
NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF AUDIT  

AND RIGHT TO INSPECT THE ANNUAL RETURN 

FOR THE YEARS ENDED 

31 MARCH 2021, 2022, 2023 

 

Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 Section 29 

Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 

 

 

 1. The audit of accounts for the Johnston Community Council for the years ended 

31 March 2021, 2022, 2023 has been concluded. 

 

 

 

2. The annual return is available for inspection by any local government elector 
for the area of the Johnston Community Council on application to: 

 

(a) Insert name, position and 

address of person  to 

whom local government 

electors should apply to 

inspect the annual return 

(a)Peter Horton (Clerk to the Council)  

    Greenland, Clarbeston Road, Pembrokeshire SA63 4QP 

 

   ___________________________________________________ 

 

   ___________________________________________________ 

 

(b) Insert the times between 

which a local government 

elector may apply to 

inspect the annual return  

 

  

 between 9am and 5pm pm on Mondays to Fridays  

 

 (excluding public holidays), when any local government elector may make 

copies of the annual return. 

 

 

(c) Insert a reasonable sum 

for copying costs 

 

 

 

3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector on payment of (c) 

 

  £ - for each copy of the annual return. 

(d) Insert name and position 

of person placing the 

notice 

 

 

(d) PETER HORTON (CLERK TO THE COUNCIL) 

(e) Insert date of placing of 

the notice  

 

 

(e) 18/12/2023 



HYSBYSIAD AM GWBLHAU ARCHWILIAD  

AC AM YR HAWL I AROLYGU’R COFNOD BLYNYDDOL 

COFNOD BLYNYDDOEDD AM Y FLWYDDYN YN GORFFEN  

31 MAWRTH 2021, 2022 a 2023 

 

Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 Section 29 

Rheoliadau Cyfrifon ac Archwilio (Cymru) 2014 

 

 

 1. Mae archwiliadau cyfrifon dros [enw'r Cyngor] ar gyfer y blynyddoedd Sy’n 

gorffen ar 31 Mawrth 2021, 2022 a 2023 wedi’u cwblhau. 

 

 

 

2. Mae’r cofnod blynyddol ar gael i’w arolygu gan etholwyr llywodraeth leol 
ardal [enw'r Cyngor] trwy wneud cais at: 

(a) Rhowch enw, swydd a 

chyfeiriad y person y dylai 

etholwyr llywodraeth leol 

wneud cais iddo/iddi i 

archwilio’r datganiad 

cyfrifon 

(a) Peter Horton 

Greenland, Clarbeston Road, Pembrokeshire SA63 4QP 

  ___________________________________________________ 

 

(b) Rhowch yr amseroedd y 

gall   etholwr llywodraeth 

leol wneud cais i 

archwilio’r Ffurflen 

Flynyddol 

 

  

 rhwng (a)   9am (b) 5pm pm ar ddydd Llun i ddydd Gwener 

 

 gan eithrio gwyliau cyhoeddus), pryd y gall unrhyw etholwr llywodraeth leol 

wneud copïau o’r cofnod blynyddol 

 

 

(c) Rhowch swm rhesymol ar 

gyfer costau copïo 

 

 

 

3. Darperir copïau i unrhyw etholwr llywodraeth leol os gwneir taliad o (c)  

 

£ - am bob copi o’r ffurflen flynyddol 

(d) Rhowch enw a swydd y 

person sy’n gosod yr 

hysbysiad 

 

 

(d) PETER HORTON 

(e) Rhowch ddyddiad gosod 

yr hysbysiad   

 

 

(e) 28/12/2023 
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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2023 of Johnston Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and guidance issued by the Auditor General for 
Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 

• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Other matters and recommendations 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales 
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales 

Date 15/12/2023 
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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2022 of Johnston Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and guidance issued by the Auditor General for 
Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 

• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

 
Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales 
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales 

Date 15/12/2023 
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Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report 
I report in respect of my audit of the accounts under section 13 of the Act, whether any matters that come to my 
attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. My audit has 
been conducted in accordance with guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.  
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2021 of: 
 

Johnston Community Council 

Auditor General’s report 

Audit opinion – Qualified  
Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my review and subject to the matters and 
recommendations identified below, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention giving cause for concern that in any 
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use 

of resources.   

Basis for Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

In my opinion, the Council’s Accounting Statement does not properly presents the Council’s receipts and payments and 
financial position. 

• In December 2020, the Council reclaimed VAT of £2,510 incurred in relation to legal fees. The Council was 
reimbursed for part of the total legal fees but the Council reclaimed the full amount of VAT on the total legal fees 
rather than the fees net of the reimbursement. 

• In my opinion, the recovery of part of this VAT is unlawful as the Council has reclaimed VAT for expenditure it has not 
in practice incurred. 

Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of resources (Value for Money) 
In my opinion, the Council did not make proper arrangements to secure value for money. am unable to conclude whether or not 
the Council has in place proper arrangements to secure Value for Money: 
• The Council did not take appropriate steps to safeguard public funds, in particular, it failed to ensure it had a written 

agreement with the Johnston Institute to share legal fees.   

 
Other matters arising and recommendations 
I draw the reader’s attention to my statutory recommendations made in my letter to the Council dated 05 October 2023. My 
letter explains in more detail my conclusions regarding the VAT overclaim. 
There are no further matters that I wish to draw to the Council’s attention.    
 

 

  
Ann-Marie Harkin, Executive Director (Audit Services), Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 15/12/2023 
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