed by full Council.
113/16
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Car Park.  The Clerk reported that the meeting between the Town Council, the Chamber of Trade and the County Council will be held on Wednesday 17th February at 10.30 a.m., meeting at the Car Park.
b)
Play Park.  The Clerk reported on an email received from the County Council regarding future 106 monies, which stated that the open access monies is not 
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eligible for activities relating to drainage of the Town Moor.
c)
Proposed Pedestrian Crossing.  The Clerk informed Council that Cllr Norcross attended a site meeting with Mr Blake and that work is to commence this month.  The Clerk had forwarded copies of the scheme on to Councillors.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should thank Mr Blake for his co-operation and assistance with this matter.

d)
Post Office.  The Clerk reported on the reply she had received from the Post Office, which stated that until the Post Office go into consultation on their plans, they cannot provide further details but have informed the relevant teams of the Council’s interest in the matter.
114/16
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:   (Agenda item 5)

There was nothing to report from County Cllr Evans.  County Cllr Morse stated that he is willing to assist with the Town Council’s endeavours to have the speed limit reduced to 40 mph on the A478 into Narberth from Penblewin.
115/16
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)
a)
New Traffic Order.  The Clerk reported on a new traffic order to remove parking from the junction at Bentley Villas/Croft Villas which currently causes turning and access problems.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council have no objection to this, but were concerned as on the plan attached was a yellow line running along Station Road.  The Council does not wish for this and the Clerk was to check that the Traffic Order only relates to the junction at Bentley Villas/Croft Villas.  
b)
Town Hall Clock.  The Clerk had received an email from Smith of Derby asking if the Council wish to renew their Contract for three years again at the 2012 prices.  If so, the renewal price is £495 plus VAT.  If not, then the renewal price for 2016 will be £178 plus VAT.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council would do the three year contract and the Clerk will ensure that a Councillor is present at the next annual service in order to understand the workings of the clock and the weekly maintenance requirements.
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c)
Ras Iaith.  The Clerk reported on the Fun Relay Run for the welsh language which passes through Narberth on the 8th July 2016. 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should pass this information on to Cllr Griffiths for his diary as he will be the Mayor when the event takes place.

d)
Hywel Dda.  The Clerk reported on an Invitation to attend a Transformation of Mental Health Services Engagement Event which is being held at the Queens Hall on the 15th January 2016 between 6 – 8 p.m.

e)
Road Safety Review.  The Clerk reported on the Welsh Government findings of this Review.  The area referred to for Narberth is the main road from Llanddewi Velfrey to Robeston Wathen and the findings are that the existing speed limit is to be retained at 60 mph.  Engineering work will commence in 2019/20 at the earliest to improve road safety.  Improvements to the A40 Llanddewi to Penblewin are to be progressed in line with the National Transport Finance Plan 2015.  Further details can be found at www.traffic-wales.com/Trunkroadsafetyreview.aspx 
f)
Disability Wales.  The Clerk reported on the email she had received from Disability Wales stating that they are overwhelmed by the amount of kind words of support they have received after hearing the devastating blow of possible closure.  Messages of support can be left on the society’s website www.disabilitywales.org/benefit-changes in the comment box.

g)
Car Parking issues.  The Clerk reported on a copy of a letter sent to Cllr Lewis from the Secretary of the Future Forum with regard to possible long term solutions to help with Narberth’s parking problems.  This has been forwarded to Cllr Rees and Cllr Griffiths who are representing the Town Council at the joint meeting with Pembrokeshire Council and the Chamber of Trade.  Cllr Rees asked if Angela Burns AM could be approached to find out if money is available from the Welsh Assembly and Cllr Norcross informed Council that he already has paperwork on this which he will forward to Cllr Rees.  The Clerk suggested that maybe a meeting between the Council’s representatives and the Chamber of Trade prior to the 17th February would be of assistance.  
h)
Free Wi-Fi.  Cllr Norcross informed Council that the Chamber of Trade will be taking up the offer of Free Wi-Fi in the High Street for Narberth.  The Town Council will be kept informed and involved with any decisions made, but the Chamber will be the main contact for the system.  It is hoped that the Wi-Fi will be installed at six locations within the town, serving the whole centre.  Members 
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were in favour of this.
i)
CWGC. The Clerk had received a letter from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission informing the Town Council that they are withdrawing their annual maintenance payment of £80 from 2016.
j)
Grace Church.  For the minutes, the Clerk stated that all Councillors had been invited to the Traditional Christmas Carol Service on the 20th December 2015.  Members had been informed of this by the Clerk via email and telephone.

k)
SLCC.  The Clerk informed Council that she had been awarded a 2014-2016 National Salary Award, which was to be implemented from the 1st January 2015.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Council would honour this salary award and back-date it to the 1st January 2015.
l)
Council Tax Base – Financial year 2016/17.  The Clerk had received the form for the Precept request from the County Council together with notification that this will be paid in three instalments on the 29th April 2016, 26th August 2016 and the 30th December 2016.
116/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  
(Agenda item 7)
116.1 
    Planning Applications:
a)
15/0955/PA  Coomaasie, Redstone Road – Alteration and extension – No Objection.  Cllr Norcross declared an interest in this application as the applicant is known to him through the Scout movement and accordingly did not vote on the item.
b)
15/0934/PA  Narberth CP School – Single classroom extension – No Objection.

116.2
    Planning Decisions:  

a)
15/0791/PA – 7 Bridge Hill – Proposed two dormers to rear of property – Conditionally Approved.

b)
15/0799/PA  - Gilgarant, 1 Adams Drive – Erection of a new dwelling – Renewal of planning permission 10/0613/PA – Conditionally Approved.

c)
15/0907/PN – Sunnybank Residential Home – Prior notification of site for residential development – Refused.
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117/16 
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)
a)
Castle.  Cllr Norcross reported that part of the Fencing at the Castle has disappeared.  




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will pass this on to Melissa Howells due to the Health and Safety issues.
b)
Potholes.  Cllr Tucker reported on the extremely bad potholes in St James Street.  Members also discussed the pothole at the entrance to Cawdor Court and the raised pavement slabs in Narberth.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would report the potholes to the County Council and that Cllr Rogers would attend a site meeting with Emrys Llewellyn from the County Council’s Templeton Depot to show him the whereabouts of the raised pavement slabs.
c)
Bushes Lane.  Cllr Rees stated that the footpath at Bushes Lane and the new path around the Rugby field are never cleaned.  It appears that the street cleaner only goes up as far as the hedgerow and there is a lot of debris both in Bushes Lane and on the new footpath.  Cllr Rees asked if the County Council could be asked to include this area on the rota for street-cleaning in Narberth. 






IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should make this request.

d)
Publicity.  Cllr Rogers informed Council that Narberth was rated number 6 in the top ten friendliest places in Britain by the Daily Mirror.

e)
Queen’s Hall.  Members discussed the apparent confusion over when the Council have meetings booked for the Balcony Room, as when members and a guest speaker arrived for tonight’s meeting the room was in the middle of being re-painted.   The Council were also concerned about the lack of heat as members had to keep their coats on even though there was a new heater on the wall.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would write to confirm the Council’s requirements for the Balcony Room and also report the lack of heat.

f)
Narberth Museum.  Cllr Feetham asked if the Council should send a letter of congratulations to Mrs Pauline Griffiths, Curator of Narberth Museum, on being 
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awarded the MBE.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should send this letter.

g)
Undercroft.  Cllr Feetham asked if anyone has checked the water ingress in the Town Hall and it was agreed that the Clerk will do this.

118/16  LIBRARY:  (Agenda item 9)

Cllr Rees stated that she has nothing to report other than the Committee were looking at the possibility of housing the Library in Bloomfield.  Cllr Rees has emailed Marc Tierney today for an up-date, but has not heard back yet.  The Clerk will keep this item on the Agenda until an outcome is reached.

119/16   CHRISTMAS LIGHTS:      (Agenda item 10)
Members agreed that the lights this year were very good and the Clerk stated that she is awaiting an invoice from the Contractor for the money retained by the Council until the lights are dismantled and restored to the Town Hall.  The Clerk stated that to date, she has not received a donation for the Lights from the Chamber of Trade.

120/16   MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:  



(Agenda item 11)
There was nothing to report.

121/16
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:  (Agenda item 12)

The Clerk worked through the Precept calculation for 2016/17 as agreed by the Finance Committee and presented members with a copy of the report showing how the Precept figure was obtained.  The minimum Precept requirement for 2016/17 is £46,000.  




IT WAS RESOLVED to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee that the Precept be set at £46,000 and the Clerk was thanked for all the work she did in preparing the figures.
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122/16
FINANCIAL REPORT:   (Agenda item 13)

122.1
 Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg -
Direct Debit.
  £     457.68

b)
Bank Interest for November - 


   .97

c)
PCC – Precept 3rd instalment - 

£13,667.00
 
122.2
Payments due:

a)
Sky Cam Contracts – Retention





£  1,080.00



IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed by 
Cllr Rogers seconded by Cllr Platt and agreed by full Council.
Signed ………………………………………….

Date ………………………  
 
    Mayor
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