 NARBERTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Narberth Town Council, held in the Queen’s Hall, Narberth, on Tuesday 5th May 2015.

PRESENT:  Cllrs: 
S Rees, E Feetham, J Griffiths, D Hole, H Langen, S. Radford-Smith, and E Rogers.

01/15
APOLOGIES:  (Agenda item 1)

Apologies were received from Councillor Duckfield, Cllr Norcross and Cllr Rigby. 
02/15
TO ELECT MAYOR:  (Agenda item 2)

Prior to the election of the new Mayor, the current Mayor, Cllr Sue Rees read out a speech, thanking individuals, fellow Councillors and the Clerk for their help and assistance over the past 12 months.  Cllr Rees highlighted the need for the Council to identify what services are at risk in the community and to decide on what they have to do to save them.  
Cllr Rees proposed that Cllr Elizabeth Rogers be the Mayor for 2015-16.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Feetham.  The full Council were in favour of this. 
Cllr Rogers duly signed the two copies of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, one for the Clerk and one for herself.

Mr Paul Dando led the Council in a prayer for the forthcoming year of Office.  

03/15
TO ELECT DEPUTY MAYOR:   (Agenda item 3)
Cllr Rogers proposed Cllr Griffiths be the Deputy Mayor for 2015-16 and Cllr Rees seconded this proposal.  The full Council were in favour of this.

04/15
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL INTEREST:  (Agenda item 4)

Cllr Rogers declared an interest in the Agenda item, Mayor’s Allowance.  Cllr Rees declared an interest in the Planning application for the Dingle as she lives opposite.  Cllr Radford-Smith declared an interest in the Bloomfield Planning application as she is an employee of Bloomfield.  Accordingly, the three Councillors did not vote on the relevant issues.  
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Signed …………………
05/15
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  (Agenda item 5)

The minutes of the meetings held on the 7th and 21st April was approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Feetham and agreed by all members present.
06/15
MATTERS ARISING:  (Agenda item 6)
a)
Town Hall.  The Clerk informed Council that all the work had been completed at the Town Hall and that she had requested the Scaffolding was taken down 2 weeks ago tomorrow.  The Clerk had chased this for the May Day Bank holiday, but unfortunately the scaffolding was still in place.  The Clerk will try to get this removed as soon as possible.

b)
BT Broadband Cabinet.  The Clerk had received an email from the Harlequin Group stating that as the land at Narberth Bridge is considered to be Common Land, Openreach have certain rights in relation to telecommunication works and listed the relevant Law.

c)
Play Park.  The Clerk informed members that the Play Park Committee had met on site with a representative from Wicksteed and showed the Council a copy of the proposed plan in relation to erecting Exercise equipment on the Town Moor.   This will now be submitted to the County Council for comment.

d)
Food Festival.  The Clerk reported on the meeting held with Huw Jones following the Council’s Planning meeting and stated that a letter had been sent fully supporting the Food Festival and highlighting the Council’s wish for this event to remain in Narberth.  The Clerk added that with the demise of the Old School Playground, perhaps the County Council could come up with suggestions of where parking can be facilitated within the town
e)
Yellow lines.  The Clerk had received a reply from the County Council stating that there is a ten minute observation time on double yellow lines, but that parking on a single yellow line would lead to an instant booking.  All Civil Enforcement Officers are trained to work to the Traffic Management Act 2004.  However, whilst taxis would be permitted for passengers to alight from their vehicle, if taxis were seen to be waiting for a fare from yellow lines then they would be liable to be booked.
07/15 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS:  (Agenda item 7)

There was nothing to report from County Cllr Evans or County Cllr Morse.
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Signed ………………..
08/15
REPORT OF THE CLERK:  (Agenda item 8)

a)
Access to Information on Community and Town Councils.  The Clerk had received a statutory guidance from the Welsh Government which highlighted the information the Town Council need to publish.  The Clerk stated that in addition to what is already published, she needed to publish a register of members’ interests, party affiliation (if any) and detail of any office they hold or committee they belong to within the Council.  The Clerk also stated that co-opted members should be recorded in the interest of transparency to distinguish them from elected members.  In order to assist with this request, the Clerk had emailed ‘Members Interests’ forms to be completed and returned to the Clerk at the next meeting.

b) 
Sainsbury development.  The Clerk had received another email from Mr Harvey asking why the Town Council were unsuccessful in its bid to stop the Sainsbury development.  





IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should reply that there was no consultation by Pembrokeshire County Council and that the Town Council were overruled.  
c)
The Voice.  The Clerk had received Issue 26 of The Voice from One Voice Wales.

d)
One Voice Wales.  The Clerk had received an Agenda for Tuesday 21st April and a copy of the draft minutes from One Voice Wales’ meeting held on the 3rd February 2015.

e)
Ombudsman.  The Clerk had received notice that a revised Guidance on the Code of Conduct for members has been issued.  As no hard copies of the Guidance will be produced, the Clerk stated that copies can be downloaded at www.ombudsman-wales.org.uk   A separate version is available for Town and Community Councillors.

f)
Insurance.  The Clerk had received information from AON regarding Maven  Local Councils Combined Policies.  
g)
Donation.  The Clerk had received a thank you letter from Bloomfield NDCSA for last year’s donation.  The Committee hope that the Town Council will be able to continue with their support.
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Signed ……………………
h)
Hywel Dda.  The Clerk had received notification that Hywel Dda are holding a series of events to provide information and to listen so that they can improve their services.  The local event is to be held in the De Valence Pavilion, Tenby, on the 23rd June between 2 and 4 p.m.  A drop in session to meet the local health team will also be held on the 19th May between 6 and 8 p.m., at Cleddau River Day Unit, South Pembrokeshire Hospital.
i)
VAT.  The Clerk informed members that she has applied for the VAT reimbursement from HMRC on behalf of the Council.
j)
HMRC.  The Clerk informed Council that she has completed and submitted the final submission for PAYE to HMRC for year-end 31.3.15.
09/15
PLANNING/LICENSING APPLICATIONS:  (Agenda item 9)

a)
15/0060/PA  Dingle Caravan Park, Jesse Road – Residential development (33 units) with play area – application 08/0098/PA – No objection.  In his absence, the Clerk read out Cllr Duckfield’s email regarding the objections he had received in relation to the sewerage system in Narberth.
b)
15/0062/LB  32 High Street – Proposed 8 bed and breakfast units with en-suite bathrooms to the first and second floors and existing sui generis use of restaurant and bar facilities on ground floor.  Proposed conservatory with toilets and refuse to the rear of main building.  New kitchen and extract to stable block with a/c condensers to north side.  Proposed car parking for 11 cars (1 disabled) – Whilst No objection to development, Council are concerned over the access to the car park as this is over a private road.  

c)
15/0056/PA  32 High Street – Change of use to 8 bedroomed bed and breakfast accommodation, to include bar and restaurant, new conservatory, toiles and refuse area at Ground Floor.  Also kitchen and extractor to rear parking area – As point (b) above.
d)
15/0055/PA  Bloomfield House Community Centre – Erection of children’s play equipment – No objection.

e)
15/0079/PA  Unit 8 West Wales Business Park - Variation of condition 4 of D3/0671/90 to allow for the sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises – No objection.
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Signed ………………..

09.1
Variation or Removal of Condition(s).

a)
14/0927/PA  Fairy Bank Farm, Cold Blow – Variation of condition 2 and the removal of conditions 7, 8 and 9 of planning application 13/0753/PA.

b)
14/1144/PA  Herons Brook – Conversion of garage and car port into an annex and the erection of an extension (partly in retrospect).

10/15
NARBERTH TOWN:  (Agenda item 10)

a)
Belmore Gardens.  Cllr Rees stated that she is still receiving complaints regarding the need to replace the steps from Belmore Gardens to the Doctors Surgery with a ramp.  



IT WAS RESOLVED to ask Ben Blake for this to be included in the funding application to the Welsh Assembly Government.

b)
Housing estates.  Cllr Rees complained about the amount of new estates in Narberth that have never had the roads brought up to the standard required to be adopted by the County Council and highlighted the road which has collapsed in Springfield Park.  Cllr Rees stated that she was concerned with regard to the infrastructure of the town given the number of housing estates still outstanding for Narberth and the fact that Dwr Cymru have previously objected to new housing development.




IT WAS RESOLVED to write to the County Council regarding the need for them to enforce the regulations with regards to new roads in order that they can be adopted.

c)
Plant Sale.  Members were informed that this went as well as it could due to the bad weather.   The event was quieter than usual.

d)
Car Park.  Cllr Feetham asked about the intended joint meeting with a working party at County Hall to look into future car parking in Narberth.  Cllr Feetham suggested that with a little bit of give and take, maybe parking can be found  in the new development.



IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk will look into this meeting.

e)
Halkon Crescent.  Cllr Rogers declared an interest as this is where her Uncle lives and reported that she had been informed by residents that the grass area in 
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Signed …………………

Halkon Crescent has not been cut as well as in previous years and that the residents were wondering if this grass area could be turned into a car parking facility. 



IT WAS RESOLVED 
to ask the County Council about this idea.

f)
Pavements.  Cllr Rogers informed Council that an elderly lady leaving the Railway Station had fallen over the very uneven pavement outside Homeleigh, Station Road.





IT WAS RESOLVED to report this to the County Council. 
11/15  MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE:  (Agenda item 11)
As agreed in the Council’s Precept, the Mayor’s Allowance will be set at £2,000.

12/15
MEMBERS REPRESENTING COUNCIL ON OTHER BODIES:   

             (Agenda item 12)  

There was nothing to report.

13/15
RECEIVE AND APPROVE ACCOUNTS:  (Agenda item 13)
The Town Council had received copies of the Council’s Annual Accounts for 

Year-end 31.3.15, together with a copy of the bank statements for the Current and Business Reserve account held at National Westminster Bank and a copy of the Business Account Statement for money held with Santander.




IT WAS RESOLVED, following a proposal by Cllr Feetham which was seconded by Cllr Rees, to accept these accounts as a true record of the Council’s financial dealings for the financial year-end 31.3.15.  All members were in favour of this.

14/15
RECEIVE AND APPROVE ANNUAL RETURN AND ANNUAL   GOVERNANCE STATEMENT:   (Agenda item 14)

Council members received a copy of the Annual Return Accounting Statement for year-end 31.3.15 and the Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement for the year-end 31.3.15.  Members filled in the Governance Statement and, with the exception of awaiting the report from the internal auditor, item 6, section 2,
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IT WAS RESOLVED, following a proposal by

Cllr Rogers, which was seconded by Cllr Feetham, to accept and approve this as a true record of the Council’s financial dealings.   The report from the internal auditor will be given at next month’s meeting.
The Clerk asked for permission to ask Andrew Williams if he will carry out an internal audit on the Town Council’s accounts.  Members were in agreement with this. 

15/15
FINANCIAL REPORT:  (Agenda item 15)

15.1  
Income received:

a)
Jelly Egg -
Direct Debit.
£  457.68

b)
Western Power – Rent sub-station - 

£       30.00

c)
PCC – Precept first instalment - 

£13,666.00

15.2
Payments due:
a)
Station Joinery – (Window, Town Hall)

£     312.00
b)
British Gas - 


£         9.55

c)
Peter Kidney - 
(Landlords Gas certificate)
  £       84.00

d)
Vaughtons (Mayor Chain) -
 £   1,326.60

e)
David Wooles (Painting Town Hall) -

£  4,162.00

f)
A & V Building Contractors (Town Hall repairs) -

£  6,574.80

g)
Clerk’s Contract as agreed in 2006 -

£     410.60

h)
Chris Viggars – 3 cuts St Andrews Churchyard - 

£     360.00

i)
Chris Viggars – 2 half-cuts at the Castle - 

£       75.00

j)
Donations as agreed in March 2015.  
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IT WAS RESOLVED to make these payments.  Proposed by Cllr Feetham seconded by Cllr Radford-Smith and agreed by full Council.

Signed ……………………………………….
Date ………………………..
                                 Mayor
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