 NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 2nd June 2015.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
E. Rogers, J. Griffiths, E. Feetham, D. Hole, H Langen, R. Platt, 




S Rees, Cllr D. Rigby and L. Tucker.

16/15
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Cllr Duckfield, Cllr Norcross and Cllr Radford-Smith and County Cllr Evans. 
17/15
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 2)

There were no declarations made.

18/15
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   (Agenda item 3)
The minutes of the meetings held on the 5th May 2015 was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham, seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by all members present.

19/15
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 4)

a)
Belmore Gardens.  The Clerk reported on an email she had received from Ben Blake which states that the bid submission had already been submitted and was successful.  However, this is in respect of road safety for pedestrian crossing facilities on High Street/Spring Gardens.  Ben stated that he would ask Alan Hunt to re-examine the ramp issue.  Cllr Langen reminded Council that there was money set aside for this ramp ten years ago but due to issues with the owner of the land, the proposal was turned down.
b)
Halkon Crescent.  The Clerk reported on an email she had received from the County Council stating that Building Maintenance will carry out an initial feasibility survey and will let the Town Council know the situation regarding any potential parking improvements.
c)
Pavements.  The Clerk had received an email from the County Council stating that the County Council’s Supervisor has been asked to inspect the pavement in Station Road. 
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d)
Internal Audit.  The Clerk reported that Mr Williams had undertaken the Internal Audit for the Council and as in previous years, a donation for this is to be divided between the Winter Carnival and Civic Week.




IT WAS RESOLVED to send a thank you letter to 

Mr Williams.

e)
Ombudsman.  The Clerk stated that she had not put the information on the Council’s webpage regarding the Code of Conduct for Councillors as the information was for Councillors themselves.  Cllr Langen thought that this should still go on the website and, 




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask the County Council if a link could be put on the Town Council’s front page.
20/15
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:   (Agenda item 5)

There was nothing to report from County Cllr Evans or County Cllr Morse.

21/15
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 6)
a)
St Andrew’s Churchyard.  The Clerk stated that Mr Chris Viggars had informed her that following the recent high winds, there are two branches hanging down from a tree in the Churchyard which Mr Viggars will remove for the Council free of charge.   Cllr Rees commented on the state of the Churchyard which the Church cuts as this looks a mess and the grass in-between the gravestones has not been cut.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the Church Warden.
b)
Chamber of Trade.  The Clerk reported on a letter she had received from the Chamber of Trade with regard to the lack of development at the old CP School.  The Chamber stated that they are asking for a meeting with the County Council in order to address their concerns and to find out what is going on and asked if the Town Council would like to be included in this meeting.  The Chamber also suggested that Angela Burns be invited.  The Town Council fully supported this and added that they thought that Simon Hart should be invited too.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk would reply to the Chamber stating that the Council do wish to be included in the joint meeting and to suggest that Simon Hart is also approached.
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c)
Community Learning.  The Clerk reported on the Learning in the future sessions which is being held by the County Council.  One of these sessions is to be held at the Bloomfield Centre on Thursday 18th June between 7 – 8.30 p.m.

d)
Pensions Regulator.  The Clerk stated that she had received an email asking for a point of contact name and details by the 30th June 2015 where communication about the new legal duties can be sent.  The Clerk stated that she had given her details for this.
e)
Result of Uncontested Election.  The Clerk had received a notice from the Election Office stating that Cllr Tucker has been elected as a Councillor on to Narberth Town Council without contest.
f)
Town Hall.  Now that the window had been replaced at the Undercroft, the Clerk asked if the Council wished for her to contact Mr Wakely regarding replacing the iron bars as previously quoted for at a cost of approximately £385.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should organise this and also contact the Structural Engineer again regarding the water ingress as to  date, no site visit has been made. 

g)
WI.  The Clerk had received a telephone call from Narberth WI stating that they wished to purchase a bench or a tree for Narberth to mark their 100 year anniversary as they wished to do something for the town.  The WI wished to know where the best location would be for a bench and discussed outside Nobles, the Town Moor and on the pathway around the Rugby field.  The WI also wished to varnish their current bench which is outside the Library. 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council felt outside Nobles would be the best place for a bench to replace the one that was there previously.  The Council are also happy for the WI to have their current bench re-varnished.

h)
Scouts.  The Clerk had received a thank you letter from the Scouts for the donation towards funds for the 2015 World Scout Jamboree in Japan.
i)
Licensing Act 2003.  The Clerk had received a letter from the Senior Licensing Officer at Pembrokeshire County Council stating that due to a recent review of their Data Protection processes, it has become apparent that it is no longer possible to consult with Town and Community Councils in relation to licence application for Premises Licenses and Club Premises Certificated located in their area.  The letter stated that if the Council have any queries about licensing matters then the Licensing Officer would be happy to attend one of the Town 
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Council’s meetings to answer any question.  





IT WAS RESOLVED to invite the Licensing Officer to meet with the Town Council to discuss various issues and to improve communication.  

j)
Cricket Club.  The Clerk had received the Treasurer’s Report and Financial Information from Narberth Cricket Club.  The Town Council’s donation will now be released.

k)
S4c.  The Clerk had received an email from S4c stating that they are making a series for S4c called DNA Cymru and that they will be coming to Narberth Museum on Wednesday 8th July.  Whilst in town, they intend filming in and around Narberth.  There will be a small crew of four people and they will not be obstructing any public right of way, but just filming some general shots of the town. 





IT WAS RESOLVED that this will be in order.

l)
Planning Aid Wales.  The Clerk had received an email from Planning Aid Wales asking for host councils to provide a venue for training free of charge which is large enough to accommodate a maximum of 20 attendees, available for three hours between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m., provide access to a laptop, projector and screen and light refreshments such as tea and coffee.  In return the successful Council will receive two free spaces at one of the popular planning training courses.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Swimming Pool conference room would be able to accommodate this training.

m)
Planning (Wales) Bill.  The Clerk reported that this Bill has now progressed to stage 3 of 4 stages of scrutiny.  Stage 3 involves further detailed consideration of the Bill by the whole Assembly.  To keep up to date with the Bill as it is shaped by the people of Wales, members are asked to visit www.senedd.assembly.wale4s/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=11271>
n)
Remembrance Day 2015.  The Clerk had received an email from Regimental Sergeant Major G M Rhoades, 14 Signal Regiment, Cawdor Barracks, Haverfordwest, asking if the Town Council would like the use of marching troops at this year’s Remembrance Parade.  Last year 8 soldiers were provided.   As clearance forms have to be submitted early, the Clerk had confirmed that this was so and upon checking tonight with the Council,
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Town Council wished for this and the information will be passed on to Ralph Dunbar. 
o)
Age Concern.  The Clerk had received a letter from Age Concern stating that they are reviewing and developing their membership.  Members agreed to renew their membership with this organisation.   

p)
Brochures.  The Clerk has received brochures from HAGS Playgrounds, Glasdon and Proludic.

22/15 
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  
(Agenda item 7)
22.1
a)  15/0132/PA  Sodston Manor, Sodston – Change of use of listed building to   an Independent School together with siting of new classroom buildings and toilet block within grounds – No objection.

b)  15/0134/LB  Sodston Manor, Sodston – Change of use of Grade II Listed Building to an Independent School – No objection.

c)  15/0205/LB  Blaenmarlais Residential Home, Redstone Road – Internal alterations to the main house and separately to rear roadside extension – No objection.

Cllr Griffiths declared an interest in item 22.1 (a) and (b) as he is working at    Sodston Manor and accordingly did not vote on the application.

22.2
Planning Permission was granted to:
a)  14/1200/PA  Hill Rise, Coxhill – Demolition of Garage/Store and construction of new garage, utility and shower room.

b)  14/1186/PA  2 Church Street – Erection of Garage.

c)  14/0524/PA  Highmeadows, Coxhill – Extend existing garage to create overflow accommodation and new carport.

22.3

Variation or Removal of Condition:

a)  14/1141/PA  Removal of condition 1 (restricted occupancy period) of planning permission 09/0670/PA – Castle Mead, The Bridge, Narberth.
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23/15
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 8)
a)
Queen’s Hall.  Cllr Langen asked if a letter could be sent to the Queen’s Hall to request that a door release button be installed on the main door at the Queen’s Hall to aid easy entry/exit to the building for disabled/elderly and people with prams/buggies etc.  An example of this can be found at Lloyds Chemist on the High Street.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should make this request to the Queen’s Hall and Cllr Rogers was asked to bring it up at the next Queen’s Hall Committee meeting.  
b)
Traders.  Cllr Hole stated that a lot of traders are receiving parking tickets when they are loading/unloading their cars and vans.
c)
Town Hall.  Cllr Feetham asked where the two hanging basket brackets had gone from the back wall of the Town Hall.  Cllr Rees stated that she would ask the Contractor who repaired the wall if he knew of their whereabouts.  Cllr Feetham stated that the flower boxes and window boxes are being put up on Friday at the Queen’s Hall and the top of the High Street.  It was agreed that the Clerk would ask for a notice to be put in the newspaper requesting that no banners are put on the railings outside Hill House as these damage the plants and that any banners left there would be removed.  

d)
One-Way.  Cllr Griffiths asked if a one-way sign could be erected at the Junction of St James Street, opposite the Chip Shop, as cars were attempting to go up the one-way street in order to gain a parking space outside the Red Cross Shop.  






IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should make this request to the County Council.

e)
Grass cutting.  Cllr Griffiths declared an interest as he lives in Mill Lane and reported that the grass is very overgrown and slippery at the Bridge in Mill Lane and that some of the handrails on the bridge are broken.  Cllr Griffiths was concerned as children play here and could slip in to the water.





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.

f)
Castle Corner.  Cllr Griffiths again raised his concerns with regards to cars parking on Castle Corner with the back of the vehicle sticking out into the road.  Cllr Griffiths said that this made passing difficult and that he had been to the 
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Police Station about it.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should report this to the County Council to ask if the Traffic Wardens could keep an eye on the situation.  
g)
Market Day.  Cllr Griffiths stated that he was surprised that there is not a weekly Market in Narberth given that Narberth is known as a Market Town.  Members informed Cllr Griffiths that years ago there used to be a cattle street market in the town on Thursdays and that is where the connection comes from.   Following discussion, 







IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Griffiths and Cllr Hole will look into this further with the Chamber of Trade and St David’s Council who hold a small weekly street market.

h)
Noise nuisance.  Cllr Rogers declared an interest as her daughter works at the Rugby Club and stated that the Police had received complaints with regard to the noise coming from the Marquee outside the Rugby Club during recent events.  Cllr Rogers added that unfortunately, this is not encouraging anyone to put further events on in the town.

i)
Recycling bins.  Cllr Rogers stated that she was shocked to see that the recycling bins on the Town Moor Car Park had been replaced with wheelie bins which are not secured to the area by any means.  As the bottle bank in Narberth is the second most used recycling point in Pembrokeshire, 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask for these bins to be secured to prevent them from being moved.

j)
Back Lane.  Cllr Rees stated that wheelie bins are still being left at the entrance to Back Lane, blocking the highway.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report that this is still occurring to the County Council.

k)
Bloomfield.  Cllr Rees asked if future planning applications for Bloomfield could be requested via the Town Council.  Members were in favour of this as the Council own the building and felt that they should come via them anyway.    




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should ask Bloomfield for a copy of their current Building Insurance and Gas safety certificate for audit 
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of legal responsibilities.  
l)
Rubbish Bins.  Cllr Rogers reported that the solar bins had been removed from outside the old CP School, Hill House and Nobles. 
m)
Overgrown hedge.  Cllr Rogers reported on the overgrown hedge along the new pathway at Kiln Park Road to the new School.




IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this to the County Council.

n)
Pothole.  Cllr Rogers has received complaints of a large pothole at the top end of St James Street. 





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will report this.  The Clerk reminded Councillors of their responsibilities and the need to report issues straight away to the County Council’s Service Line.  It was agreed that the Clerk will forward these contact details on again to members.  
24/15
MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:    (Agenda item 9)

Play Park Committee.  Cllr Griffiths stated that he would like to be on the Play Park Committee and it was agreed that Cllr Griffiths would be invited to the next meeting.

25/15
PERSON OF THE YEAR:  (Agenda item 10)

The Clerk asked if the Council wished for a piece to go in the paper for nominations for this year’s Person of the Year. 




IT WAS RESOLVED that this request should go in the local paper with nominations to be sent to the Clerk by Friday 3rd July 2015.
26/15    CAR PARK:  (Agenda item 11)
The Clerk read out an email from County Cllr Evans which stated that the Working Party would start at the end of June and meetings would be held at County Hall.  County Cllr Evans stated that the Town Council could appoint two people for this Working Party and asked for the Council to come up with feasible ideas and suggestions on how the Car Park issues can be fully addressed.  
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IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Rees and Cllr Hole will represent the Town Council and members asked if a representative from the Chamber of Trade could be included in the Working Party.
27/15 
MEMBERS INTERESTS:  (Agenda item 12)  

The Clerk asked for the completed forms for Members interest in order that she can put them on the Council’s website as she is legally bound to do.  Members agreed to get these to the Clerk as soon as possible.  The Clerk also stated that she needed to know the Councillors party affiliation if any and whether or not any member had been co-opted onto Council.  Following discussion, only Cllr Hole was co-opted onto Narberth Town Council.

28/15
RECEIVE AND APPROVE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT:   (Agenda item 13)

The Clerk reported that the Notice of Audit had been displayed on the Council’s two notice boards from the 11th May 2015 to the 24th May 2015.  Records will be  available from the 26th May 2015 to the 22nd June 2015.  The Clerk stated that the Internal Audit had been carried out and Section 4 of the Audit form had been completed.  All was found to be in order.
29/15
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 14)

29.1  
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg -
Direct Debit.
  £   457.68

b)
HMRC (VAT reimbursement)

£2,564.48
29.2
Payments due:
a)
British Gas - 


£       8.85   

b)
Stamps (100 x 1st Class) -

£     63.00

c)
Tenby Observer (Newspaper week) -

£     48.00

d)
Scaffold 2000 Ltd -

£   693.00

e)
Vaughtons -


£   414.60
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f)
Chris Viggars (Church x3 cuts)

£   360.00

g)
Chris Viggars (Castle x2 cuts)

£     75.00

h)
HMRC


£   101.16



IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham seconded by Cllr Griffiths and agreed by full Council.
Signed ………………………………………….

Date ………………………



 
    Mayor
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